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“  Search  the  scriptures ;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life :  and  they  are 
they  which  testify  of  me.”  John,  5c.,  39. 

“This  second  epistle,  beloved,  I  now  write  unto  you;  in  both  which  I  stir  up 
your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance ;  that  ye  may  he  mindful  of  the  coords 
which  were  spoken  before  by  the  holy  prophets,,  and  of  the  commandment  of  us  the 
apostles  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  J  2d  Peter,  3c.,  1,  2. 


PREFACE. 


The  object  of  the  publication  of  this  little  tract,  has  been  adverted  to 
in  tbe  body  of  the  work,  and  leaves  little  more  to  be  said,  than  to  disclaim 
all  idea,  or  expectation,  of  obtaining  an  enviable  notoriety  thereby.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  insensible  to  aspiring  emotions,  but  hope  I  have,  (by  the 
grace  of  God,)  been  made  sensible  of  their  sinfulness,  and  willing  to  resist 
every  such  prompting.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  acquainted  with  the  rules 
of  composition  and  grammar;  nor  aim  at  acquiring  reputation.  There 
may  be  many  violations  of  these  rules,  but  I  hope  not  so  glaring  as  to 
destroy  the  sense,  or,  that  those  who  are  enquiring  for  the  truth,  may  not 
understand  our  views  of  the  subject  treated  on. 

Being  a  firm  believer  in  the  truth  of  what  is  here  written,  and  hoping 
it  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  some  who  might  otherwise  never  become 
acquainted  with  the  views  and  doctrine  we  uphold,  I  have  ventured  to 
give  it  to  the  public,  crude  and  undigested  as  it  is. 

I  hope  the  Lord  may  bless  it,  and  so  bring  the  truth  home  to  the  lieai't 
of  those  who  read  it,  as  to  bring  himself  honor  and  glory. 

With  these  feelings  and  hopes,  I  will  commit  the  reader,  with  myself, 
to  the  Lord,  and  the  rich  word  of  His  grace,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  Amen. 

Lampeter,  Lancaster  county^  Pa.^  Feh.  18^A,  1860. 
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THE  PRESENT  NOMINAL  CHURCH  COMPARED  WITH  THE 

CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 


MW  AW 


vixr;  imugllJclLlUIl  or  1113.Q 

to  conceive — whicli  doleful  state  shall  endure  without  end ;  and  has  also 
declared,  that  it  requires  the  utmost  care  and  prudence  to  avoid  the  one, 
and  most  diligent  striving  to  attain  the  other :  and  has  besides  declared, 
that  withal  the  majority  of  mankind  will  fail  of  securing  that  blessed 
reward. 

In  addition  to  his  declarations  and  instructions,  he  has  given  us  a  history 
of  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  of  the  mode  of  success  on  the  one  part, 
and  the  causes  which  led  to  failure  on  the  other ;  and  encourages  us  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  one  and  avoid  the  course  of  the  other;  warning 
us,  lest  we  should  fall  after  the  same  example.  These  things  happened 
for  our  examples,  and  are  written  for  our  instruction,  that  we  should  not 
lust  after  evil  things  as  they  also  lusted,  and  fall  after  the  same  example 
of  unbelief 

Seeing  then  that  God  has  been  so  gracious  to  us,  and  done  so  much  for 
us,  and  given  us  such  important  instruction  and  information,  and  such 
wholesome  warning,  how  diligently  should  we  enquire  whether  we  are  per¬ 
forming  the  purpose  which  God  had  in  view  in  our  creation,  and  are  in  the 
way  to  obtain  the  end,  or  whether  we  are  in  the  broad  road  to  destruction. 
Particularly  should  this  be  the  case  with  those,  who  have  been  so  far 
moved  by  the  grace  of  God,  as  to  desire  to  seek  reconciliation  with  hin\, 
and  imagine  they  have  attained  to  it. 

I  have  observed  above,  that  God  had  given  man  a  complete  knowledge 
of  his  will,  so  far  as  is  requisite  to  the  work  of  his  salvation.  All  the 
knowledge  man  has  of  the  will  of  God,  has  been  given  him  by  revelation. 
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and  this  knowledge,  whether  little  or  much,  was  always  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  All  that  God  required  of  man,  was  obedience  to  what  he  com¬ 
manded  liim;  but  we  see  that  in  different  ages  of  the  world,  he  revealed 
different  degrees  of  knowledge,  and  of  those  who  lived  in  the  different  ages, 
he  required  less  or  more  according  to  the  degree  of  light  he  imparted  to 
them ;  or  the  perfection  of  the  knowledge  of  his  will,  which  he  made 
known  to  them. 

'  Though  God  had  made  known  to  man  from  the  beginning,  all  that  was 
necessary  for  his  eternai  happiness,  it  yet  required  after  his  fall,  that  some¬ 
thing  more  be  done  for  his  salvation,  than  was  yet  done;  and  God  gave 
him  promise  that  he  would  do  this;  and  all  the  duties  which  were  enjoined 
on  man,  had  respect  to  this  promise,  fioly  men  of  old,  looked  forward 
and  hoped  for  the  time  of  the  fulfilling  of  this  promise,  when  God’ would 
again  condescend  to  dwell  with  man,  make  known  to  him  his  perfect  will, 
and  restore  him  to  the  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  before  the  fall;  by 
establishing  a  kingdom,  on  the  tlu-one  of  which  he  would  sit,  and  rule  it, 
from  henceforth  even  forever. 

These  difl’erent  ages  of  the  world,  have  generally  been  divided  into  the 
first,  or  antediluvian,  being  the  time  which  extended  from  the  creation  of 
the  world  to  the  deluge;  in  which  God  had  given  man  no  written  law  or 
revelation  of  his  will,  further  than  the  promise  of  the  woman’s  seed,  which 
should  bruise  the  serpent's  head;  but  had  by  his  law  written  in  their 
hearts,  and  his  spirit  to  convict  them  of  right  and  wrong,  besides  the  great 
book  of  nature,  in  which  the  invisible  things  of  God  are  clearly  seen; 
given  tl\tini  sufficient  knowledge  to  lead  them  to  reverence  and  adore  him. 

The  second  age,  being  tliat  which  extended  from  the  deluge  to  the 
coming  of  Cdirist,  in  which  God  in  addition  to  the  knowledge  which  the 
antediluvians  possessed,  gave  to  man  a  further  revelation  of  his  will,  by 
giving  him  the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  Under  this  dispensation  God  en¬ 
joined  many  duties  and  services,  which  he  did  not  require  of  the  ante¬ 
diluvians  ;  inasmuch  as  he  had  given  them  so  much  more  knowledge  and 
liglit.  But  tliese  ceremonies  and  services  could  not  make  the  comers 
thereunto  perfect;  but  all  had  respect  and  pointed  to  the  time  when  the 
pertect  will  of  God  should  be  made  known,  and  the  perfect  service  rendered. 
Moses,  by  whom  the  law  was  given,  pointed  from  himself  to  another,  whom 
tlicy  should  hear,  when  once  the  Jjord  their  God  would  raise  him  up,  from 
amongst  their  brethren.  Moses,  in  the  law,  and  all  the  Prophets  have 
spoken  of  and  puiuted  to  this  time. 

The  third  age,  being  the  Gospel  era,  in  which  our  lot  is  cast,  is  that 
in  which  Jesus  Christ  has  come,  as  the  promised  woman’s  seed,  and  the 
Prophet  whom  Moses  said  we  should  hear,  as  he  of  whom  he  spake  in  the 
law,  and  of  whom  the  Prophets  predicted,  is  called  “  the  last  time,”  the  time 
in  which  w'e  may  be  enabled  to  know,  and  prove,  «what  is  that  good,  and 
acceptable,  and ‘perfect  wJil  of  God.” 

This  being  imw  the  age  in  which  the  perfect  will  of  God  is  made  knowm, 
and  we  having  ihe  advantage  of  the  light  and  knowledge  given  to  the  two 
preceding  ages,  and  in  addition  the  true  fight  has  shone  unto  us,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  ii  uth  given  us,  much  more  is  required  of  us,  than  of  those 
in  the  precediim  ages. 

Now  ill  those  ages  of  the  world  prior  to  our  owui,  we  find  that  there  was 
an  agency  at  work,  a  ]>ow'er  operating,  whose  tendancy  was  to  defeat  the 
purpose  of  tied,  and  lead  man  to  disregard  wliat  God  had  shown  and  taught 
him,  and  thus  bi  ing  him  to  transgress  his  commandments.  This  agency 
or  power,  whicn  emanated  from  the  Devil,  as  the  enemy  of  God,  was  brought 
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to  bear  upon  our  first  parents  in  tlie  Garden  of  Eden,  in  their  blessed  in¬ 
nocence,  with  such  force,  as  to  lead  them  into  the  transgression  and  effect 
their  fall ;  and  after  the  fall  it  was  so  successful,  and  in  process  of  time 
rendered  man  so  depraved,  that  the  Lord  said,  ‘‘The  wickedness  of  man 
was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  everv  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his 
heart  was  onl}'  evil  continually.” 

We  have  no  account  of  the  number  of  persons  who  exi.'^ted  on  the  earth 
at  the  time  of  the  deluge,  but  we  have  rea.son  to  believe  it  was  very  great, 
in,  consideration  of  the  great  age  to  which  they  attained.  But  if  the}'  did 
not  multiply  faster  than  they  do  in  our  day,  from  the  time  that  had  elapsed 
since  the  creation,  they  must  still  have  been  very  numerous.  Of  this  great 
multitude,  Noah,  and  his  family,  (consisting  of  eight  souls,)  alone  found 
grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,”  and  was  seen  to  be  righteous. 

In  the  second  age  of  the  world,  with  the  terrible  fate  of  the  ungodly 
antediluvians  fresh  in  their  memory,  we  see  that  man  soon  again  began  to 
yield  to  this  evil  infliience,  and  follow  the  vain  imaginations  of  his  heart, 
and  even  after  God  had  further  revealed  his  will  to  man,  by  giving  him 
his  holy  law,  w'e  find  him  yielding  to  this  evil  influence  to  such  an  extent, 
as  to  be  continually  departing  from  his  commandments.  Notwithstanding 
God  gave  him  such  frequent  sensible  evidence  of  his  power,  and  visited 
them  with  such  terrible  judgments  for  their  disobedience,  and  so  plainly 
manifested  his  pleasure  at  their  obedience,  and  so  richly  rewarded  their 
faithfulness,  yet  with  ail  they  perverted,  their  way  so  far,  that  when  the 
Messiah,  (whose  appearance  they  waited,  and  in  whom  they  trusted,  and 
the  manner  of  whose  birth,  person,  and  passage  through  and  out  of  the 
world  was  so  plainly  predicted,  and  set  forth  by  the  prophets,  whom  they 
owned  as  being  inspired,)  came,  the  great  majority  of  them  did  not  receive 
him.  “  He  came  to  his  own,  but  his  own  would  receive  him  not.”  And 
so  perverted  were  they,  and  infatuated  by  this  counter  influence,  that  not¬ 
withstanding  the  Messiah  gave  them  such  sensible  evidence  of  his  Divine 
mission  and  authority,  that  they  were  convinced  in  their  hearts  that  he  was 
not  an  ordinary  person,  they  sufifered  their  malice  and  envy  to  carry  them 
to  such  a  pitch,  that  they  could  not  rest  till  they  had  him  crucified  and  slain. 

Is  it  not  terrible  to  think  of  the  extent  to  which  man  may  be  led  by  the 
influence  of  the  Devil.  ‘‘Ye  are  of  your  father  the  Devil,  and  the  lusts  of 
your  father  ye  will  do,”  and  even  think  they  are  doing  God  service.  The 
Israelites  prided  themselves  much  in  their  ancestry,  and  valued  the  privi¬ 
leges  which  they  thought  they  possessed  very  highly  ;  but  they  labored 
under  a  great  delusion,  and  were  so  much  infatuated  that  they  could  not 
understand  the  plain  predictions  of  their  own  Prophets,  however  plainly 
they  were  expounded  to  them 

Now  I  fear  that  we  in  the  present  age  of  the  Avorld.  in  this  age  of  boasted 
light  and  knowledge,  have  as  far  departed  from  the  light,  and  snfi'ered  our¬ 
selves  to  be  led  by  that  evil  influence,  into  as  great  violation  of  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  our  great  lawgiver,  as  even  either  the  antediluvian  or  those  of  the 
M<  tsaic  age  did  from  theirs  ;  and  that  a  more  awful  visitation  awaits  us  than 
that  experienced  by  them,  inasmuch  as  our  light  and  knowledge  is  so  far 
in  advance  of  theirs:  and  as  Paul  says,  “If  those  did  not  escape  who  re¬ 
fused  to  hear  him  that  spake  on  earth,  how  shall  we  escape  if  all  turn  away 
from  him  that  speaketh  from  Heaven.” — Hch.  'Id. 

This  consideration  induced  me  to  attempt  this  short  dissertation.  If  I 
might  perchance  be  instrumental  under  God,  in  leading  a  soul  to  inquiry 
into  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  ;  for  I  believe  that  many  innocent  ones  are 
led  astray  by  popular  opinions,  and  such  persons  as  pretend  to  be  called  by 
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God  to  preach  tlie  Gospel,  and  many  verily  believe  they  are  so  called  to 
teach  man  the  way  of  salvation,  who  are  yet  themselves  in  delusion,  promis¬ 
ing  others  liberty,  whilst  they  are  themselves  the  servants  of  corruption. 
Christ  says,  ^‘The  time  will  come  that  whosoever  killeth  you,  will  think  he 
doeth  God  service,”  and  Paul  says  of  himself,  “  That  he  verily  thought  he 
ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name  of  Jesus,”  and  imagined 
he  was  doing  God  service ;  and  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  evidently  thought 
they  were  called  and  appointed  by  God,  to  teach  the  way  of  life  to  others, 
whilst  they  were  leading  them  ignorantly  to  perdition. 

With  this  view,  I  will  endeavor  by  the  help  of  God,  to  set  forth  the 
causes  which  in  all  ages  of  the  v/orld,  have  led  to  the  deplorable  results 
which  are  recorded  in  scripture,  and  my  reason  for  the  conclusion,  that  the 
present  age  is  so  for  departed  froln  what  God  designed  w'c  should  be,  and 
we  ourselves  imagine  we  are. 

In  the  first  place  then  I  would  say,  that  no  sane  person  being  entirely 
free  to  make  a  choice  between  good  and  evil,  will  choose  the  latter,  nor  be- 
tween  life  and  death,  wdll  choose  death.  They  may  choose  evil  when  two 
evils  present  themselves,  one  of  wfoich  is  inevitable ;  but  they  will  always 
choose  that  which  to  them  appears  the  least,  as  when  life  is  rendered  a 
burthen  we  may  choose  death  as  being  the  least  of  the  two  evils  presented. 

Our  first  parents  were  created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  were  supremely 
happy  and  contented,  and  when  God  gave  them  the  command  or  permission 
to  eat  of  all  the  trees  of  the  garden,  save  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  of  good 
and  evil,  and  declared  to  them  that  in  the  day  they  would  do  so,  they 
should  surely  die.  They  had  the  choice  now  between  good  and  evil,  viz : 
between  the  good  they  enjoyed,  and  the  evil  of  death;  and  had  no  diffi¬ 
culty  which  to  choose,  nor  temptation  to  violate  the  command  of  their  God 
and  creation.  In  vain  would  the  tempter  have  urged  them  even  to  all 
eternity  to  disobey,  so  long  as  it  was  a  direct  choice  between  good  and  evil; 
and  in  vain  would  he  have  sought  to  impregnate  them  with  lust,  so  long 
as  the  object  he  sought  to  have  them  lust  after  was  evil.  Therefore  it  was 
impossible  in  this  state,  or  frame  of  mind,  to  bring  them  to  trespass.  They 
could  not  entertain  such  an  idea,  so  long  as  this  was  the  c{uestion ;  but 
when  the  question  arose  as  to  which  was  the  good,  then  the  idea  of  dis¬ 
obeying  could  be  entertained ;  consequently  doubts  of  the  truth  of  God’s 
word  were  first  infused  into  the  heart  of  man,  and  had  to  be  entertained 
before  the  idea  of  disobedience  could  receive  admission.  It  was  now  no 
longer  a  direct  question  with  them  between  good  and  evil,  but  a  question 
which  was  the  good,  and  which  the  evil ;  or  at  least  in  a  comparative  sense, 
for  they  could  not  well  feel  as  if  their  present  state  was  evil,  but  rather 
which  was  the  greatest  good ;  they  were  happy,  but  might  become  yet  more 
happy.  Lust  now  could  be  conceived,  and  being  also  infused  into  the  soul 
of  man  by  the  Devil,,  aided  his  suggestions  that  the  word  of  God  was  not 
true,  to  sitch  an  extent,  as  to  confirm  him  sufficiently  in  his  unbelief,  or 
mak^  the  decision  which  was  the  greatest  good — which  resulted  in  favor  ot 
disobedience.  “  Ye  shall  not  surely  di(^,”  was  the  first  suggestion  of  Satan, 
and  then  followed,  ‘^For  Gqd  doth  know  that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof, 
then  your  eyes  shall  be  opened  and  ye  shall  be  as  God,  knowing  good  and 
evil.”  Unbelief  then,  may  be  said  tq  be  the  first  begotten  of  the  Devil, 
(at  least  on  earth,)  and  after  this  the  way  was  open  for  a  host  of  others  to 
follow  in  his  train,  as  pride,  avarice,  envy,  hatred,  malice,  &c.,  from  which 
a  host  of  other  vile  passions  arose  in  the  flesh,  all  of  which  tend  to  the 
destruction  of  the  soul. 

Satan  had  the  power,  to  tempt  man,  but  none  to  overcome  him,  as  man 
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had  his  Avill  at  his  disposal,  and  this  had  to  be  v^ielded  to  efloct  his  full. 
This  he  yielded,  making  a  voluntary  choice,  bnt  from  the  convictioL  tha 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  him. 

After  the  fall  of  man,  with  all  the  sinful  lusts  and  desires  witli  whivh 
he  had  became  infected,  he  would  seem  still  to  have  this  facultv  of  the 
will  preserved  in  him,  and  power  either  to  lesist  sin  or  yield  to  its  service. 

Sin,  (John  says,)  is  the  transgression  of  the  law,*’  and  I’aul,  “  ^yhere  no 
law  is  there  is  no  transgression.’’  Now  though  there  was  no  commandment 
given  from  Adam  unto  IMoses,  as  Paul  says,  yet  it  would  appear  as  if  sin 
still  existed,  and  man  was  conscious  of  it.  and  had  the  power  to  resist  it. 
Or  rather  we  should  perhaps  say,  if  man  opposed  his  will  to  it,  flod  would 
strengthen  him  and  enable  him  to  overcome.  This  knowledge  he  could 
have  had  in  no  other  way.  than  by  the  law  beino'  written  in  his  heart,  as 
Paul  says,  and  by  the  motions  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  wTdeh  we  gather  from 
what  God  said  to  Noah.  That  man  had  the  knowledge  of  si^i,  and  power 
to  resist  it,  I  take  from  what  God  said  to  Cain  :  “  W  by  art  thou  wroth, 
and  why  is  thy  countenance  fallen  ?  If  thou  doest  well  shalt  thou  not  be 
accepted  ?  and  if  thou  doest  not  well,  sin  lieth  at  thy  door.  And  unto 
thee  shall  be  his  desire,  and  thou  shalt  rule  over  him.”  Or  as  the  Ger¬ 
man  translation  would  seem  to  render  it,  ‘‘  But  yield  thou  not  to  his  will, 
on  the  contrary  rule  thou  over  him,”  which  seems  more  plain  and  compre¬ 
hensible.  Cain  therefore  must  have  had  knowledge  of  sin,  and  power  to 
rule  over  it. 

Why  then  did  Cain  not  obey  the  teaching  of  that  law  which  was  writien 
in  his  heart?  and  the  motions  of  God’s  spirit  which  warned  him,  and  re¬ 
sist  sin  ?  Evidently  because  lie  did  not  believe  these  outward  monitors 
that  this  would  be  best,  or  afford  him  most  gratification.  The  pride  of  his 
heart  promised  him  a  great  good,  or  pleasure,  in  excelling  his  brother ; 
and  the  evil  passions  stimulated  by  the  Devil,  desired  the  gratification  of 
revenge,  and  these  promises  seemed  to  outweigh  the  other,  and  promise 
more  good  than  opposing  his  will  to  sin  and  obeying  the  spirit  of  God. 

Again,  ‘-  The  sons  of  God  saw  the  daughters  of  men  that  they  were  fair  ; 
and  took  them  wives  of  all  which  they  chose.”  This  is  the  chief  sin  which 
is  mentioned ;  but  we  must  believe  that  many  others  existed,  as  the  Lord 
says,  “  The  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  every  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually,”  and  that  “  the 
earth  was  filled  with  violence.”  This  was  brought  about  as  all  sin  was  ’ey 
the  instigation  of  the  Devil,  but  he  did  not  urge  it  as  sin,  and  a  great  evil, 
and  the  end  of  it  would  be  their  overthrow  and  ruin,. but  as  affording  them 
gratification  and  pleasure,  and  the  forbearance  and  self-denial  taught  by 
the  law  and  spirit  of  God  as  being  burthensome,  and  in  the  way  of  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  those  good  things  which  they  obtain  by  a  contrary  course. 
And  with  this  they  must  have  doubted  whether  the  penalties  of  sin  would 
be  visited  upon  them;  or  whether  it  would  be  so  grievous  as  the  self- 
denial  and  constraint,  which  obedience  would  entail  upon  them.  Thus  the 
Devil  deceived  them,  representing  good  evil  and  evil  good,  and  thereby 
led  them  to  yield  their  will  to  that  which  is  evil ;  but  it  was  always  under  the 
influence  of  unbelief,  for  God  had  always  represented  things  truly  to  them, 
and  had  they  believed  it,  they  would  have  known  what  was  really  good  and 
what  evil,  and  could  have  made  their  choice,  and  would  have  made  it  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

After  the  flood  we  observe  the  same  condition  of  things,  the  spirit  of 
pride  leading  them  to  vain  imaginations  and  foolish  undertakings.  The 
vast  majority  of  them  being  thus  deceived  and  led  astray  by  their  lusts,  to 
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such  a  degree,  that  God  gave  them  over  to  all  manner  of  abominations  and 
wickedness.  ( 

But  fi'om  the  beginning  we  have  examples  of  those  who  believed  God, 
and  wliose  works  and  obedience  bore  testimony  to  their  faith.  No  question 
bat  sin  also  lay  at  their  door,  but  they  opposed  their  will  to  his  rule  over 
them.  That  faith  which  induced  this  obedience,  justified  them  before 
God,  and  their  resistance  of  sin,  witnessed  the  sincerity  of  their  faith  to 
man.  d'he  excellency  of  Abel’s  sacrifice  consisted  in  the  faitli  by  which  it 
was  oft'eied,  and  by  it  received  witness  that  he  was  righteous.  Of  others, 
it  is  s;iid  in  the  Scriptures,  that  they  “walked  with  God.’^  No  doubt  but 
the  same  lusts  and  temptations  were  brought  to  bear  against  them  as  against 
others,  but  they  made  a  wiser  choice,  because  they  believed  God,  that  his 
word  was  truth,  and  his  commandments  and  representations  the  greatest 
good.  In  Noah  and  Abraham  we  have  rare  examples  of  faith,  so  much 
so,  that  Abraham  is  particularly  held  up  to  those  in  the  Christian  era,  as 
an  example  worthy  of  their  imitation.  Neither  of  these  seem  to  have  in 
any  wuiy  skrggered  at  the  declarations,  threats  or  promises  of  the  Almighty, 
and  by  their  implicit  obedience,  testified  their  faith  to  man.  But  in  many 
illustrious  champions  for  the  truth,  we  see  more  hesitation  to  receive  the 
word  of  God  ;  as  for  instance  when  Moses  w^as  commanded  to  go  to  Egypt, 
and  lead  out  the  children  of  Israel  from  their  bondage  under  Pharoah,  he 
hesitated,  his  carnal  reason  told  him  his  brethren  nor  the  king  would  not 
hearken  to  him,  and  he  had  no  eloquence,  &c.  But  God  overruled  all  his  ob¬ 
jections,  and  gave  him  such  evidence  as  to  overcome  all  his  unbelief,  and  give 
him  full  assurance.  And  the  same  we  find  of  Gideon,  Hezekiah  and  Zacharias. 
These  were  servants  of  the  ].iOrd,  and  instruments  by  whom  he  would  exe¬ 
cute  certain  purposes.  Moses  is  testified  to,  as  being  a  faithful  servant  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  but  yet  he  does  not  afford  that  example  of  faith 
and  entire  trust  in  his  God,  as  Noah  and  Abraham  do.  It  was  quite  rea¬ 
sonable  that  Moses  should  feel  the  fear  and  distrust  which  he  did,  but 
Noah  and  Abraham  were  called  to  perform  services  and  execute  trusts, 
equally  contrar}'^  to  natural  reason,  but  they  had  such  a  knowledge  of  the 
power  of  God,  and  faithfulness  to  his  word,  that  it  would  seem  they  had 
no  question  of  his  fulfilling  all  that  he  had  spoken.  In  these  instances  we 
have  examples  of  perfect  faith,  and  also  of  the  conflict  which  faithful  ser¬ 
vants  of  God  have  wdth  unbelief,  and  of  the  mercy  and  long  suffering  of 
God  with  his  poor  Tveak  creatures,  and  how  much  patience  he  can  have 
with  his  children,  when  their  failings  proceed  from  weakness,  without  dis¬ 
honesty  or  perverseness. 

There  is  this  to  be  observed,  however,  in  these  servants  of  God,  that 
their  tardiness  to  engage  in  the  wmrk,  did  not  proceed  from  a  disregard  to 
the  wdll  of  God,  but  from  a  sense  of  their  own  weakness  and  unworthiness, 
and  though  it  was  not  so  honorable  to  God,  as  a  full  confidence  and  free 
acceptance  of  the  trust  would  have  been,  and  though  he  was  necessitated 
to  express  his  disap[irol>ation  of  their  unbelief,  ho  yet  did  not  punish  it,  or 
manifest  that  displeasure  to  it,  which  he  did  in  those  instances  where  per- 
.sons  hesitated  from  an  unwillingness  to  deny  themselves,  or  from  a  desire 
ior-some  selfish  gratification,  disobeyed  the  Divine  eommaud  ;  or  wlio  from 
a  desire  for  some  sensual  gratification,  contend  for  that  which  God  has  for¬ 
bidden,  or  defend  and  justify  themselves  in  a  transgression. 

If  we  would  tbllow  thc'childreu  of  Israel,  step  by  step,  from  Abraham 
to  (.■hrlst,  we  will  find  a  blessing  infallibly  attending  faith  and  obedience 
and  likewise  the  same  disastrous  results  attending  the  contrary. 

The  faithliilness  of  God  to  his  word  is  worthy  of  particular  observation. 


COMPARED  WITH  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 


ll 


not  only  in  liis  promises,  but  also  in  his  threatenirigs.  No  one  doubts  but 
that  God  will  fultill  every  promise  of  blessing  which  he  makes;  but  do  we 
as  firmh’  believe  that  he  will  execute  every  threat  ?  e  are  ever  ready 
to  excuse  or  palliate  our  offences,  as  having  mitigating  ciicumstances  at¬ 
tending:  them,  and  trust  in  the  mercy  of  (Jod  :  and  because  God  does  not 
immediately  visit  us  with  his  judgments  for  our  offences,  we  grow  careless 
and  •forgetful  of  them,  as  if  God  had  forgiven  and  forgotten  them.  It  is 
true  God  is  a  merciful  (jod,  slow  to  wrath  and  ready  to  forgive  ;  this  is  one 
of  his  attributes  as  declared  in  his  v*"ord,  but  justice  is  also  one  of  his  de¬ 
clared  attributes,  and  he  can  as  little  pass  by  one  offence  against  his  law 
unpunished,  as  he  can  a  promised  blessing  for  obedience,  lie  has  provided 
means  for  our  reconciliation  when  we  commit  offences,  and  without  these 
means  it  is  impossible  for  -  us  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty, 
when  we  transgre.ss  that  holy  law,  of  which  it  is  said,  Cursed  is  every  one 
that  continueth  not  in  all  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
to  do  them,  and  all  the  pe'ople  shall  say  amen.”  We  must  say  amen  to  this 
sentence,  and  will  assuredly  say  it, either  in  this  world  or  in  the  world  to 
come,  for  *•  all  the  people  shall  say  it.”  0  how  unbending  is  God’s  word. 

He  said  in  the  beginning  to  our  first  parents,  “  In  the  day  ye  eat  ye  shall 
surely  die  and  this  declaration  could  not  be  changed,  or  the  word  that 
he  spoke  passed  by,  be  the  consequences  ever  so  serious.  Heaven  and 
earth  shall  pass  away,  but  the  word  that  God  has  spoken  shall  not  fail  nor 
pass  away.  We  might  say  the  innocence  and  want  of  experience,  and  the 
subtle  manner  of  the  approach  of  Satan  are  mitigating  circumstances;  and 
even  it  might  be  said,  what  great  hutt  was  the  eating  of  this  fruit  ?  But 
God’s  word  was  transgressed,  the  honor  of  faith  in  his  word  was  given  to 
his  enemy,  and  to  convince  man  now  and  forever  df  the  firmness  of  his  word, 
the  execution  of  the  threatened  punishment  had  to  follow.  The  sin  of 
Moses  and  other  of  the  Israelites  may  appear  to  us  to  be  trivial,  and  to  have 
been  committed  under  excusable  circumstances ;  but  God  teaches  us  thereby 
the  unchangeableness  of  his  word,  and  that  no  extenuating  circumstances 
can  free  us  from  the  consequences  or  guilt  of  sin,  and  that  no  sin  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  perpetrator  as  being  small.  All  sin  is  of  the  devil,  and 
every  inclination  to  commit  sin  proceeds  from  the  devil,  and  to  induce  us 
to  yield  to  those  inclinations,  he  will  seek  to  weaken  our  faith  and  reliance 
in  God’s  word,  so  as  to  lead  us  to  disobey  it. 

God  had  promised  the  children  of  Israel  to  lead  them  safely  to  possess 
the  land  of  Canaan  ;  and  all  who  believed  this  promise  so  firmly  as  to  put 
their  entire  trust  in  the  Lord,  were  brought  into  its  possession.  But  all 
those  who  were  contentious,  and  could  not  believe  when  they  could  not  see, 
and  when  the  Lord’s  waj^s  ran  counter  to  their  carnal  desires,  mourned  and 
departed  from  the  commandment  of  God,  fell  in  the  wilderness.  This 
Paul  sa^-s  was  “  because  of  unbelief.”  This  is  evident ;  had  they  truly 

believed  God,  thev  would  also  have  obeved,  but  obedience  was  contrary  to 

«  « 

their  carnal  desires  and  lusts,  and  these  desires  led  them  to  duubt  the  word 
of  <lod.  and  so  to  disobey  it. 

It  is  worthy  of  obsei  vation.  however,  that  no  I'ear  or  terror  whicli  could 
r^ieze  upon  the  heart,  was  punished  by  the  Lord,  which  did  not  result  in 
disobedience  Ihe.se  fears  and  motions  of  unbelief  ju'oceed  from  the  devil ; 
they  are  his  suggestions,  his  temptations  ;  but  so  lung  as  we  do  not  yield 
to  them,  bur  cuy  to  the  Lord  for  help  and  deliverance,  he  will  not  punisli 
them.  He  may  reprove  them  s  not  so  honorable  to  him,  but  will  not  pun¬ 
ish  them  as  sin,  till  they  result  in  disobedieuee. 

The  children  of  Israel,  when  they  stood  upon  the  banks  of  tbe  Bed  Sea, 
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might  have  bid  defiance  to.Pharoah’s  host,  for  they  had  the  promise  of 
deliverance  from  God,  but  their  fears  were  great  and  tliey  cried  to  God. 
Their  faith  in  the  power  of  God  was  strong  or  perfect,  or  they  would  not 
have  cried  to  liim,  but  that  in  his  word  was  rather  weak,  God  did  not 
manifest  his  displeasure  at  their  weakness  ;  but  if  they  had  cast  themselves 
upon  the  mercy  of  the  Egyptians,  and  surrendered  themselves  into  their 
hands,  they  would  have  disobeyed,  and  the  liord  would  likely  have  itun- 
ished,  and  perhaps  entirely  overthrown  and  destroyed  them. 

God  had  promised  them  many  and  precious  gifts  and  blessings,  upon 
their  entrance  into  and  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan.  Eaith  in,  and 
obedience  to  his  word,  would  have  secured  to  them  all  these  blessings  ;  but 
the  Devil  approached  them  with  his  influence,  exciting  their  carnal  desires, 
lusts  and  evil  passions.  He  could  not  so  easily  persuade  them  that  the  word 
of  God  was  entirely  untrue,  but  would  them  so  to  construe  it  as  to  accord 
with  their  carnal  desires.  When  we  have  a  strong  desire  for  an3'thing,  it 
is  no  hard  matter  to  persuade  ourselves  it  is  lawful.  Yielding  little  by  lit¬ 
tle  in  this  wa;y,  they  became  more  and  •more  darkened,  apd  were  at  last 
brought  almost  entirely  to  reject  the  counsel  of  God,  whilst  they  yet  thought 
they  were  his  people,  and  were  very  zealous  for  his  law,  ceremonies  and 
ordinances.  For  their  unbelief  and  disobedience  the  Lord  often  chastised 
them,  and  visited  them  with  many  grevious  afflictions  and  evidences  of  his 
displeasure  ;  but  if  these  were  at  all  regarded,  they  w^ere  soon  forgotten. 

The  more  effectually  to  carry  on  his  work,  the  Devil  would  raise  up  and 
make  use  of  such  persons  as  were  more  wicked  and  perverted  than  the 
multitude,  and  would  move  them  to  askiine  the  office  of  prophets,  to  per¬ 
vert  the  word  of  God,  and  encourage  the  people  in  their  transgressions, 
and  lead  them  further  and  further  from  the  commandments  of  God,  till  he 
was  necessitated,  according  to  his  declarations  in  the  beginning,  to  disperse 
them  and  scatter  them  abroad  in  the  earth  to  become  a  prey  to  their  ene¬ 
mies,  and  a  proverb  and  reproach  among  all  nations. 

>  God,  nevertheless,  did  not  leave  himself  without  a  witness  amongst  his 
people,  but  sent  faithful  messengers  and  prophets  amongst  them,  who  de¬ 
clared  the  word  and  will  of  God  to  them.  These  faithful  messengers  of 
God  were  hateful  to  them,  their  predictions  and  declarations  were  contrary 
to  their  desires  and  inclinations.  The  false  pi'ophets  being  more  numerous 
and  respectable  than  the  true,  and  predicting  and  declaring  such  things 
as  were  aareeable  to  their  carnal  and  sensual  desires,  had  more  influence 
with  them,  and  obtained  their  credence.  Of  this  we  have  a  remarkable  exam¬ 
ple  in  the  case  of  Micaiah  and  Ahab.  Ahab  called  the  prophets  together, 
four  hundred  in  number,  who  with  one  moufh  declared  good  unto  the  king. 
The  messenger  who  had  gone  to  call  Micaiah  besought  him  to  let  his 
word  be  like  the  word  of  the  others  but  the  faithful  Micaiah  was  one  of 
those  Holy  men  of  old,  who  spake  as  he  was  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,’^ 
2d  Pet.  1st,  and  he  replied  “  as  the  Lord  liveth,  what  the  Lord  saith  unto 
me  that  will  I  speak.”  Ahab  had  no  desire  to  hear  Micaiah,  for  he  said 
he  hated  him  because  he  prophesied  no  good  concerning  him,  but  evil. 
And  when  Micaiah  faithfully  declared  the  word  of  God  to  the  king,  he 
had  to  be  smitten  in  the  face,  imprisoned  and  fed  with  bread  and  water  of 
affliction.  The  true  prophets  and  followers  of  God’s  word  being  so  few  in 
number  in  comparivson  with  the  others,  were  without  influence,  and  were 
despised  by  the  multitude,  and  were  persecuted  and  slain.  The  ungodly 
would  not  be  reproved,  repent  and  confess  their  sins  and  seek  forgiveness, 
but  would  persevere  in  their  wicked  course  of  life  till  God  would  make 
their  folly  manifest  by  their  miserable  and  dLgraceful  end. 
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These  things  happened  unto  them,  (Paul  says,j  for  examples,  and  they 
are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  arc  come. 
If  these  happened  for  examples  to  us,  or  lor  our  example,  then  there  must 
be  a  comparison  between  their  state,  services,  and  condition,  and  ours;  and 
we  may  obtain  benefit  or  advantage  by  comparing  them,  and  profit  by  the 
lesson  they  teach  us. 

The  departure  of  the  Jews  from  what  (Jod  had  taught  them  by  Moses, 
and  their  miserable  end,  which  was  the  result  of  it.  is  what  the  Apostle 
here  alludes  to ;  and  admonishes  us  that  we  shall  not  depart  from  what 
Christ  teaches  us,  so  that  we  do  not  perish  as  they  did.  To  enquire  then, 
whether  we  are  yet  faithfull}^  engaged  in  doing  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  as  taught  by  Christ  and  his  iipostles ;  it  becomes  necessary  first  to 
enquire  what  they  did  teach,  and  then  compare  our  life  with  it. 

With  regard  to  the  time  which  God  had  appointed,  when  he  would  ful¬ 
fill  this  promkse  of  sending  the  Woman’s  seed it  is  said  by  Paul,  “  When 


the  fullness  of  the  time  was  come,  God  sent  forth  liis  son,”  &c.  So  it 
would  appear  that  God  had  a  time  appointed,  when  he  would  send  him, 
but  had  not  specified  that  time  to  man. 

But  that  he  might  know  him  when  he  did  come,  and  realize  all  the 
benefits  of  his  mission,  he  had  given  to  man  promises,  types,  figures  and 
predictions,  showing  his  conception,  birth,  life,  and  death,  with  the  work 
he  would  accomplish,  so  that  man  by  these  representations,  might  assuredly 
know  him,  and  be  enabled  to  realize  all  the  benefits  of  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  which  God  designed  to  bring  about. 

The  work  also,  which  God  designed  to  accomplish  by  him,  w^as  declared. 
He  should  ‘‘bruise  the  serpent’s  head.”  That  is,  as  Paul  afterwards  says, 
“Destroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  Devil.”  By  the 
blood  of  the  covenant  he  shall  send  the  prisoners  out  of  the  pit. — Zach.  11. 
He  shall  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive.-^ — Is.  61.  The  captives  of  the 
mighty  shall  be  taken  aw'ay,  and  the  prey  of  the  terrible  shall  be  delivered. 

■ — Is.  49th.  He  should  become  a  prince,  also  a  king,  and  a  Lord ;  and  as 
he  was  to  be  a  king,  so  he  was  to  have  a  kingdom,  which  wais  also  described 
and  represented  by  types,  figui’es  and  predictions,  for  the  benefit  of  poor 
fallen  man  ;  so  that  he  might  have  all  the  knowdedge  necessary  for  him  to 
work  out  his  soul’s  salvation,  and  also  to  guard  him  against  those  arts  and 
wiles  of  .Satan  whereby  he  has  even  beguiled  mankind. 

These  promises,  types,  and  predictions  were  contained  in  the  writings  of 
Moses  and  the  prophets,  which  constitutes  the  holy  scriptures,  and  these 
Christ  says  we  shall  “  search,”  for  they  testify  of  him. 

The  Jews  professed  to  believe  Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  reverenced 
these  scriptures  very  highly  ;  and  prided  themselves  in  being  Moses’  disci- 
ple.s.  But  Christ  declares  they  did  not^  believe  Moses,  or  else  they  would 
I  believe  him  likewise ;  for  Closes  wrote  of  him.  Christ  also  says  “  the 
Father  himself  which  hath  sent  me,  hath  borne  witness  of  me.”  The 
Saviour  here  evidently  alludes  to  those  promises,  types  and  predictions  which 
the  Father  hath  given  by  Moses  and  the  prophets  in  his  word  or  scriptures; 
for  immediately  following  he  says,  “  And  ye  have  not  his  word  abiding  in 
you,  for  whom  he  hath  sent,  him  ye  believe  not.”  Had  the}’  received 
God’s  word,  and  the  testimony  he  gave  of  Christ  in  that  word,  they  would 
also  have  known  him  by  that  testimony,  and  received  him, 

Christ  must  then,  of  necessity,  be  like,  or  compare  with  those  types  and 
figures,  and  agree  with  the  prophecies  and  declarations  in  the  scriptures  ; 
or  else  we  could  not  find  the  testimony  of  him  in  our  search,  nor  the  wit¬ 
ness  which  God  bare  of  him.  This  necessity  must  be  very  evident,  for  if 
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it  was  not  so,  God’s  wisdom  would  not  be  infallible,  his  word  not  true,  and 
would  only  be  calculated  to  confuse  and  deceive  those  who  search  and 
depend  upon  it.  Therefore,  when  Christ  came,  he  had  to  be  like  those 
representations,  and  could  do  nothing  contrary  to  what  had  been  spoken  of 
him  and  all  the  powers  of  Hell  could  not  prevent  the  accomplishing  of 
what  God,  in  his  word,  had  said  of  him.  AU  things  must  be  fulfilled  which 
were  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  the  Psalms, 
concerning  me.  These  things  had  to  be,  or  else  he  could  not  be  the  (.’hrist. 

As  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  prove  that  Christ  was  this  Messiah,  or  prom¬ 
ised  woman’s  seed,  I  will  not  go  further  in  regard  to  the  agreement  of 
Christ  with  these  types  and  prediction's.  My  object  being  merely  to 
impress  the  absolute  necessity  of  an  agreement  of  the.  type  with  the  thing 
tipified,  and  the  likeness  of  the  thing  predicted  with  the  prediction. 

Presuming  then  that  the  reader  believes  that  this  Jesus  is  vei‘ily  the  Son 
of  God,  and  his  word  everlasting  life,  we  will  proceed  by  the  help  of  f^od, 
to  examine  what  more  immediately  concerns  us,  viz:  what  that  word  re¬ 
quires  of  us,  and  whether  we  are  ourselves  obeying  it. 

God  in  the  beginning  had  created  man  pure  and  holy,  in  his  own 
image,  and  placed  him  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  where  he  enjoyed  fellow¬ 
ship  and  communion  with  God.  This  was  the  kingdom  of  God. 

This  kingdom  became  extinct  by  the  transgression  of  our  first  parents, 
and  man,  being  defiled  with  sin,  could  no  more  approach  to,  or  have  com¬ 
munion  with  God,  till  this  barrier  of  sin  was  removed,  and  he  was  reinstated 
in  that  innocent  and  holy  state  from  which  he  had  fallen.  This  rvas  to  be 
accomplished  by  Christ,  and  all  those  who  were  willing  now  to  receive  the 
favor  offered  to  them  by  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  had  the  opportunity  of 
renouncing  the  service  of  sin,  and  entering  into  fellowship  with  God,  and 
becoming  his  children  again.  Those  who  would  not  believe  on  him,  but 
would  reject  the  offer  of  his  grace,  should  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of 
God  should  abide  upon  them. 

Those  now  who  accepted  this  offer,  constituted  his  kingdom  or  church, 
which  it  was  said  should  be  an  everlasting  kingdom,  on  the  throne  of  which 
he  should  sit  and  rule  it  from  henceforth  even  forever. 

The  goodness  of  God  would  have  led  all  men  to  know  Christ,  and  thus 
bring  them  all  into  favor  with  himself,  and  into  joy  and  happiness,  from 
which  they  had  fallen.  This  the  devij  knew,  and  sought  to  prevent  by 
unbelief.  He  raised  up  imposters  and  false  Christs,  whom  he  would  lead 
the  people  to  believe  were  the  true  Christ,  and  would  have  all  men  to 
believe  the  true  one  was  false, — a  devil,  &c.  Likewise  with  the  church ; 
God  would  lead  all  men  to  enter  into  it  for  their  safetv,  but  the  devil  seeks 
to  prevent  it,  and  the  more  effectually  to  gain  his  purpose,  has  raised  up 
all  manner  of  sects  and  societies,  which  he  calls  churches  ;  and  would  per¬ 
suade  those  who  desire  to  seek  their  safety  to  enter  into  these ;  but  the 
true  church  he  ever  repiesents  as  false,  and  unfit  to  dwell  in.  ^ 

On  this  account  the  Lord  has  given  the  types  and  representations  ifi 
his  word,  both  of  Christ  and  his  church,  so  that  all  who  desire  can  search 
the  scriptures,  and  so  find  the  testimoii}^  there  recorded. 

With  regard  to  the  church,  the  love  of  God  has  induced  him  to  take 
especial  pains  to  give  unmistakable  signs  and  marks  by  which  it  may  be 
known. 

I  shall  endeavor ‘to  give  a  few  of  the  figures  and  prophecies  of  the  church, 
so  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  compare  the  body  in  which  we  stand  in  com¬ 
munion,  with  those  representations  in  the  word  of  God. 

The  ark  of  Noah  is  not  specially  named  in  scripture  as  a  figure  of  the 
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true  or  gospel  church  ;  but  its  agreement  witli  otlier  sci-ij>turul  representa¬ 
tions  of  it  is  so  complete  that  it  may  at  least  be  adverted  to,  and  more 
especially  as  it  does  not  conflict  with  sci’ipture  or  reason. 

When  the  antediluvians  had  become  so  ungodly  as  to  induce  the  JiOrd  to 
destroy  them  by  a  flood  of  waters,  he  commanded  Noah  ,  who  alone  found  favor 
in  his  sight,  to  build  an  ark  for  the  saving  of  his  house  or  family,  into  which 
he  was  commanded  to  receive  all  manner  of  beasts  and  creeping  things,  to 
keep  them  alive  and  save  them  from  the  flood.  Thi.s  ark  God  gave  Noah  es¬ 
pecial  directions  how  to  build.  The  structure,  size  and  shape,  length,  breadth 
and  fashion,  and  “  according  to  all  that  God  commanded  Noah  so  did  he."  It 
is  said  that  no  seaman  or  ship-builder  would  believe  that  such  a  vessel 
or  building  could  live  at  sea  even  without  the  attack  of  .^orm.  It  must 
then  be  evident  that  it  was  not  the  natural  adaptation  of  the  ark  to  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  navigation  wdiich  preserved  it,  but  alone  the  power  of  God. 

God  gave  a  strict  and  special  charge  to  Noah,  and  there  was^an  absolute 
necessity  for  his  strict  adherence  to  that  command.  All  the  wisdom  and 
skill  of  man,  is  but  a  faint  reflection  of  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  w^e  can 
therefore  ascribe  none  of  the  apparent  defects  in  the  structure  of  the  ark 
to  want  of  skill  or  inexperience.  The  wdsdom  of  (jod  had  formed  the  de¬ 
sign,  and  his  powder  effected  his  purpose.  His  word  had  declared  that  such 
an  ark  as  he  commanded  Noah  to  build,  should  save  its  inmates,  and  it  was 
impossible  it  could  fail.  Itad  Noah  been  acquainted  with  naval  architec¬ 
ture,  and  attempted  to  improve  w'hat  to  his  carnal  reason  might  have  ap¬ 
peared  defective,  there  is  no  question  but  ruin  and  disaster  w’ould  have 
been  the  result.  Neither  can  we  believe  that  any  other  person  could  have 
succeeded  by  any  contrivance,  however  well  it  might  have  agreed  with 
scientifle  principles.  It  is  said  by  faith  Noah  built  the  ark.  and  faith  would 
not  admit  of  any  departure  from  the  command  of  God. 

This  was  a  natural  ark  or  building,  which  was  to  save  the  people  of  God 
from  the  deluge  which  should  destroy  the  ungodly  ;  and  is  a  type  of  that 
spiritual  ark  which  God  designed  to  build  in  the  latter  day,  for  the  saving 
of  his  people  from  that  fiery  deluge  which  shall  destroy  the  wicked  and 
ungodly  in  the  end  of  time.  There  is  a  complete  resemblance  here,  the 
one  natural  the  other  spiritual.  None  could  be  ^aved  from  the  watery  del¬ 
uge  but  those  w^ho  entered  into  the  natui’al  ark  ;  so  none  can  be  saved 
from  the  fiery  deluge  in  the  end  of  time,  but  those  who  enter  into  the 
spiritual  ark,  wdiich  is  the  household  of  God,  and  home  of  his  household. 

God  had  designed  tJiat  certain  animals  of  every  kind  and  species  should 
be  preserved  alive,  and  the  ark  was  appointed  us  the  means  of  their  preser- 
ervation. 

These  animals  we  know'  are  very  diff’erent  in  their  disposition,  some  are 
wild,  others  are  tame,  some  are  ravenous  and  destructive,  others  gentle  and 
harmless,  and  some  are  natural  enemies  to  each  other. 

These  animals  could  never  have  been  brought  together,  and  dwell  with 
each  other  without  some  special  influence  and  7  ower  operatino’  upon  them, 
W'hich  brought  them  thus  to  harmonize  and  dwell  together  in  the  same 
small  building.  What  a  beautiful  likenc.ss  there  is  here  to  that  harnion}!' 
where  Jews  and  Gentiles,  bond  and  free,  wore  all  by  one  spii  it  baptised  into 
one  bod}",  and  were  all  made  to  drink  into  one  spirit. 

Noah  was  not  commanded  to  build  a  fleet  of  vessels,  so  that  either  peo¬ 
ple  or  creatures  could  make  a  choice  according  their  dispositions  ;  but  he 
built  one  ark,  and  all  their  dispositions  had  tc  be  changed  so  that  they 
could  harmonize  in  it. 

So  Christ,  the  spiritual  Noah,  did  not  estaliish  different  churches  or 
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kingdoms,  so  that  men,  could  choose  to  dwell  in  that  which  best  suited  their 
taste,  but  he  built  one  church,  into  which  all  must  enter  or  perish. 

Again, .the  children  of  Israel,  whom  God  had  chosen  to  be  a  peculiar 
people  unto  himself,  who  are  called  “  Israel  after  the  flesh, ’’  who  constitute 
a  separate  nation  from  all  others  upon  the  earth,  are  a  figure  of  the  true 
spiritual  Israel  or  church  of  ( 'hrist,  who  shall  wrestle  with  (lod  and  prevail. 

God  had  giveir  the  people  C)f  Israel  a  special  promise,  which  he  gave  to 
no  other  peoj)le  on  earth  •  and  though  all  mankind  had  the  law  written  in 
their  hearts,  and  Paul  says  “if  the  uiicircumcision  keep  the  righteousness 
of  the  law,  shall  not  his  uncirciiiucision  be  counted  for  circumcision.”  Yet 
however  righteously  they  may  have  lived,  no  person  could  receive  or  be  par¬ 
taker  of  the  special  promises  and  blessings  or  favors  of-  Israel,  unless  they 
were  circumcised.  Their  promise  was  a  temporal  blessing  in  a  favored  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  wdiere  peace  and  plenty  were  to  crown  their 
labors.  They  should  not  vex  the  stranger,  and  one  law  w^as  to  be  to  the 
stranger  and  him  that  was  born  in  the  land,  but  the  privileges  of  an  Israel¬ 
ite  he  could  not  enjoy  until  he  w’as  legally  inducted  into  the  figurative  fold 
of  God.  ^ 

This  is  a  complete  figure  of  the  true  spiritual  Israel,  who  should  be  born 
not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God,  begotten  by  his  w'ord,-  and  circumcised  not  with  the  circumcision  made 
with  hands,  but  with  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter.  Of 
this  circumcision,  that  of  the  literal  Israel  was  a  type,  and  the  soul  is  by 
it  inducted  into  Christ,  as  the  literal  Israel  were  by  their  outward  rite  into 
their  commonwealth. 

But  as  no  one  was  to  be  jiartaker  of  the  promises  of  Israel,  (however 
just  and  upright  they  were)  but  those  who  stood  under  the  covenant;  so 
no  one  has  any  promise,  or  can  become  partaker  of  the  blessings  of  the 
spiritual  Israel,  who  does  not  stand  in  their  covenant,  and  under  their 
covenant  hand,  which  is  Christ,  however  moral  and  righteous  a  life  he 
may  lead,  or  whatever  good  Avorks  he  may  have  done. 

God  did  not  form  a  number  of  kingdoms  or  communities  where  there 
was  a  promise.  The  privilege  was  free  to  all,  but  all  had  ^o  come  and 
unite  with  this  one  people,  and  submit  to  their  one  law. 

This  people,  in  order  to  enjoy  these  blessings,  had  to  subihit  to  and  obey 
the  laws  which  God  had  given  them.  For  those  sins  and  trans2:ressions 
which  grew  out  of  ignorance  or  weakness,  they  had  to  bring  their  appoint¬ 
ed  ofl’erings  and  sacrifices  to  the  priests,  who  offered  them  for  the  expiation 
of  the  guilt  of  their  sins,  and  in  so  doing  they  had  the  promise  of  forgive¬ 
ness.  But  voluntary  and  presumptuous  sinners,  or  those  who  justified 
themselves  in  such  transgressions  as  grow  out  of  weakness  or  sudden  temp¬ 
tation,  and  refused  to  bring  the  oblations  which  were  appointed  by  the 
Lord  to  make  reconciliation  for  their  oftences,  were  excluded  from  the 
privileges,  promises  and  blessings  of  Israel.  So  those  of  the  spiritual 
Israel  (  who  likewise  inhabit  a  weak  and  sinful  flesh)  are  liable  to,  and  do 
commit  frequent  trespasses  against  the  law  of  Christ,  but  have  the  high 
priest  who  can  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  their  infirmities,  to  plead 
in  their  behalf,  and  offer  to  God  those  offerings  of  an  humble  spirit  and  a 
contrite  heart,  which  Go  I  has  appointed  as  the  sacrifices  with  which  he  is 
well  pleased,  and  in  him  they  have  the  assurance  of  forgivnoss.  But 
those  who  follow  the  dictates  of  their  carnal  reason,  and  the  motions  of 
their  sinful  flesh,  presuming  upon  the  merits  of  Christ;  or  those  who  are 
contentious  and  obstinate,  and  will  not  humble  themselves  and  repent  of 
their  sins  of  infirmity,  and  bring  those  oflferings  appointed  for  the  expia- 
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tion  of  the  guilt  of  their  sin,  shall  also  be  excluded  from  the  promises,, 
privileges  and  blessings  of  the  spiritual  Israel.  \Vc  might  draw  many 
comparisons  here,  but  will  forbear  for  the  present,  and  only  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  reader  to  the  unity  presented  by  this  figure. 

In  the  wilderness  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  to  build  the  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation,  which  was  the  place  where  he  promised  to  meet  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  where  they  were  commanded  to  bring  their  sacrifices  and  ofier- 
ings.  For  the  erection  of  this  tabernacle,  Moses  received  a  strict  com¬ 
mand  as  to  form  in  all  its  particulars,  and  a  pattern  showed  him  in  the 
mount.  And  let  them  make  me  a  sanctuary  that  I  may  dwell  among 

them,  according  to  all  that  I  shew  thee,  after  the  pattern  of  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  pattern  of  all  the  instruments  thereof,  even  so  shall  ye  make  it.’^ 
Exod.  25th.  And  again,  at  the  conclusion  of-  the  chapter,  the  Lord  says : 

And  look  that  thou  make  them  after  their  pattern,  which  was  shewed 
thee  in  the  mount. And  when  the  work  was  done,  and  the  tabernacle  fin¬ 
ished,  reared  and  brought  to  Moses,  it  is  said.  Exodus  39th,  According 
to  all  that  the  Lord  commanded  did  Moses,  so  the  children  of  Israel  made 
all  the  work,  and  Moses  did  look  upon  all  the  work,  and  behold  they  had 
done  it  as  the  Lord  had  commanded,  even  so  had  they  done  it,  and  Moses 
blessed  them.’’  And  when  all  was  finished  according  to  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord,  the  “  cloud  covered  the  tent  of  the  congregation,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  filled  the  tabernacle.” 

The  strict  charge  of  the  Lord  here  given  to  Moses,  with  regard  to  form 
and  pattern,  material  and  color  as  detailed  in  all  their  minutia,  and  the 
strict  observance  of  this  charge  in  all  particulars,  is  certainly  not  w'ritten 
in  vain,  and  may  teach  us  the  necessity  of  closely  observing  whatsoever 
the  Lord  teaches  us.  , 

We  can  not  believe  that  God  would  have  condescended  to  dwell  amongst 
Israel,  and  his  glory  to  fill  the  tabernacle,  if  they  had  not  honored  him  by 
showing  their  faith  and  obedience,  in  making  all  things  according  to  his 
commands. 

This  tabernacle,  Paul  say»,  was  a  figure  for  the  time  then  present,  of  the 
true  tabernacle ;  which  the  Son  pitched  and  not  man ;  and  then  goes  on  to 
'Show,  or  draw  a  comparison  between  the  services  of  the  priests,  and  that  of 
Christ,  which  was  typified  by  the  former.  As  the  Lord  promised  to  be 
with  Israel  in  the  tabernacle,  so  Jesus  Christ  has  promised  also  to  be  with 
his  disciples,  or  dwell  with  his  church,  (which  was  typified  by  the  taber¬ 
nacle,)  as  he  saith  in  2d  Cor.  6th,  “I  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  shall 
be  my  sous  and  daughters.” 

Here  again  as  there  is  but  one  God,  so  there  was  but  one  high  priest, 
and  but  one  tabernacle,  where  God  had  promised  to,  and  did  dwell,  and 
where  all  Israel  had  to  bring  their  offerings. 

When  this  people  of  the  Lord  had  entered  into  the  promised  land,  and 
had  dwelt  there  a  season,  and  been  prosperous,  the  Lord  commanded  them 
to  build  him  an  house,  where  he  would  dwell  or  meet  them  as  he  had  done 
in  the  tabernacle.  Here  they  should  bring  their  sacrifices  and  offerings, 
and  when  brought  to  this  place,  and  offered  according  to  the  command  of 
God,  he  would  accept  them. 

This  house,  David  his  servant,  designed  to  build,  but  God  told  him  he 
should  “not  build  a  house  for  his  name,  but  Solomon  thy  son,  he  shall 
build  my  house  and  my  courts.”  But  the  fashion  of  the  house,  God  made 
David  to  understand,  and  this  he  gave  to  his  son  Solomon,  whom  he  told, 
“  The  Lord  made  me  understand  in  writing,  by  his  hand  upon  me,  even  all 
the  work  of  this  pattern.” 
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'  The  stone  nnd  wood  of  which  this  house  or  temple  was  constructed,  was 
in  its  natural  state,  nothing  different  from  other  stone  in  the  quarry,  or 
trees  in  the  forrest;  hut  were  so  hewn,  dressed  and  fitted,  that  when  they 
were  brought  together  to  be  erected  into' a  house,  they  fitted  together  so 
nicely,  that  the  noise  of  hammer  or  iron  was  not  heard,  in  making  them 
join  and  fit.  Josephus  says,  they  joined  so  nicely  as  if  they  had  naturally 
united  themselves  together. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  in  different  places  in  his  epistles,  compares  this  tem¬ 
ple  with  the  church,  saying  :  Ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God,”  &c., 
to  which  I  suppose  the  Apostle,  Peter,  also  alludes,  when  he  says :  Ye  as 
lively  stones  are  built  up,  a  spiritual  house,  a  holy  priesthood,  to  offer  up 
spiritual'sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God,”  &c. 

The  likeness  here  between  the  literal  temple,  where  the  literal  Israel 
were  to  worship,  and  the  church  of  Christ  or  Spiritual  temple,  where  the 
Spiritual  Israel  should  worship,  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  is  very  exact:  as 
is  also  the  comparison  between  the  material  of  w^hich  they  are  built.  The 
material  of  which  the  literal  temple  was  built,  has  already  been  adverted 
to.  That  of  the  spiritual,  consisting  of  converted  souls,  who  were  by 
nature  nothing  different  from  all  others  m  the  world,  but  by  conversion 
they  were  so  changed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds,  as  to  form  a  complete 
unity.  Formerly  they  were  carnal,  but  now  spiritual,  and  are  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  so  joined  together  in  one,  as  to  become  one  heart  and  soul; 
which  was  fitly  prefigured  by  the  joining  of  the  stones  in  the  literal  ^ 
temple. 

There  was  here  but  one  temple,  and  one  worship ;  all  pointing  to  that 
unity  in  the  Spirit,  wherein  the  true  worshipers  stand. 

The  Lord  also  by  his  holy  Prophets  whom  he  had  annointed  with  his 
spirit,  and  who  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  spirit  of  God,  foretold 
and  spoke  of  the  coneeption,  birth,  life  and  death,  of  this  Messiah : — 

Therefore  the  Lord  himself  shall  give  you  a  sign.  Behold  a  virgin  shall 
conceive,  and  bear  a  son,  and  shall  call  his  name  Immanuel ;”  and  again 
it  is  said,  Tie  shall  grow  up  before  him  as  a  "tender  plant,  and  as  a  root 
out  of  a  dry  ground ;  and  of  his  person,  “  He  hath  no  form  nor  comeliness, 
and  when  we  shall  see  him,  there  is  no  beauty  that  one  should  desire 
him.”  Further,  he  was  said  to  be  despised  and  rejected,  a  man  of  sorrow 
and  acquainted  with  grief.  He  was  despised  and  we  esteemed  him  not,  &c., 
as  we  see  abundantly  set  forth  in  the  52  C.  Isaiah. 

Of  the  kingdom  which  he  was  to  establish,  the  Prophets  have  also 
spoken.  It  was  said  it  should  be  an  everlasting  kingdom.  Of  the  in¬ 
crease  of  his  government  and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne 
David  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  establish  it  with  judg¬ 
ment  and  with  justice,  from  henceforth  even  forever.”  Further  it  is  said 
when  speaking  of  this  kingdom  :  Every  battle  of  the  warrior  is  with 

confused  noise,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood,  but  this  shall  be  with  burn¬ 
ing,  and  fuel  for  fire.” — Isa.  9th.  And  in  Isa.  2d,  “  And  he  shall  judge 
among  the  nations,  and  shall  rebuke  many  people,  and  they  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks ;  nation 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  itation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any 
more.”  When  this  ‘‘rod  shall  come  forth  out  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  and 
the  branch  grow  out  of  his  roots,”  and  shall  begin  to  judge  the  earth  with 
righteousness  and  equity,  then  “  the  wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the  lamb, 
and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid ;  and  the  calf  and  the  young 
lion  and  the  fatling  together;  and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them.  The 
cow  and  the  bear  shall  feed;  their  young  ones  shall  lie  down  together ; 
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and  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox,  and  th^  sucking  child  shall  play 
on  the  hole  of  thp  asp,  and  the  weaned  child  put  his  hand  on  the  cocka¬ 
trice’s  den.  They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  on  all  iny  holy  mountain ; 
for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea.” — Isa.  11th.  Of  this  way  it  is  said,  “  Xo  lion  shall  be 
there,  nor  any  ravenous  beast  shall  go  up  thereon,  it  shall  not  be  found 
there;  but  the  redeemed  shall  walk  there.” — Is.  35th. 

Moses  and  Solomon  received  the  instructions  from  the  Lord,  how  they 
should  build  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  but  they  did  not  do  the  work 
themselves,  but  gave  directions  to  the  workmen  how  they  should  do  it; 
and  so  Christ  though  he  is  the  head  of  his  church,  did  not  build  it  him- 
self  in  person,  but  gave  full  directions  in  every  particular  to  his  Apostles, 
who  after  his  departure  received  power  and  authority  from  on  high  to 
complete  the  work. 

Christ  being  a  king  and  the  church  his  kingdom,  he,  as  the  true  lawgiver 
of  whom  Moses  spake  when  he  said,  the  Lord  their  God  would  raise  up 
another  prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  whom  they  should  hear,  gives 
his  instructions  and  laws,  saying,  ‘‘Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said 
by  them  of  old  time,  Thou  shalt  not  forswear  thyself,  but  shalt  perform 
unto  the  Lord  thine  oaths  :  but  I  say  unto  you  swear  not  at  all,  Ac.,  but 
let  your  communication  be  yea,  yea,  nay,  nay  ;  for  whatsoever  is  m’ore 
than  these  cometh  of  evil.  Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said  an  eye 
for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth.  But  I  say  unto  you  that  you  resist 
not  evil,  but  whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the  right  cheek  turn  to  him 
the  other  also.  And  if  any  man  will  sue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take  away 
thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  also.  And  whosever  shall  convpel  thee 
to  go  a  mile  go  with  him  twain.  Give  to  him  that  asketh  thee,  and  from 
him  that  would  borrow  of  thee  turn  not  thou  away.  Ye  have  heard  that 
it  hath  been  said,  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  and  hate  thine  enemy,  but 
I  say  unto  you,  love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you  and 
persecute  you.  That  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven  :  for  he  maketh  the  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and 
sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust.”  3Iath.  5th. 

Thus,  in  the  very  commencement  of  his  mission,  teaching  and  incul¬ 
cating  that  doctrine  which  would  lead  his  disciples  to  come  into  confor¬ 
mity  with  the  type  of  the  creatures  in  the  ark,  and  the  prophecy  of  Isa¬ 
iah  regarding  the  harmony  of  the  gentle  and  ravenous  beasts  quoted 
before.  All  his  walk,  conduct  and  conversation  whilst  on  earth,  and  every 
precept  and  principle  he  inculcated,  was  consistent  and  harmonized  with 
the  above  teaching,  in  his  sermon  on  the  mount. 

Peter  was  told  to  put  his  sword  in  the  sheath,  the  disciples  to  be  wise 
as  serpents,  but  harmless  as  doves,  and  when  they  were  persecuted  in  one 
city,  they  should  flee  to  another. 

The  Lord,  besides  giving  Moses  strict  charges  with  regard  to  all  the 
particulars  of  size  and  structure  of  the  tabernacle,  showed  him  a  pattern 
also,  and  David  also  was  shown  a  pattern  of  the  temple  which  Solomon 
should  build.  Now  we  know  that  if  we  give  an  artist  ever  so  plain  a 
description  of  a  piece  of  work  which  we  wish  him  to  execute  ;  we  give 
him  the  size,  shape  and  form,  and  describe  it  ever  so  exactly,  if  we  then 
show  him  a  pattern  of  the  object,  it  will  greatly  assist  his  conceptions  of 
it.  So  the  Lord  also  showed  these  a  pattern  of  the  work  which  they  were 
to  construct. 

-  So  Christ  likewise,  besides  giving  his  apostles  full  and  complete  instruc- 
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tions  and  commandments  liow  they  should  live  and  walk  on  earth,  and 
what  they  they  should  teach  mankind,  gave  them  patterns  likewise,  so 
that  they  might  be  assisted  in  their  conceptions  of  their  duty,  and  more^ 
correctly  understand  his  design. 

We  ail  know  that  there  are  such  rules  in  architecture,  whereby  stones 
and  timbers  may  be  squared,  and  wrought  to  a  particular  rule,  so  that 
when  they  are  brought  together  and  joined,  every  piece  will  fit  to  the 
particular  place  for  which  it  was  designed.  If  the  rule  by  which  they  - 
have  been  wrought  is  good,  they  must  join  and  fit.  If  they  do  not  thus 
join,  then  the  rule  must  either  be  faulty,  or  the  workman  not  have  ad¬ 
hered  to  it.  In  the  preparation  of  the  material  for  the  literal  temple,  it 
seems  the  rule  by  which  they  wrought  was  particularly  good,  and  the 
workmen  adhered  particularly  close  to  it,  and  the  result  was  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  adaption  of  all  the  dilferent  pieces  to  the  place  for  which  they 
were  designed.  The  house,  it  is  said,  “  Was  built  of  stone  made  ready 
before  it  was  brought  thither,  so  that  there  was  neither  hammer  nor  axe, 
nor  any  tool  of  iron  heard  in  the  house  wliile  it  was  building.’’  Had  any 
one  or  more  of  these  workmen  disregarded  their  directions,  or  thought  it 
not  necessary  to  be  so  very  exact,  it  must  be  evident  to  every  one,  such  a 
result  could  never  have  been  attained. 

Thus  the  Saviour  has  also  given  the  rule  in  his  sermon  on  the  mount, 
to  which  the  lively  stones  of  which  his  spiritual  house  shall  be  built, 
must  be  wrought,  so  that  they  will  fit  and  join  together,  without  any  noise, 
confusion  or  constraint,  for  want  of  adaptation. 

In  order  to  assist  our  weak  conceptions,  the  Lord  Jesus  frequently 
makes  comparisons  of  spiritual  things  with  natural  ones ;  and  these 
natural  objects  become  patterns  for  us,  by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to 
know  whether  the  spiritual  object  agrees  with  the  instructions  of  the  Lord. 
In  this  sense  he  has  given  us  the  pattern  of  sheep  and  lambs ;  in  addition 
to  his  rule  in  the  sermon  on  the  mount,  so  that  besides  having  the  rule, 
we  may  have  the  pattern  also,  to  which  we  must  be  wrought,  for  the 
building  of  this  spiritual  temple  or  church. 

We  might  then  ask  the  question,  how,  or  in  what  manner  we  must  re¬ 
semble  sheep  ?  Evidently  not  in  our  person,  or  outward  appearance ; 
neither  in  regard  to  rational  faculties ;  but  as  I  conceive,  in  their  gentle, 
unassuming  and  inofiensive  disposition.  There  must  be  something  in 
which  the  disciples  of  Jesus  compare  with  sheep,  for  the  Saviour  fre¬ 
quently  calls  them  sheep,  and  compares  them  to  sheep.  Long  before  the 
advent  of  the  Saviour,  the  word  of  Grod  had  said,  he  should  be  led  like 
a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a,  sheep  before  his  shearer  is  dumb,*so 
opened  he  not  his  mouth.”  This  prophecy  being  so  plainly  fulfilled  in 
Christ,  and  his  disciples  being  commanded  to  walk  in  his  footsteps,  it  is 
plain  that  this  is  the  allusion. 

The  Saviour  likewise  set  a  little  child  in  the  midst  of  his  disciples  as  a 
pattern,  and  told  them,  “  Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little 
children,  ye  can  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  Paul  explains 
the  meaning  of  the  Saviour  in  this  pattern,  or  in  what  way  we  shall  be 
like  little  children,  by  telling  us  we  shall  be  children  in  malice,  but  in 
understanding  men.  But  the  expression  of  the  Saviour  seems  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  we  must  be  converted,  before  we  can  become  like  little  children 
in  this  sense. 

We  know  that  no  timbers  or  stone  are  of  such  a  sh^pe  by  nature,  that 
they  would  join  to  form  a  building,  without  being  subjected  to  violence; 
especially  such  a  building  as  the  temple  of  Solomon  was: 
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Just  so  it  is  with  u.«;.  By  nature  we  are  not  fitted,  and  in  tliis  state 
never  could  be  brought  together  to  form  sucdi  a  community  as  Christ’s 
church,  or  spiritual  temple,  or  kingdom.  But  b}'  conversion,  and  be- 
comino:  as  Christ  has  taught  in  his  sermon  on  the  mount,  and  wrought  to 
the  pattern  of  innocence,  as  little  children,  and  harmless,  inofFensive  and 
indefensive  as  sheep  and  lambs,  we  may  be  thus  bound  together  by  the 
strong  cords  of  love ;  so  that  everv  one  will  esteem  others  better  than 
themselves,  and  no  one  seek  his  own,  but  every  one  another’s  wealth. 

The  work  of  grace  in  the  soul  by  which  man  is  wrought  to  the  pattern 
here  given,  is  a  mystery  which  is  invisible  to  the  natural  eye,  and  cannot 
be  comprehended  by  the  carnal  mind  ;  wherefore  Christ  has  said,  “  The 
wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but 
canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth  :  so  is  every  one 
that  is  born  of  the  spirit.”  A  carnal  person  may  hear  the  groanings, 
lamentations  and  sighs  of  one  who  is  smarting  under  a  sense  of  guilt,  and 
laden  with  the  burden  of  their  sins  ]  feeling  in  their  souls  what  Paul  says, 
that  ^Ahe  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  Heaven  against  all  ungodliness 
and  unrighteousness  of  men,”  and  they  may  also  hear  hi.s  exclamations  of 
joy,  when  he  comes  to  be  relieved  of  this  burden  by  coming  to  Christ, 
and  tasting  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come ; 
but  he  knows  no  more  of  it  than  he  does  of  whence  the  wind  comes,  or 
whither  it  goes.  His  words  and  actions,  however,  bring  with  them  an 
evidence  that  there  is  a  change ;  but  this  change  they  can  not  compre¬ 
hend,  and  think  it  strange  that  ve  run  not  with  them  to  the  same  ex- 
cess  of  riot”  as  they  did  before.  Such  a  person  thus  wrought  upon  by 
the  grace  and  spirit  of  God,  and  one  who  is  a  stranger  to  it,  can  no  more 
understand  each  other  and  walk  together,  than  a  stone  or  piece  of  timber 
which  has  been  wrought  to  such  a  rule  as  mentioned  before,  can  fit  or 
join  with  one  which  is  rough  and  unhewn.  But  if  they  meet  another 
which  has  undergone  the  same  operation,  and  is  under  the  influence  of 
the  same  spirit ;  they  are  drawn  together  by  that  spirit,  and  there  is  a 
perfect  understanding  and  harmony  between  them. 

In  preparing  the  material  for  the  literal  temple,  the  artisan  had  the 
object  of  their  uniting  together  in  view,  but  the  stones  and  timbers 
themselves  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and  so  the  great  artisan  has  here  also  the 
object  of  bringing  together  into  one,  the  children  of  God  who  are  scattered 
abroad  ]  but  the  souls  thus  operated  upon  think  of  nothing  of  the  kind  till 
they  meet  their  fellow,  and  then  are  filled  with  wonder  and  admiration  at 
the  love  and  power  of  God. 

The  literal  was  a  dead  temple,  composed  of  dead  material,  and  conse¬ 
quently  no  action  or  life  was  expected.  The  material  was  prepared, 
brought  together  and  united,  and  then  was  fini.Jied,  and  there  it  stood. 
But  Christ’s  temple  was  to  be  a  living  one,  built  up  of  living  stones, 
made  alive  by  the -spirit,  which  is  a  life-giving  principle,  and  was  to  act 
^  by  offering  up  spiritual  sacrifices  acceptable  to  God. 

Though  the  means  by  which  man  has  been  wrought  to  this  state,  and 
the  work  itself  is  incomprehensible  to  the  carnal  mind,  the  result  of  it  is 
not  so.  The  sweet  fruits  of  the  spirit  are  manifest  to  them,  and  as  these 
are  so  different  from  what  thev  themselves  can  brino-  forth,  are  to  work 
conviction  in  his  heart,  of  their  Divine  origin.  A  new  commandment 
I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye 
also  love  one  another.  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  mv  disci¬ 
ples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another.”  This  condition  they  could  not  per¬ 
form,  without  they  would  receive  power  from  him ;  because  it  was  a 
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Divine  principle,  and  without  a  Divine  influence  it  could  not  be  produced 
in  them.  Therefore  Christ  said  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing show¬ 
ing  and  teaching  us  the  absolute  necessity  of  looking  to  and  depending 
upon  him  for  the  power  to  keep  and  fulfil  his  commandments. 

Thus  it  is  manifest  that,  though  the  carnal  mind  cannot  comprehend 
this  work,  it  can  yet  know  the  fruits,  for  Christ  says  all  men  shall  know 
by  the  fruit  of  love  that  we  are  his  disciples. 

That  the  disciples  might  better  understand  our  Saviour  with  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  depending  on  him  for  the  ability  to  discharge  those  duties 
which  he  enjoined  upon  them,  and  bring  forth  those  sweet  and  delightful 
fruits  of  the  spirit,  he  has  set  forth  the  relation  of  the  church  to  himself, 
under  the  similitude  of  the  vine,  saying,  I  am  the  true  vine  and  my 
Father  is  the  husbandman  and  again,  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
branches ;  he  that  abideth  in  me  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth 
much  fruit,  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.^^ 

We  will  for  the  present  pass  by  this  simile,  only  calling  the  attention 
of  the  reader  to  its  agreement  with  the  types  and  prophecies  adverted  to 
in  the  Old  Testament,  all  pointing  to  peace  and  harmony,  and  represent¬ 
ing  a  perfect  unity. 

Christ  also  prayed  his  Heavenly  Father  that  his  disciples  should  be 
one,  and  he  said  he  prayed  not  for  these  alone,  but  for  those  also  who 
should  believe  on  him  through  their  word,  that  they  also  should  be  one, 
and  the  world  thereby  know  that  he  had  sent  him.  This  alone  should 
satisfy  every  one,  that  the  Church  of  God  must  be  a  unit.  The  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  those  who  believe  on  him  through  their  word,  con¬ 
stitute  the  Church  of  God,  and  they  must  either  be  one,  or  the  prayer  of 
Christ  was  not  heard. 

Again,  Caiaphas,  the  high  priest,  in  his  priestly  capacity,  prophesied 
that  Jesus  should  die  for  that  nation,  and  the  Evangelist  adds,  “  And  not 
for  that  nation  only,  but  that  also  he  should  gather  together  in  one,  the 
children  of  God  that  were  scattered  abroad.” 

Now  here  the  Evangelist  asserts  that  Christ  died  for  this  purpose, 
That  he  should  gather  together  in  one  the  children  of  God  and  they 
must  be  thus  gathered  into  one,  or  else  the  object  of  Christ’s  death  was 
not  accomplished. 

Having  now  briefly  set  forth  some  of  the  types  and  figures  in  the  Old 
Testament,  which  we  conceive  refer  to  the  Gospel  Church,  as  well  as  the 
prophecies  and  predictions  of  holy  men  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation, 
and  then  came  down  to  the  time  of  Christ,  and  referred  to  what  he  has 
said  and  commanded,  as  well  as  to  the  figures  he  gave  and  representations 
he  made,  let  us  now  inquire  whether  there  ever  was  such  a  church  or 
kingdom  established  on  earth,  as  agreed  in  every  particular  with  these 
figures  and  prophesies  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  the  commands,  repre¬ 
sentations  and  sympols  in  the  New. 

It  was  said  that  the  Messiah  should  be  a  king,  he  would  establish  a  king¬ 
dom,  that  it  should  be  glorious,  and  would  endure  forever.  When  he  was  * 
born,  it  was  said  by  the  wise  men,  Whe^e  is  he  that  is  born  king  of  the 
Jews.”  Mark,  in  his  gospel,  says,  Now  after  that  John  was  put  in 
prison,  Jesus  came  into  Galilee,  preaching  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  saying  :  The  time  is  fulfilled,  and  the  "kingdom  of  God  iS  at 
hand,  repent  ye  and  believe  in  the  gospel.”  When  he  sent  forth  his 
twelve  apostles  to  preach,  he  told  them  to  declare  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven  as  at  hand  and  when  he  sent  out  the  seventy  disciples  he  told 
them  to  say  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you.”  He  did 
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not  himself  say  any  where,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  was  come,  nor  did 
he  instruct  his  disciples  so  to  say.  But  he  told  his  disciples  that  some 

of  them  should  not  “  taste  of  death  till  tliey  have  seen  the  kinirdom  of 

__  *■  ” 

Heaven  come  with  power.”  This  plainly  shows  that  the  kingdom  was 
not  yet  come,  but  was  not  far  off. 

With  all  these  prophecies  and  declarations,  it  is  not  strange  that  those 
who  believed  on  him  should,  expect  him  to  erect  a  kingdom  ;  hence  the 
constant  inquiries  of  his  disciples  and  others  respecting  this  kingdom; 
and  so  long  as  he, was  on  earth,  even  to  the  time  he  led  his  disci])les  out 
to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  where  he  took  his  final  personal  depart ui'C  from 
them,  we  hear  inquiries  relative  to  this  kingdom,  and  all  betray  in  those 
who  made  them,  an  utter  ignorance  of  its  nature.  Though  Christ  did  not 
personally  establish  this  kingdom,  or  set  it  up  on  earth,  he  did  in  person 
give  all  the  directions  and  commands  respecting  its  establishment,  propa¬ 
gation  and  government,  and  that  to  the  very  persons  who  manifested  such 
ignorance  of  its  nature,  whilst  he  was  giving  them  the  instructions  and 
commands  under  which  they  should  act.  Christ  did  not  send  them  forth 
in  this  ignorance  to  preach  the  gospel,  because  they  were  not  C[ualified ; 
hut  he  told  them  to  repair  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  tarry  till  they  were 
endued  with  power  from  on  high.  “  John  truly  baptised  with  water,  but 
ye  shall  be  baptised  with  the  Holy  Ghost  not  many  days  hence.” 

This  shows  the  utter  impossiblity  of  any  one  being  qualified  by 
study  or  human  teaching  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  by  any 
means  short  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  These  apostles  though  they  “  comjDa- 
nied  with  Christ  all  the  time  he  went  in  and  out  amongst  them,'  begin¬ 
ning  from  the  baptism  of  John,  (which  was  his  entrance  into  the  ministry) 
until  the  day  he  was  taken  up  into  Heaven,”  and  heard  him  “  who  spake 
as  never  yet  man  spake,”  and  saw  and  heard  so  much  more  than  any 
person  now  can  see  or  hear,  (as  many  other  things  which  Jesus  did  are 
not  written)  but  all  could  not  give  them  a  just  conception  of  the  work, 
until  it  was  impressed  upon  them  by  a  power  from  on  high. 

Christ  told  his  disciples  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  is  within  you ;  and 
this  they  had  not  yet  received  as  a  little  child,  (as  he  says)  and  conse¬ 
quently  they  could  not  preach  it.  But  with  the  enduing  from  on  high, 
they  were  qualified  both  with  knowledge  and  language,  to  accomplish  the 
purpose  of  God. 

I  suppose  no  one  will  gainsay  that  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
the  disciples,  on  the  day  of  pentecost,  was  the  origin  or  establishment  of 
the  church  of  Christ,  or  kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  where  the  whole  work 
or  purpose  of  God  in  the  incarnation  of  his  Son,  and  his  mission  on  earth, 
was  accomplished,  in  those  souls  who  believed,  and  were  thus,  to  the  auiount 
of  three  thousand,  inducted  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

Now,  if  Jesus  himself  had  to  agree  with  those  types  and  figures  which 
were  given  of  him,  and  all  things  which  were  written  of  him  by  Moses  in 
the  law,  and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  the  Psalms,  had  to  be  fulfilled,  must 
not  his  church  also  agree  with  the  types,  and  all  the  prophecies  in  the  old 
testament,  and  especially  with  the  declarations  and  figures  of  Christ  him¬ 
self  in  the  new  ? 

When  the  Holy  Ghost  came  upon  the  disciples,  Peter  immediately  began 
to  show  this  agreement.  He  now  wanted  the  people  to  embrace  the  gospel; 
to  do  this  he  had  to  convince  them  that  this  was  now  what  had  been  for- 
told  of  it,  and  called  their  attention  to  the  agreement  of  the  w^ork  with 
what  was  spoken  by  the  prophet  Joel.  That  which  was  spoken  by  Moses 
and  the  prophets  was  the  only  ground  of  proof  they  had ;  and  if  there  had 
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been  no  agreement  here,  they  could  not  have  wrought  any  conviction. 
Therefore,  we  find  Paul  very  frequently  refering  to  these  ;  and  near  the 
conclusion  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  it  is  said  “  that  on  a  certain  day 
when  many  people  had  come  to  him  into  his  lodging,  to  whom  he  expounded 
and  testified  the  kingdom  of  God,  persuading  them  concerning  Jesus,  both 
out  of  the  law  of  Moy.es  and  out  of  t  he  proj)licfs,  from  morning  till  evening.’' 

If  we  then  bompare  this  church  as  established  here  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  with  the  ark  of  Noah,  what  a  complete  argument  do  we  find. 
There  were  here  three  thousand  souls  added  to  the, church  in  one  day, 
and  very  shortly  after  it  had  increased  to  five  thousand.  There  were  here, 
it  is  said,  devout  men  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven,  and  though  it  is 
not  expressly  said  that  of  all  these  different  nations  some  embraced  the 
Gospel ;  yet  the  language  seems  to  imply  it,  at  any  rate  there  are  here 
persons  of  some  twelve  or  fifteen  different  languages,  vdio  were  confounded 
and  amazed,  because  they  every  one  heard  the  disciples  speak  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  wherein  they  were  born,  and  in  their  amazement  ‘^said,  one  to 
another,  what  meaneth  this!”  and  when  Peter  had  declared  it,  they  were 
pricked  in  their  hearts,  and  said,  “  men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do  ?” 

May  we  not  believe  that  there  was  here  every  shade  of  natural  dispo¬ 
sition  and  temperament ;  from  the  mild  and  amiable,  to  the  excitable, 
violent  and  blood  thirsty.  But  here  they  are  all  by  one  spirit  baptised  into 
one  body,  and  “  the  multitude  that  believed  were  one  heart  and  one  soul 
and  here,  as  in  the  ark,  they  all  entered  the  same  fold,  and  harmonized 
together.  The  type  prefigured  a  unit,  and  the  antitype  presents  it  com¬ 
pletely  formed. 

,  The  -unity  here  of  these  souls  who  have  been  circumcised,  not  with  that 
circumcison  made  with  hands,  but  with  the  heart,  and  their  free  submis- 
sion  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Apostles,  is  fitly  prefigured  by  the  literal  Israel, 
who  were  all  subject  to  the  one  law,  and  had  all  the  same  offerings  and 
sacrifices  to  bring  to  the  one  tabernacle. 

The  unity  prefigured  by  the  temple,  which  was  composed  of  stones  and 
timbers,  (as  already  adverted  to,)  which  differed  nothing  from  all  other 
stones  or  timbers,  but  were  so  wrought  upoji  as  to  unite  without  any  noise 
or  forcing,  is  here  completely  fulfilled  in  this  spiritual  temple,  composed  of 
persons  in  no  way  differing  from  others  in  the  world,  but  wrought  upon  by 
a  power  from  on  high,  are  so  prepared  and  fitted  for  unity,  that  they  are 
brought  together  and  became  one  heart  and  soul ;  without  any  previous 
consultation  about  terms,  or  any  formal  agreement  or  outward  bond  of  any 
kind,  but  by  one  spirit  they  have  been  united  into  one  body. 

Having  already  made  some  comparison  between  the  temple  and  church, 
we  will  not  here  enlarge,  only  to  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  their 
agreement. 

With  regard  to  the  prophecies,  we  have  a  most  complete  fulfilment  of 
the  predictions  respecting  this  kingdom.  All  war  and  violence  here  ceased 
and  we  do  not  find  a  single  instance  of  any  of  the  members  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  offering  any  violence,  threatening  any  revenge,  or  resisting  any  evil 
or  injury.  No  matter  how  ravenous  and  destructive  they  were  before, 
after  conversion  and  uniting  with  the  church,  they  were  harmless  and 
indefensive  as  doves  and  lambs,  and  there  Ttas  nothing  to  hurt  or  destroy, 
on  all  the  Lord's  holy  mountain.  Saul,  though  breathing  threatening  and 
slaughter  before  conversion,  now  consorts  with  the  lambs  of  Christ,  and 
fitly  represents  the  wolf  dwelling  with  the  lamb,  and  being  the  joy  and  de¬ 
light  of  the  children  of  God,  especially  the  new  born  babes,  who  he  fed 
with  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Gospel,  by  which  they  grew  and  increased  in 
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strength  and  vigor;  and  when  they  had  grown  to  such  a  stature,  that  the 
breast  of  Christ  was,  as  it  were,  withdrawn  from  them,  and  they  had  to  be 
nourished  by  meat  not  so  delicate  or  delicious  to  the  taste,  represented  by 
weaning,  he  solaced  and  comforted  them  by  the  promises  of  the  Cospel,  so 
that  he  was  particularly  agreeable  to,  and  delighted  them.  The  child  now 
played  at  the  hole  of  the  asp,  and  the  weaned  child  no  more  feared  to  put 
his  hand  on  the  cockatrices’  den.  That  subtle  poison  and  deadly  hate, 
had  all  been  neutralized,  and  converted  by  the  power  of  God’s  spirit,  into 
that  meekness  and  divine  love,  which  delightcth  every  child  of  God. 

Here  was  indeed  fulfilled  what  the  prophet  Isaiah  says,  in  his  35th  c., 
^^And  a  high  way  shall  be  there,  and  a  way;  and  it  shall  be  called  the  way 
of  holiness;  the  unclean  shall  not  pass  over  it,  but  it  shall  be  for  those  the 
wayfaring  men,  though  fools  shall  not  err  therein.  No  Lion  ahall  he  there 
nor  any  ravenous  beast  shall  go  ujp  thereon,  it  shall  not  be  found  there;  but 
the  redeemed,  shall  loalk  thereL 

I  have  already  observed  what  Christ  says :  that  all  things  had  to  be  ful¬ 
filled  which  were  written  of  him;  and  I  suppose  all  will  agree  that  what¬ 
ever  was  given  as  typical  or  predictive  of  his  church,  must  also  be  ful¬ 
filled.  This  must  of  necessity  be  so,  otherwise  God’s  purpose  would  fail, 
and  his  wisdom  not  be  infinite. 

Perhaps  there  might  be  some  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  professors 
of  religion,  with  regard  to  the  application  of  these  types  and  prophecies  to 
the  church  of  Christ ;  but  with  regard  to  his  own  declarations  and  com¬ 
mands,  as  well  as  his  figures  and  comparisons,  there  can  he  no  two  opinions 
amongst  those  who  own  him  as  the  Messiah. 

The  evangelist  John,  says,  as  many  as  received  Jesus,  he  gave  power  to 
become  the  sons  of  God,  Even  to  them  that  believe  in  his  name ;”  and 
the  Saviour  says,  “  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever¬ 
lasting  life,”  and  again,  “  He  that  believeth  on  the  son  hath  everlasting 
life,  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  son  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of 
G-od  abideth  on  him.’^  So  there  are  many  passages  declaring  and  showing 
this  truth,  and  that  it  is  by  faith  in  Christ,  and  this  alone,  that  we  can  be 
justified  and  saved. 

The  utter  impossibility  of  being  saved  without  believing  in  Christ,  I  sup¬ 
pose  no  professed  Christian  doubts.  But  it  is  said  many  believed  on  him,  but 
they  did  not  confess  him  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  and  because  they  loved  the 
praise  of  men  more  than  the  praise  of  God.  Though  these  believed  on 
him,  it  must  be  very  plain  that  they  are  not  included  in  the  pAmises  to 
believers  before  quoted,  for  they  were  ashamed  to  confess  him,  and  of  such 
he  said,  he  will  also  be  ashamed,  when  he  appears  with  the  holy  angels. 

But  Jesus  says  rIso,  that  many  will  come  in  that  day  and  say,  Lord, 
Lord,  open  unto  us,  whom  he  will  declare  he  never  knew;  who  would  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  believed  in  him,  and  confessed  him  likewise,  and  as  they 
thought  had  done  many  wonderful  works  in  his  name.  He  says,  also,  not 
every  one  who  says  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven, 
but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father,  who  is  in  Heaven.  It  is  evident 
that  these  had  faith,  but  not  of  the  kind  which  Christ  alludes  to,  which 
gives  everlasting  life. 

This  language  then  qualifies  the  first  expression,  so  as  to  leave  it  plain, 
that  the  faith  which  saves  must  be  of  a  particular  kind,  and  have  the  effect 
of  bringing  its  possessor  into  obedience  to  his  commands,  which  are  the 
will  of  his  Heavenly  Father. 

This  I  suppose  most  people  will  concede  also. 
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The  knowledge  of  the  commandments  of  Christ,  tnust  then  be  a  matter 
of  vital  importance  to  us ;  since  we  must  keep  them  to  be  saved,  and  we 
know  we  cannot  keep  them  if  we  do  not  know  what  they  are.  But  with 
regard  to  these  commands  and  declarations  of  Christ,  there  seems  to  be  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion  amongst  professors  of  religion, 
t  It  seems  to  me  evident  from  the  language  of  Christ,  that  a  person  may 
suppose  he,  is  faithfully  discharging  his  duty  to  God  and  man,  and  die  in 
this  confidence,  and  still  be  cast  off. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  are  but  two  classes  of  people  in  the  world,  be¬ 
lievers  and  unbelievers;  there  are  but  the  narrow  and  the  broad  way,  and 
the  children  of  G  od,  and  the  children  of  the  world ;  but  still  there  are  two 
classes  of  what  are  called  believers,  who  have  no  promise  in  the  word  of 
God.  The  hypocrite  professes  to  believe,  but  has  sentence  of  condemna¬ 
tion  passed  upon  himself  every  where  in  the  word  of  God,  and  if  he  believes 
the  word  to  be  truth,  knows  that  he  is  thus  under  the  sentence  of  God’s 
condemnation.  But  those  who  will  come  in  that  day  and  say,  have  we  not 
eaten  and  drank  in  thy  presence,  and  thou  hast  taught  in  our  streets;  and 
those  who  will  say,  have  we  not  prophecied  in  thy  name,  and  cast  out 
Devils,  and  done  njany  wonderful  works,  can  not  be  hypocrites.  No  hypo¬ 
crite  can  thus  appear  on  that  day.  They  will  keep  as  far  from  the  Judge 
and  desire  to  hear  as  little  from  him  as  possible.  But  those  who  have  an 
ignorant  zeal  for  God,  and  are  laboring  under  deception,  will  come  boldly 
and  seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able;  and  the  Saviour  says  they  shall 
be  many. 

Has  that  God  then  whose  highest  attribute  is  lo^^e,  whose  word  is  the 
eternal  truth,  and  who  has  declared  as  I  live  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the 
death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  he  turn  from  his  way  and  live,”  and  whose 
love  for  sinful  man  is  so  great,  that  he  sent  his  only  begotten  son  to  suffer 
so  much  that  we  might  only  live.  I  say,  has  that  God  used  such  ambiguous 
language  in  making  his  will  known  to  man,  that  he  could  not  readily  com¬ 
prehend  his  meaning  ?  or  that  if  he  even  desired  to  obey,  he  would  be 
more  likely  to  fail  than  succeed  ?  God  forbid  we  should  think  so,  or  else 
how  could  every  mouth  be  stopped,  and  all  the  world  become  guilty  before 
God  ?  '  . 

On  the  contrary,  the  language,  especially  of  Christ’s  sermon  on  the 
Mount,  is  simple,  plain,  and  easily  comprehended ;  and  in  the  conclusion 
he  says,  those  who  hear  these  sayings  and  do’them,  he  will  liken  unto  a 
wise  man,  who  built  his  house  upon  a  rock,  &c. 

Our|^viour  in  his  sermon  on  the  Mount  says,  Ye  have  heard  that  it 
was  said  by  them  of  old  time,  thou  shalt  not  kill ;”  and  again,  “  Ye  have 
heard  that  it  hath  been  said  by  them  of  old  time,  thou  shalt  not  commit 
adultery;”  and  then  goes  on  and  declares  to  us,  how  we  may  violate  these 
commands  before  God,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  or  be  guilty  before  him  of  trans¬ 
gressing  them,  without  actually  committing  the  deed. 

The  Saviour  in  saying  “  it  was  said  by  them  of  old  time,”  evidently 
alludes  to  the  law.  The  law  was  given  by  Moses ;  but  in  this  law  he  pointed 
to  another,  and  particularly  when  he  was  about  to  take  his  departure  from 
his  brethren,  he  told  them  plainly,  that  the  Lord  their  God  would  raise  up 
another  prophet  from  amongst  their  brethren,  like  unto  him;  and  him  they 
should  hear.  This  prophet  was  Christ,  who  now  tells  us  in  this  sermon, 
so  and  so  Moses  said  in  old  time ;  but  I  now,  as  the  prophet  whom  he  told 
you  should  arise,  say  unto  you  do  thus. 

Thus  the  Saviour  says,  “  Again  ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said  by 
them  of  old  time,  thou  shalt  not  forswear  thyself,  but  shalt  perform  unto 
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the  Lord  thine  oaths  :  but  I  say  unto  you  swear  not  at  all,  &c.,  but  let  your 
communications  be  yea,  yea,  nay,  nay,  for  whatsoever  is  more  than  these 
cometh  of  evil.’^ 

Could  any  language  be  more  simple  and  plain  than  this  ?  Yet  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  controversy  amongst  those  who  profess  to  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ,  about  what  he  means  by  it.  Many  contend  that  the  Saviour 
here  only  intended  to  forbid  profane  and  useless  swearing,  and  did  not 
allude  to  a  true  and  lawful  oath,  taken  before  a  magistrate  or  public  person, 
authorized  by  law  to  take  or  administer  oaths  They  assert  that  the  swear¬ 
ing  of  oaths  had  become  very  common  amongst  the  Jews,  and  that  every 
trivial  affair  was  confirmed  with  an  oath  ;  besides,  profane  swearing  was 
also  quite  cominpu  or  customary  with  them,  and  this  is  what  the  Saviour 
intended  to  forbid. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  puting  a  forced  construction  upon  the  words  of 
our  Saviour.  He  evidently  alludes  to  the  law  when  he  says  “  it  was  said 
of  old  time.^’  In  this  law  it  was  said  “thou  shalt  not  kill;  thou  shalt  not 
commit  adultery;  ye  shall  not  swear  by  name  faheJi/,  or  take  my  name  in 
vain;”  so  he  is  evidently  alluding  in  all  these  passages  to  the  law,  and  in¬ 
tends  to  forbid  something,  which  was  allowed  there.  This  seems  so  })lain 
and  evident,  that  it  is  impossible  it  could  be  understood  otherwise,  especially 
by  persons  anxious  to  know  the  will  of  God,  and  fearful  lest  they  might 
come  short  in  it.  Whatever  it  is  which  the  Saviour  forbids  here,  it  must 
be  something  which  was  allowed  of  old,  not  by  unfaithful  and  wicked 
priests  and  Scribes,  but  by  the  Lord  himself ;  for  immediately  before  he 
says,  “It  hath  been  said,  whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife,  let  him  give 
her  a  writing  of  divorcement.  But  I  say  unto  you  that  whosoever  shall 
put  away  his  wife,  saving  for  the  cause  of  fornication,  causeth  her  to  com¬ 
mit  adultery.” 

Here  there  is  plainly  and  manifestly  something  forbidden  by  Christ 
under  the  gospel,  which  the  Lord  himself  allowed  under  the  law.  This  all 
Christian  nations  agree  with.  The  Saviour,  in  another  place,  explains  the 
reason  of  this  by  saying  “  because  of  the  hardness  of  your  hearts  Moses 
suffered  you  to  put  away  your  wives,  but  from  the  beginning  it  was  not  so.” 
Christ  came  “  to  restore  all  things,”  and  he  did  also  restore  this  institution 
to  its  primitive  order,  in  his  new  creation. 

The  very  next  sentence  after,  he  says  again  ye  have  heard,  ckc.’*  By 
adding  this  word  “  again”  here,  it  is  evident  that  he  alludes  to  the  same 
place  where  the  other  was  said,  and  to  forbid  something  which  was  also 
there  allowed.  Profane  and  useless  swearing  was  forbidden  under  the  law, 
and  had  it  only  been  this  which  he  intended  to  impress,  he  would  not  have 
included  it  amongst  other  things  which  he  forbids,  that  were  there  allowed 
without  making  any  difference  in  his  language,  but  would  have  adverted  to 
the  law  for  authority  to  enforce  his  commands,  as  he  frequently  does  ajipeal 
to  Moses.  But  Christ  says,  “Of  old  it  was  said,  ye  shall  not  forswear  your¬ 
selves,  but  shall  perform  to  the  Lord  your  oaths,”  showing  what  was 
forbidden,  and  what  allowed  “  of  old.”  But  he  now  cuts  off  both  together, 
and  that  it  shall  be  impossible  for  us  to  misunderstand  his  meaning,  he 
says  “  but  let  your  communications  be  3’ea,  yea,  nay,  nay,  for  whatsoever  is 
more  than  these  cometh  of  evil.”  Is  not  this  so  |iiain  that  fools  ma^’  not 
err  in  it. 

"  The  Apostle  James  (it  seems  to  me)  also  gives  his  testimony  in  favor  of 
this  construction  of  the  Saviour’s  meaning,  in  very  unequivocal  language ; 
saying  “  but  above  all  things,  my  brethren,  swear  not,  neither  by  Heaven, 
neither  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath,  but  let  your  yea  be  yea, 
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and  your  nay,  nay;  lest  ye  fall  into  condemnation/^  Now,  if  this  is  in¬ 
tended  only  to  forbid  profane  and  unnecessary  oaths,  then  the  language  is 
calculated  to  confuse  and  mistake.  But  I  think  it  shows,  conclusively,  that 
he  understood  the  Saviour  to  forbid  all  swearing.  He  does  not  say  swear 
none  but  legal  oaths,  but  he  says  “  above  all  things,  my  brethren,  swear 
not  hy  any  oathy 

Many  things  were  commanded  and  permitted  under  the  law,  which  were 
changed  and  forbidden  under  the  gospel;  and  this  instance,  with  regard  to 
oaths,  seems  as  plain  a  case  of  the  kind,  as  any  one  mentioned  in  the  new 
testament.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  rule  in  theology,  that  scripture  must  be  so 
construed  as  not  to  conflict,  and  it  must  evidently  be  so,  that  the  weaker 
passages  yield  to  the  stronger.  Where  such  plain  declarations  are  made 
as  those  referred  to,  there  must  be  the  strongest,  and  most  unquestionable 
evidence,  not  from  reason,  but  from  scripture,  that  there  was  another  mean¬ 
ing  attached  to  the  words,  by  expressions,  or  acts,  or  by  both. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  making  any  arrogant  assertions,  but 
must  say,  I  cannot  see  a  single  example  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  nor 
expression  in  any  of  their  epistles,  which  is  sufficiently  conclusive  to  con¬ 
trovert  this  position. 

The  language  of  Paul  in  Heb.  6fh,  is  often  adverted  to  by  the  advocates 
of  legal  swearing,  to  sustain  it. 

An  oath  to  confirm  the  truth  was  admitted  to  Israel,  and  was  commanded 
to  be  taken  in  cases  where  there  were  controversies,  and  there  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  confirm  the  truth,  and  when  so  taken  had  to  be 
received  as  evidence,  and  so  conclude  the  controversy.  Those  who  were 
appointed  to  decide  the  case,  had  to  believe  it.  That  is,  they  had  to  receive 
it  as  truth,  and  an  oath  was  considered  so  sacred,  that  no  one  dare  question 
it ;  and  thus  an  oath,  for  confirmation,  was  to  them  an  end  of  all  strife. 

Man,  in  his  weak  and  depraved  nature,  was  ever  inclined  to  disregard 
and  question  the  truth  of  divine  revelation,  and  especially  if  there  was  any 
thing  in  it  which  stood  in  the  way  of  some  sensual  gratification.  Satan 
ever  takes  advantage  of  every  infirmity  which  may  be  used  to  defeat  the 
purposes  of  Grod,  and  thus  operates  on  this  weakness  to  prevent  man  from 
receiving  the  promises  of  Grod  by  faith.  In  consideration  of  this  weakness 
in  n^an,  and  the  respect  he  was  accustomed  to  pay  to  an  oath,  God  was 
willing  to  condescend  to  confirm  his  promise  by  an  oath,  so  that  we  might 
have  a  strong  consolation,  and  the  devil  have  less  power  to  rob  us  of  it  by 
unbelief. 

In  the  preceding  part  of  the  chapter,  the  apostle  is  speaking  of  himself 
and  the  brethren,  and  says  we  and  ye ;  but  wdien  he  speaks  of  the  oath, 
he  does  not  say  we  swear  by  the  greater,  and  an  oath  is  to  us  an  end  of  all 
strife ;  but  he  says  men  swear :  alluding  to  the  world,  and  what  is  custom¬ 
ary  in  the  world,  or  utider  the  law ;  and  the  deference  paid  to  an  oath  by 
man  as  the  reason  of  God  for  swearing,  and  does  in  no  wise  thereby  sanc¬ 
tion  its  use  by  his  brethren.  This  passage,  it  seems  to  me,  is  very  weak 
testimony  to  be  received  against  such  plain  and  conclusive  language  as  that 
of  Christ,  and  the  apostle  James. 

Paul,  to  the  Bomans,  1st  c.  9th  v.,  says  ‘^God  is  my  witness,  and 
in  1st  Cor.  I5th  c.  Sill  v.,  I  protest  by  your  rejoicing,  &c.;''  in  2iid  Cor- 
1st  c.  23rd  V.,  “  I  call  God  for  a  record  upon  my  soul,’’  and  in  Gal.  1st  c. 
20th  V.,  “  Before  God  I  lie  not.”  These  expressions  have  been  claimed  as 
evidence  in  favor  of  swearing.  I  have  heard  one  of  its  advocates  declaring 
very  positively,  in  a  public  speech,  that  the  expression  of  Paul,  in  2nd  Cor., 
was  the  strongest  kind  of  an  oath,  and  he  would  desire  no  stronger  one  of 
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any  person ;  and  exulted  very  loudly  over  his  supposed  incontrovertible 
evidence.  He  had,  however,  just  before  admitted  that  irrofane  su-carwg 
and  extra-judicial  oaths  icere  forhidden  by  Christ.  But  if  these  expressions 
of  Paul,*  or  any  one  of  them,  was  an  oath,  then  he  must  have  violated  the 
Saviour’s  command  in  either  case.  If  this  was  an  oath,  it  certainly  was 
an  extra-judicial  one;  and  according  to  his  own  exposition  of  the  sermon 
on  the  mount,  he  would  make  Paul  a  transgressor.  A  pretty  grave  charge 
for  a  minister  of  the  gospel  to  make,  and  one  which  involves  him  in  a 
dilemna,  from  which  he  cannot  easily  extricate  himself ;  and  he  must  either 
say  the  Saviour  meant  nothing  at  all,  or  else  Paul  is  a  tran.sgressor. 

The  Saviour  sometimes  confirmed  his  assertions  with  verily,  and  some¬ 
times  to  make  a  stronger  impression  he  would  add  a  second  verily  :  saying, 
Yerily,  verily,  I  say -unto  you;”  and  the  best,  and  most  consistent  con¬ 
struction  I  can  put  on  the  words  of  the  apostle,  is  that  he  used  some  such 
impressive  language  in  order  id  impress  his  feelings  more  deeply  and 
effectively  into  the  hearts  of  his  brethren. 

Again,  the  Saviour  says,  “Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  an  eye 
for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth  :  but  I  say  unto  3"Ou  that  ye  resist  not 
evil;  but  whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the  right  cheek,  turn  to  him  the 
other  also.  And  if  any  man  will  sue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take  away  thy  coat, 
let  him  have  thy  cloak  also ;  and  whosoever  shall  compell  thee  to  go  a  mile,  g 
with  him  twain  Give  to  him  that  asketh  thee,  and  from  him  that  would 
borrow  of  thee,  turn  not  thou  away.  Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said, 
thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  and  hate  thine  enemy.  But  I  say  unto  you 
love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate 
you,  and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you,  and  persecute  you.” 

Here  the  Saviour  presents  us  with  the  state  of  feeling  to  which  his  chil¬ 
dren  must  be  wrought,  in  order  to  form  such  a  community  as  he  describes 
his_^church  to  be ;  or  as  it  was  set  forth  b}^  the  types  and  predictions  in  the 
old  testament.  It  also  forms  the  chief  ground  on  which  w’e  found  our  doc¬ 
trine,  of  entire  defencelessness,  of  the  members  of  the  church  of  God. 

Here,  also,  a  very  large  proportion  of  those  who  profess  to  be  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ,  differ  with  us,  and  mostly  contend  for  the  right  of  Christians 
to  defend  themselves  against  unjust  aggressions,  and  we  may  find  among 
them  every  shade  of  doctrine,  from  the  entirely  defenceless,  to  the  most 
ultra  defenders  of  war. 

I  have  never  heard  any  one  attempt  to  prove  the  right  to  defend  by  any 
assertion  that  Christ  has  made,  or  by  his  sermon  on  the  mount,  but  mostly 
found  their  argument  on  reason  and  necessity,  and  attempt  to  support  it  by 
some  equivocal  act  or  expression  of  some  of  the  apostles.  It  is  often  urged 
if  all  men  would  do  so,  what  would  become  of  the  nation  or  country.  This 
is  a  veiy  useless  supposition,  for  certainly  all  men  never  will  (according  to 
scripture)  do  so,  and  if  they  did,  no  violence  would  then  be  needed,  but 
we  would  have  a  paradise  on  earth.  Again,  they  suppose  situations  in  which 
it  might  be  extremely  difficult  to  carry  out  this  principle,  and  the  couse- 
tjuences  might  be,  very  serious  if  we  did.  But  this  is  no  argument  against 
a  command  of  God.  A.braham  is  held  up  to  us  as  a  pattern  of  faith, 
worthy  of  our  imitation.  If  he  had  given  place  to  such  reasonings  when 
he  was  commanded  to  offer  up  his  son  Isaac,  it  is  not  likely  he  would  have 
obeyed,  but  if  any  such  thoughts  presented  themselves  he  took  them  cap¬ 
tive  under  the  obedience  of  God.  God  has  Invited  his  children  to  cast  all 
their  cares  upon  him,  and  promised  to  care  for  them ;  the  hairs  of  their 
heads  are  all  numbered,  and  not  a  sparrow  falls  without  the  will  of  the 
Father. 
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Paul  says,  God  is  faithful  who  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted  above 
that  ye  are  able,  but  will  with  the  temptation  also  make  a  way  to  escape, 
that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it,”  and  directs  us  also,  to  take  every  thought 
captive  under  the  obedience  of  Christ.  • 

But  the  words  of  our  Saviour  are  simple  and  plain,  and  I  see  no  way  to 
put  two  constructions  on  them.  He  certainly  intended  to  teach  us  some¬ 
thing,  and  what  else  could  it  be  ?  Of  old,  under  the  law  when  man  was 
in  that  carnal  state,  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  comprehend 
the  things  of  the  Spirit;  he  was  permitted  to  exercise  those  desires  of  the 
flesh,  which  call  for  justice  and  revenge,  but  under  the  new  dispensation, 
when  man  is  brought  upder  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of  God,  he  is  to 
evince  a  divine  disposition.  This  Christ  expresses  very  clearly,  for  he 
says,  ‘‘That  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  in  Heaven,  who  makes 
his  sun  to  rise  on  the  good  and  on  the  evil,  and  sends  rain  on  the  just  and 
on  the  unjust,”  for  if  ye  do  good  to,  and  love  only  those  who  love  and  do 
good  to  you,”  what  do  ye  more  than  others,  do  not  even  the  publicans  the 
same.” 

It  is  sometimes  urged,  that  it  is  only  lawless  violence  and  resistance 
which  the  Saviour  forbids,  but  why  did  he  not  refer  them  to  the  law  for 
his  authority?  but  it  is  evident  as  in  the  case  of  the  oath,  that  he  forbids 
that  which  was  allowed  under  the  law,  and  uses  such  language,  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  which  cannot  be  mistaken.  He  says,  “But  I  say  unto  you,  that 
you  resist  not  evil.’^  Now  any  one  who  does  us  injustice  either  in  person 
or  property,  does  us  an  evil,  and  if  we  defend  ourselves,  either  by  legal  or 
illegal  means,  by  civil  process  or  by  force  of  arms,  we  resist  this  evil ;  and 
so  transgress  the  Saviour’s  command.  Paul  also  plainly  gives  his  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Saviour’s  meaning  in  the  12th  c.  Romans,  where  he  says, 
“  Recompense  no  man  evil  for  evil;”  and,  “If  it  be  possible,  as  much  as 
lieth  in  you,  live  peaceably  with  all  men.  Dearly  beloved  revenge  not 
yourselves,  but  rather  give  place  unto  wrath.  Therefore  if  thine  enemy 
hunger  feed  him;  if  he  thirst  give  him  drink ;  for  in  so  doing  thou  shalt 
heap  coals  of  fire  on  his  head.  Be  not  overcome  with  evil,  but  overcome 
evil  with  good.” 

It  is  sometimes  urged,  that  we  may  love  a  person  and  still  compel  him 
by  force  or  law  to  do  us  justice.  If  one  would  steal  our  goods,  and  we 
would  prosecute  him,  it  would  do  him  good,  and  so  be  the  greatest  love  we 
could  show  him;  and  if  one  owes  us,  and  unjustly  withholds  payment, 
we  might  compel  it  by  law,  and  still  not  feel  any  enmity  to  him,  but  love 
him  and  by  the  act  do  him  good.  But  how  would  we  convince  any  one  by 
our  action  that  the  motive  was  love,  when  we  would  be  doing  exactly  the 
thing  which  revenge  would  do  ? 

Our  Saviour  says,  “  Let  your  light  so  shine,  that  men  may  see  your  good 
works.”  But  how  could  men  see  any  light  in  an  action,  which  the  most 
darkened  person  in  the  world  would  do  under  similar .  circumstances  ? 
Christ  says  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them,  and  if  our  fruits  differ 
nothing  from  an  unconverted  person,  how  can  any  one  know  us  from  them 
by  these  fruits  ? 

The  weakest  attempt  I  have  ever  heard  made  to  reconcile  the  right  of  a 
Christian  to  defend  his  rights  by  law,  with  the  words  of  our  Saviour*  was, 
that  the  Saviour  only  meant  to  urge  his  disciples  to  pay  their  just  debts. 
That  we  must  owe  a  man  before  he  can  sue  us,  and  if  so,  and  he  sues  us, 
we  shall  not  defend  ourselves!  “Pay  your  debts,”  he  exultingly  exclaimed, 
“  and  then  no  one  will  sue  you  at  the  law.”  Every  sane  person  knows  that 
suits  are  often  instituted  without  the  shadow  of  a  claim  in  justice.  It  was 
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not  necessary  that  Jesus  Christ  should  come  to  teach  such  precepts  as 
these,  for  every  tittle  of  the  law  impressed  and  enforced  justice.  Nor  does 
the  language  in  any  way  favor  such  a  construction.  I  do  not  notice  this 
idea  to  refute  it,  but  only  to  show  to  what  weak  and  desperate  means  man 
will  resort  to  defend  his  position,  and  with  what  weak  grounds  he  will 
satisfy  himself,  when  it  agrees  with  his  carnal  desires. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  disposition  of  the  carnal  mind,  we  need  not 
be  surprised  that  these  things  are  so  hard  to  understand  The  times  of 
man’s  ignorance  God  winked  at,  and  the  times  of  his  hardness  of  heart 
and  darkness  of  mind,  God  allowed  the  flesh  a  certain  degree  of  liberty; 
but  now,  when  the  true  light  has  come,  he  commandeth  all  men,  every 
where,  to  repent  and  be  converted,  and  walk  in  the  spirit  and  newness  of 
life.  With  all  the  teaching  of  the  Saviour,  the  disciples  could  not  fully 
understand  this  doctrine,  till  they  were  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
That  they  did  understand  the  Saviour  so  far  as  that  he  forbid  them  to  defend 
themselves  is  evident,  but  fully  they  did  not,  nor  could  not,  for  the  reason 
which  I  have  already  observed  :  the  carnal  mind  cannot  comprehend  the 
things  of  the  spirit,  they  must  be  spiritually  discerned. 

But  that  the  Jews,  at  the  time  when  our  Saviour  was  on  earth,  did 
understand  him  to  teach  a  defenceless  doctrine,  and  forbid  his  disciples  to 
use  any  violence,  or  make  defence  by  resisting  their  enemies  forcibly,  is 
evident  from  their  expressions  in  the  council  gathered  by  the  chief  priests 
and  Pharisees.  “  What  do  we,”  they  said,  “  for  this  man  doeth  many 
miracles.  If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe  on  him :  and  the 
Homans  shall  come  and  take  away  both  our  place  and  nation.”  The  motive 
for  the  argument  here  used,  is  the  safety  of  the  nation  from  their  enemies, 
the  Homans.  If  the  doctrine  of  Christ  did  not  forbid  war  and  violence, 
under  every  circumstance,  why  would  the  Jews  conclude  that  the  Homans 
could  any  easier  take  away  their  place  and  nation,  than  if  they  did  not 
believe  on  him  ?  In  physical  strength  they  were  not  weakened,  and  if  the 
doctrine  did  not  forbid  it,  there  was  nothing  to  weaken  their  defence,  but 
rather  strengthen  it :  for  they  would  become  more  moral  and  virtuous,  and 
in  every  way  better  qualified  to  defend  the  place  and  natiop.  We  know 
that  the  Christian  nations  are  the  greatest  warriors  in  the  world ;  none  of 
the  heathen  nations  can  at  all  cope  with  them  at  arms.  Is*  not  the  plain 
and  evident  understanding  of  the  text,  that  they  understood  his  doctrine 
as  forbiding  all  war  and  violence,  and  inculcating  patient  submission  to 
wrong  and  injury  ? 

The  comparison  which  our  S-.viour  makes  of  the  disciples  to  sheep  and 
lambs,  also  shows  the  intent  of  his  teaching.  Christ  has  made  this  com¬ 
parison,  and  it  must  hold  good.  The  sheep  is  a  pattern  to  which  we  must 
be  wrought.  Infinite  wisdom  could  make  no  mistake  in  drawing  compari¬ 
sons,  nor  did  it  draw  them  for  nothing,  but  that  we  should  be  instructed 
thereby.  In  what  respect  then  are  we  to  be  like  sheep  ?  The  inquiry  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  us,  for  unless  we  are  brought  to  the  resem¬ 
blance  intended,  we  never  can  enter  into  life.  It  is  certainly  not  in  our 
outward  person  that  we  are  to  be  like  them ;  for  this. God  has  made,  and  it 
is  good.  It  must  evidently  then  be  in  the  disposition  we  manifest  by  our 
actions.  Christ,  it  is  said,  “  was  led  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a 
sheep  before  his  shearer  is  dumb,  so  opened  he  not  his  mouth;”  and  Christ 
told  his  disciples  that  he  sends  them  like  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves,” 
and  likewise  when  they  were  persecuted  in  one  city,  they  should  flee  to 
another.  Now,  what  do  sheep  do  amongst  wolves  ?  JDo  they  not  flee  when 
the  wolf  makes  the  least  demonstration  towards  them  ?  as  Christ  says,  flee 
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to  another.  And  if  we  now  examine  the  conduct  of  the  disciples,  we  will 
find  them  exactly  to  agree  with  this  view. 

I  might  ask  in  what  way  do  those  Christians  who  advocate  and  justly 
war  and  defend  themselves,  compare  with  sheep  ?  t  confess  I  can  see  no 
comparison,  and  the  conclusion  forces  itself  upon  the  mind,  that  they  can 
not  be  wrought  to  the  pattern  which  Christ  has  given.  Would  it  not  be  a 
very  strange  sight  to  see  a  flock  of  sheep  chase  a  flock  of  wolves,  of  at 
least  double  or  even  treble  their  own  numbers  ?  as  we  often  see  professed 
Christians  do,  the  unbelieving  heathen.  It  would  be  no  strange  sight  to 
see  one  wolf  chase  a  flock  of  a  thousand  sheep. 

The  sheep  is  gentle  and  harmless,  is  not  by  nature  prepared  with  weapons 
of  defence,  never  resists  or  murmurs  at  injustice,  but  flees  when  its  enemy 
pursues  it,  and  when  apprehended  yields  to  its  fate.  If  man  takes  it  and 
binds  it,  it  is  passive  ]  they  take  its  fleece,  and  when  left  loose  it  runs  away, 
and  shows  no  spiteful  or  revengeful  disposition  towards  those  who  treated 
it  so  unjustly.  There  is,  certainly,  a  strong  likeness  between  the  teaching 
of  Christ  and  the  disposition  of  a  sheep ;  and  we  might  inquire  why  Christ 
did  not  compare  his  disciples  to  some  other  animals.  There  are  animals 
which  certainly  show  much  more  sagacity  and  intelligence  than  a  sheep. 
There  is  something  in  man,  by  nature,  which  admires  bravery  and  courage. 
No  man  is  so  much  admired  as  the  great  hero  of  the  battle  field,  who  has 
braved  great  dangers,  and  overcame  the  enemy  at  great  odds  and  disadvan¬ 
tage.  If  these  qualities  are  so  much  admired,  why  did  the  Saviour  not 
select  some  animal  which  is  notorious  for  its  strength  and  courage,  to 
represent  his  valiant  soldiers  of  the  cross  ?  The  selection  was  evidently 
made  with  design,  to  enforce  and  impress  the  doctrine  taught  throughout 
the  gospel.  AVhen  Peter  drew  the  sword  and  cut  off  the  ear  of  the  high 
priest’s  servant,  Christ  told  him  to  “  put  up  his  Sword  in  place,  for  all 
they  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  by  the  sword,”  Christ  evidently  did 
not  intend  to  say  that  every  man  who  uses  the  sword  in  war,  will  also  perish 
by  it;  this  we  know  history  and  truth  would  not  confirm.  But,  as  1  con¬ 
ceive,  he  means  his  kingdom  is  not  to  be  established  by  the  sword.  The 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  are  usually  established  by  the  sword,  and  in  their 
turn  are  again  put  down  by  the  sword ;  and  the  Saviour  would  say,  if  his 
kingdom  should  be  established  by  this,  it  would  again  be  put  down  by  the 
same.  But,  as  his  kingdom  is  to  be  an  everlasting  one,  it  must  be  estab¬ 
lished  on  a  different  principle.  He  told  Peter  “  put  up  thy  sword  again  in 
his  place,”  and  he  no  where  directs  him  to  unsheath  it  again ;  so  the 
Christian’s  sword  must  evidently  still  be  in  the  sheath,  except  the  spiritual 
one,  which  the  Lord  will  always  have  him  to  be  girt  about  with,  and  wield . 
it  valiantly.  By  suffering,  the  captain  of  our  salvation  was  made  perfect, 
and  by  death  he  overcame  him  that  held  the  power  of  death ;  and  his  chil¬ 
dren  are  called  upon  to  walk  in  his  footsteps,  and  bear  the  cross. 

There  is  no  better  or  stronger  evidence  in  the  bible,  of  the  divine  favor, 
than  the  victories  which  the  children  of  Israel  gained  over  their  enemies. 
Their  enemies  were  compelled  to  say,  “  let  us  flee  from  the  face  of  Israel, 
for  the  Lord  fighteth  for  them  ;”  and  if  the  Lord  had  designed,  that  his 
spiritual  Israel  should  thus  defend  themselves,  could  he  not  have. proven- 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  very  speedily  by  it.  If  the  apostles  had  taken  up 
the  sword  against  those  who  assailed  them,  would  the  Lord  not  have  been 
able  to  give  them  the  victory  ?  '-And  if  he  is  with  the  just  in  their  cause, 
was  there  ever  a  more  righteous  one  than  theirs  ?  Yet  we  do  not  find  that 
one  lifted  his  hand  against  an  enemy;  not  a  single  instance  in  the  whole 
new  testament  where  an  apostle  or  disciple  offered  any  resistance  to  their 
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captors,  or  those  who  despoiled  them  of  their  goods.  There  were  no  doubt 
cases  occurred  where  they  might  have  overcome  their  enemies;  but  this 
would  not  have  been  showing  love.  We  do  not  find  them  do  as  Moses, 
look  this  way  and  that,  whether  any  one  could  see  them,  and  then  slay 
their  enemy;  but  the  love  they  bore  to  their  enemies  was  such  as  all  men 
could  comprehend,  whether  carnal  or  spiritual. 

Paul’s  appeal  to  Cassar  has  been  urged  in  justification  of  self-defence, 
but  I  can  not  perceive  that  this  case  is  strong  enough  to  negative,  or  over¬ 
turn  all  the  declarations  of  Christ,  and  the  teaching  of  the  apostles. 

I  have  heard  it  claimed  as  an  appeal  to  the  highest  authority,  as  if  one 
would  appeal  to  the  Supreme  court  for  justice,  or  for  the  support  of  rights 
which  he  could  not  obtain  from  an  inferior  court  or  tribunal.  An  appeal 
which  is  in  the  nature  of  a  defence,  is  where  a  magistrate  or  public  person, 
invested  with  authority  to  make  decisions  in  cases  of  controversy,  has  given 
judgment,  or  made  a  decision  which  is  not  satisfiictory  to  the  party  to  whom 
it  is  adverse.  He  may  here  appeal  from  this  decision  to  a  higher  court  or 
power,  until  it  n:aches  the  supreme  court,  whose  decision  is  final.  This 
would  constitute  a  legal  defence. 

Christ  told  his  disciples,  when  they  were  brought  before  magistrates  and 
rulers,  they  should  take  no  thought  what  they  would  say,  for  it  would  be 
given  them  in  the  same  hour,  what  they  ought  to  say.  tt  is  therefore 
plain  that  it  was  not  forbidden  the  disciples,  to  answer  personally  before 
these  magistrates  and  rulers,  when  permitted  to  do  so ;  and  they  had  the 
promise  from  Grod,  of  wisdom,  which  all  their  adversaries  tvould  not  be 
able  to  gainsay.  We  all  know  that  what  a  person  says  himself  in  favor  of 
his  own  cause,  is  no  evidence  before  a  Court,  and  that  evidence  given  in 
legal  form,  even  though  it  is  untrue,  must  be  admitted,  unless  proven  un¬ 
true  by  disinterested  witnesses.  The  mere  denial  by  the  person  under 
trial,  has  no  weight  with  it. 

Now  Paul  was  captured  and  cast  into  prison,  and  was  repeatedly  brought 
before  the  chief  captain  and  Governor,  to  confront  his  accusers;  who  ap¬ 
peared  with  witnesses  and  orators  to  prove  and  enforce  their  accusations. 
But  we  do  not  find  that  Paul  ever  appeared  with  witnesses,  to  rebut  the 
testimony  of  his  false  and  bitter  accusers,  or  that  he  employed  any  counsel 
to  defend  him.  He  seems  to  have  very  strictly  obeyed  his  master’s  com- 
'mand,  and  never  concerned  himself  about  what  they  would  attempt  to 
prove  ^gainst  him;  but  when  requested  to  do  so,  made  answer  to  their 
charges,  and  God  endowed  him  with  such  wisdom,  as  that  his  enemies 
were  not  able  to  gainsay,  or  his  judges  to  condemn  him.  8o  that  he  never 
could  have  made  any  legal  appeal,  for  his  judges  had  never  made  any  de¬ 
cision,  but  when  asked  by  Festus,  whether  he  was  willing  to  go  up  to 
Jerusalem  to  be  judged,  he  merely  availed  himself  of  the  privilege  given 
him  of  making  his  choice  where  he  would  rather  be  tried.  It  is  said 
‘^Festus  was  willing  to  show  the  Jews  a  favor,”  and  this  was  the  reason  for 
his  asking  Paul,  whether  he  was  willing  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem  to  be 
judged  by  him  there.  Paul  knew  his  duplicity,  and  reproved  it,  and  told 
him  what  he  himself  knew  to  be  his  duty. 

Feeling  that  he  would  rather  go  to  Rome,  and  answer  before  Caesar, 
(especially  as  the  Lord  had  declared  to  him  that  he  should  testify  of  him 
there,)  than  go  before  those  who  he  knew  only  desired  his  life,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  lawfully  or  unlawfully,  and  a  judge  who  he  knew  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  do  his  enemies  a  favor,”  he  appealed  to  Caesar ;  where  he  ought 
to  be  judged. 

I  must  again  refer  to  the  impossibility  that  Christ  could  be,  or  do  any- 
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thing  different  from  what  was  written  of  him ;  and  the  like  impossibility 
of  his  children  or  church,  being  different  from  what  he  represented  them. 
He  gave  those  directions  to  them,  so  that  they  might  know  what  to  do, 
and  the  descriptions  of  them,  so  that  unbelievers  might  know  them.  ‘‘  By 
this  shall  all  men  know,  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
another. “  Beware  of  false  prophets,  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.’’^ 

Unbelievers,  which  are  called  the  world,  &c.,  are  in  the  carnal  mind, 
and  evidence  which  shall  convince  them,  must  be  such  as  can  be  compre¬ 
hended  by  the  carnal  mind.  If  a  man  does  me  an  injury  in  any  way,  and 
I  submit  to  it  patientl}^,  and  return  him  good  instead,  it  is  the  fruit  which 
love  would  dictate,  and  could  be  comprehended  by  every  one.  If  my 
goods  are  taken  away,  and  I  ask  them  not  again,  nor  prosecute  the  thief, 
but  take  the  ‘^spoiling  joyfully showing  thereby  that  I  have  not  my 
heart  bound  to  them,  but  have  a  better  and  enduring  substance  laid  up  in 
Heaven,  it  is  a  fruit  that  every  one  can  know.  But  if  I  resist  and  defend 
my  person  and  rights,  who  is  convinced  thereby  ?  or  how  is  my  conduct  a 
fruit  by  which  I  may  be  known,  as  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  child 
of  Grod  ?  how  docs  any  one  know  that  I  love  them,  and  am  not  bound  in 
heart  to  my  possessions?  'The  apostle  John,  says,  “My  little  children,  let 
us  not  love  in  word,  neither  in  tongue,  hut  in  deed,  and  in  truth” 

Many  of  th*e  different  denominations  of  Christendom,  send  out  mission¬ 
aries  to  the  heathen  nations,  to  convert  them  to  the  Christian  religion.  If 
these  unbelieving  heathens,  would  take  upJhe  new  testament,  and  examine 
it,  and  find  there  that  Christ  has  commanded  his  disciples  to  love  their 
enemies,  and  do  good  to  those  that  despitefully  use  them,  and  not  to  resist 
evil,  &c.,  and  particularly  that  they  should  love  one  another,  and  given 
this  last  as  a  sign  by  which  all  men  should  know  them,  would  they  not 
naturally  look  for  the  evidence  ?  But  if  they  would  see,  that  these  disci¬ 
ples  of  Jesus,  (as  they  profess  to  be,)  are  very  much  divided,  that  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  strife  and  contention  amongst  them,  that  very  bitter  quar¬ 
rels  exist  between  them,  and  that  they  are  often  arrayed  not  only  against 
their  unbelieving  enemies,  but  even  their -believing  brethren,  in  hostile 
strife  on  the  battle-field,  destroying  each  others’  lives  and  property,  and 
creating  incalculable  misery  and  distress.  Would  not  the  most  reasonable 
conclusion  be,  that  if  this  Jesus  was  what  he  pretended’ to  be,  these  can 
not  be  his  disciples  ?  and  would  it  not  be  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world  for  them  to  ask  for  the  proof,  which  Jesus  offers?  viz.:  their  love! 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  proof  such  missionaries  could  offer. 

Now  the  commandments  here  refered  to,  concerning  oaths,  self-defence, 
to  love  one  another,  and  the  comparison  of  his  disciples  to  little  children, 
to  sheep  and  doves,  and  of  his  church  to  the  vine,  and  the  prayer  to  his 
Father,  by  Christ,  that  they  should  be  one,  and  the  testimony  of  the 
Evangelist  John,  that  Christ  died  that  he  might  gather  together  in  one, 
the  children  of  God  that  are  scattered  abroad ;  I  consider  were  all  fulfilled, 
and  incontestibly  presented,  in  the  church  of  Christ,  as  established  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost ;  and  every  violation  and  departure  scripturally  reproved, 
so  long  as  the  Apostles  had  the  oversight  of  the  church. 

Not  an  instance  can  be  shown,  where  they  violated  the  views  here  taken, 
of  those  contested  points  of  Christ’s  sermon  on  the  mount;  not  an  instance 
where  they  violated  the  law  of  love  to  one  another,  every  where  their  con¬ 
duct  compares  with  little  children,  in  malice  and  in  a  firm  reliance  in  their 
Heavenly  Parent;  every  where  their  conduct  compares  with  lambs  and 
sheep,  in  following  and  obeying  the  voice  of  their  shepherd,  and  in  the 
harmless  and  defenceless  disposition  they  manifest.  When  they  were  per- 
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secuted  in  one  city,  they  fled  to  another,  and  when  apprehended,  they 
patiently  submitted  to  whatever  their  enemies  chose  to  intiict  upon  them ; 
fand  when  left  go,  went  away  rejoicing,  not  reproaching  or  threatening 
their  persecutors  for  the  injustice  done  them;  and  w'hen  in  the  greatest 
agonies,  prayed  for  their  enemies  who  were  stoning  them  to  death.  The 
unity  represented  by  the  comparison  to  the  vine,  is  fully  presented. 
The  same  peaceable  fruits  of  the  Spirit  were  brought  forth  by  all.  The 
unity  prayed  for  to  his  Heavenly  Father  was  here  fully  responded  to,  by 
their  being  baptized  by  one  Spirit  into  one  body,  and  that  which  John 
says  he  died  for,  accomplished  in  those  Jews  and  proselytes  from  every 
nation  under  Heaven,  being  brought  to  be  of  one  heart  and  mind,  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost. 

If  this  position  is  now  made  out,  that  Christ  did  so  teach,  and  that  the 
church  was  thus  constituted  when  first  established  ;  the  question  may  arise, 
whether  it  was  ever  to  remain  so — or  have  we  any  authority  to  say,  that  it 
need  not,  or  must  not  now  be  so? 

Under  the  law  there  was  a  promise  that  another  prophet  should  arise, 
and  under  the  old  covenant  that  a  new  one  should  be  made,  which  should 
be  established  upon  better  promises.  But  of  the  Gospel  it  w^as  said,  in  the 
last  days,  which  Peter  said  were  those  when  the  Spirit  was  poured  out; 
and  John  says  this  is  the  last  time,  and  Paul  to  Heb.,  “  God  has  in  these 
last  days  spoken  to  us  by  his  Son.'^  If  this  then  was  the  last  revelation, 
man  is  unquestionably  bound  to  its  requirements  still,  and  the  church  must 
be  what  it  was  when  first  established. 

But  now  to  come  to  the  principal  object  of  this  little  work,  and  that 
which  most  seriously  concerns  us,  namely,  to  enquire  whether  we  are  now 
such  members  as  Christ  has  set  forth  we  must  be,  of  such  a  church  or 
kingdom  as  was  there  established  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 

I  have  observed  that'  the  Devil,  the  great  adversary  of  man  and  enemy 
of  all  good,  ever  sought  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  God,  and  so  we  behold 
him  using  every  means  and  device,  to  bring  the  captain  of  our  salvation 
under  his  own  power  and  dominion,  by  inducing  him  to  sin  against  God^s 
holy  law.  But  failing  in  this,  and  God  fully  accomplishing  all  his  pur¬ 
pose,  and  having  re-established  that  kingdom  which  the  Devil  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  extinguishing  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  he  now  immediately 
applies  himself  with  all  diligence,  to  obliterate  the  new  creation ;  and  as 
representeef  in  Bevelations,  by  a  flood  of  the  bitter  waters  of  persecution, 
sought  to  destroy  the  church.  But  the  Lord  protected  and  preserved  his 
little  flock,  and  so  overruled  the  devices  of  Satan,  that  the  means  by  which 
he  sought  to  destroy  the  church,  tended  to  spread  and  increase  it.  The 
disciples  when  persecuted  in  the  Jewish  cities  fled  to  the  heathen  coun¬ 
tries,  and  wherever  they  went  preached  the  gospel,  so  that  it  spread  more 
rapidly  than  it  would  otherwise  have  done. 

Man,  as  he  came  from  the  hands  of  the  Creator,  was  good ;  there  were 
none  of  those  evil  passions  and  aff'ections  which  now  dwell  in  the  flesh,  in 
it  then  ;  but  by  yielding  himself  to  the  service  of  sin,  the  heart  became 
filled  with  all  manner  of  wicked  abominations. 

This  was  all  the  work  of  the  Devil,  and  John  says  Jesus  Christ  was 
manifested  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  Devil.  Self-love  being  the  root 
from  whence  most  of  these  vile  affections  flow,  we  find  the  first  efforts  of 
our  Saviour  directed  against  this  fountain,  saving  “  deny  thyself,  take  up 
thy  cross,  and  follow  me.”  If  thine  eye  offend  thee  pluck  it  out,  and  if 
thy  hand  or  foot  offend  thee,  cut  them  off,  were  his  directions.  The  words 
of  the  Saviour  were  spirit,  light  and  life ;  the  works  of  the  Devil,  carnal, 
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fleshly  and  dark.  These  rebelled  and  strove  lustily  against  the  spirit, 
which  would  destroy  them.  By  stimulating  these  fleshly  desires,  and  in¬ 
ducing  carnal  reasonings,  and  weakening  the  faith  of  believers  in  the  word 
of  Grod,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  about  divisions,  and  sowing  discord,  and 
working  confusion  amongst  them,  and  filling  their  hearts  with  fear  and 
distrust.  This  we  see  is  entirely  opposite  to  the  influence  of  the  spirit, 
which  infused  love  into  their  hearts  and  inspired  confidence,  and  brought 
them  together,  and  united  them  in  one,  and  made  them  one  heart  and 
soul. 

These  divisions  the  apostles  labored  earnestly  to  prevent,  and  when  the 
first  symptoms  of  it  manifested  itself,  we  see  the  Apostle  Paul  protest  most 
strongly  against  it.  In  the  first  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  of  Paul  to  the 
Corinthians  he  says,  “  I  beseech  you  brethren  by  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  you  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no 
divisions  among  you  :  but  that  you  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind,  and  in  the  same  judgment.'’  We  see  here  how  the  apostle  under¬ 
stood  the  teaching  of  Christ,  and  how  earnestly  he  plead  for  a  unit  of  the 
church.  By  the  name  and  authority  of  Jesus  Christ  he  urged  it;  and 
he  certainly  could  not  have  urged  it  in  his  name,  if  he  had  not  understood 
Christ  to  teach  it. 

I  have  observed  in  the  early  part  of  this  work,  that  I  feared  we  were 
as  far  departed  from  the  teaching  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  as  the  Jews 
were  from  the  teachings  of  their  great  lawgiver  Moses ;  and  though  they 
were  proud  of  him,  and  called  themselves  Moses’  disciples  and  children  of 
Abrabam,  the  Saviour  declared  to  them  that  they  were  not  his  children, 
or  they  would  do  his  works ;  and  there  was  one  who  would  accuse  them, 
even  Moses,  in  whom  they  trust.  The  devil  had  through  his  influence 
so  far  blinded  the  minds  of  the  Jews,  that  with  all  the  advantages  they 
possessed,  they  still  did  not  understand  their  own  law  and  prophets. 

It  availed  these  nothing  that  they  called  themselves  children  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  because  they  did  not  do  the  works  of  Abraham;  and  what  does  it 
avail  us,  that  we  call  ourselves  children  of  Grod,  if  the  divine  disposition 
does  not  manifest  itself  in  us  ?  And  what  does  it  avail  us,  that  we  call 
ourselves  Christ’s  disciples,  and  call  him  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things 
which  he  commands  us  ? 

A  comparison  of  the  doctrines  and  actions  of  the  Jews  in  the  time  of 
Christ,  with  that  of  the  time  of  Moses  and  Joshua,  shows  very  plainly 
how  far  they  had  departed  from  what  they  were  commanded  by  their  law¬ 
giver  ;  and  will  the  present  state  of  the  professing  Christians  bear  compar¬ 
ison  any  better  with  the  teaching  and  practice  of  the  primitive  church  and 
its  founders  ?  I  think  if  we  are  candid  we  must  say  the  advantage  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  Jews. 

Christ  instructed  his  disciples  to  unity  and  love,  and  gave  tKem  a  pattern 
in  the  comparison  of  the  vine,  to  show  them  how  they  should  be  united, 
and  whence  the  power  and  influence  should  emanate  which  was  to  make 
them  one.  I  must  then  again  say,  if  this  was  a  pattern  and  figure  of  the 
church,  we  must  certainly  be  like  it.  It  is  impossible  we  can  be  other¬ 
wise.  Christ  said  “  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches."  He  here  shows 
that  we  can  no  more  bring  the  fruits  of  the  spirit  without  remaining  in 
him,  than  a  branch  can  bring  its  fruit  without  it  remains  in  the  vine. 
We  know  also  that  all  the  branches  of  a  vine  produce  the  same  kind  of 
fruit;  and  if  the  comparison  with  the  church  is  good,  then  the  members 
in  Christ  must  also  bring  the  same  kind  of  fruit.  If  they  do  not,  the 
comparison  is  not  good. 
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The  Saviour  also  prayed  to  his  Heavenly  Father,  that  his  disciples  should 
be  one,  as  he  and  the  Father  are  one  ;  and  he  prayed  not  for  those  alone 
who  were  at  that  time  his  disciples ;  but  for  those  also,  who  through  their 
word  would  believe  in  him,  that  they  all  may  he  one,  and  that  they  be 
mSidiQ  perfect  in  one.  Now  is  not  the  Saviour’s  will  and  intention  here 
manifest  ?  and  the  reason  he  gives  also,  “  that  the  world  may  believe  that 
thou  hast  sent  me.^^ 

The  inquiry  might  arise :  why,  or  how  this  unity  was  to  convince  the 
world  of  the  divine  origin  or  mission  of  Christ ‘t  Evidently  because  it 
was  something  strange.  Nicodemus  says,  “  We  know  thou  art  a  teacher 
sent  from  God,  for  no  man  can  do  the  miracles  that  thou  dost,  except  God  be 
with  him.’^  When  the  man  who  was  sick  of  the  palsy  arose  took  up  his  bed 
and  went  forth  at  the  bidding  of  Christ,  the  people  were  “  all  amazed  and 
said  we  never  saw  it  on  this  fashion  f  and  when  he  that  w'as  born  blind  was 
made  to  see,  he  was  convinced  that  Jesus  must  be  of  God,  for  “  since  the 
world  began  was  it  not  heard,  that  any  man  opened  the  eyes  of  one  that 
was  born  blind.^^  It  took  strange  things,  things  that  were  never  known 
before,  to  work  conviction  of  divine  operations.  Things  that  men  could 
do  would  not  have  this  effect,  therefore  the  Lord  by  his  almighty  power 
wrought  a  work  in  the  hearts  of  his  believing  children  that  was  new  and 
strange  to  the  world,  so  that  they  may  believe.’^  This  had  never  been 
known,  that  a  community  of  men  had  been  formed  who  w’ere  one.  The 
life  of  self  which  exists  in  the  heart  of  every  unconverted  person  prevent¬ 
ed  this,  and  made  it  impossible.  To  effect  such  a  unity,  this  life  of  self 
(which  is  the  work  of  the  Devil)  must  be  destroyed,  and  this  nothing  short 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  can  do ;  and  this  spirit  man  can  not  receive  but  by  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Because  therefore  they  had  never  seen  anything  “on  this 
fashion  ”  before,  they  were  convinced  that  this  must  be  of  God. 

Now  if  we  examine  our  present  nominal  Christendom,  what  likeness 
does  it  present  to  the  vine,  which  Christ  has  compared  the  true  church  to  ? 
or  how  does  it  agree  with  what  the  Saviour  prayed  his  Heavenly  Father  it 
should  be  ?  or  how  does  it  compare  with  the  church  when  organized,  and 
under  the  direction  of  its  founders  ?  Where,  I  ask,  is  the  unity  here  rep¬ 
resented  ?  and  where  is  there  a  word  of  countenance  in  the  whole  new 
testament  to  the  divisions,  strife  and  contention  which  exists  amongst 
them  ? 

We  know  that  there  are  a  great  number 'of  societies  in  the  world  which 
call  themselves  churches  of  Christ,  and  often  many  in  the  same  town  or 
neighborhood.  Each  one  has  its  separate  organization,  and  its  distinction 
of  doctrine.  Some  are  very  strict  and  precise  in  regard  to  one  particular 
mode  of  administering  ordinances ;  another  is  equally  precise  in  some 
other  mode.  Some  are  indifferent  as  to  mode ;  some  are  indifferent  as  to 
one  ordinance,  and  some  to  another  •  and  some  are  indifferent  to  any  ordi¬ 
nance;  and  some  reject  all  outward  ordinances  altogether. 

In  their  views  in  regrad  to  essentials  in  doctrine  and  life,  they  are  equally 
divided.  There  is  here  every  shade  of  doctrine  which  the  ingenuity  of 
the  Devil  could  devise.  I  say  the  Devil,  for  I  believe  no  one  pretends  to 
believe  that  God  is  the  author  of  divisions  and  discord,  and  all  profess  to 
deplore  it. 

The  evidence  of  the  divine  authority  of  Moses  and  the  prophets  was  so 
convincing,  that  the  devil  could  never  have  effected  much  by  leading  Israel 
to  reject  them  altogether  ;  therefore,  he  left  them  profess,  and  even  be  very 
zealous  for  their  law.  But  by  leading  them  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
spirit  of  their  teaching,  he  had  effected  almost  the  total  destruction  of  the 
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nation.  Thus  with  Christianity:  the  devil  never  could  effect  so  much  by 
totally  denying  Christ,  but  by  leading  them  as  far  from  the  spirit  which 
he  taught :  whilst  he  left  them  zealous  for  forms  and  professions,  he  had 
almost  entirely  destroyed  the  church,  as  everyone  knows  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  times  preceding  the  last  reformation  ’  and  since 
then  divisions  have  so  greatly  multiplied  as  nearly  to  destroy  the  benefit 
of  that  work. 

The  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  the  church  is  so  apparent,  that  it  must  be 
admitted.  Almost  every  one  will  acknowledge  this;  and  in  order  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  mind,  a  unity  has  been  devised  to  agree  with  the  church,  rather 
than  the  church  made  to  agree  with  the  unit.  To  this  end  the  idea  has 
been  originated,  that  all  these  different  societies  or  so-called  churches,  are 
one  in  spirit,  and  agree  in  the  essentials,  and  that  each  of  them  is  a  branch 
of  this  united  church,  and  that  they  together  form  it.  This  idea  seems  so 
charitable,  and  withal  so  reasonable,  and  being  the  only  way  to  reconcile 
the  matter,  has  obtained  almost  universal  admitance. 

If  a  person  would  take  a  piece  of  work  to  an  artist,  and  engage  him  to 
make  another  like  it,  and  upon  its  completion  to  receive  a  certain  reward, 
on  condition  that  it  was  like  the  pattern,  I  presume  he  would  be  often  com¬ 
paring  his  work  with  the  pattern,  as  it  would  progress.  But  how 
inconsistent  would  it  be  if  he  made  the  work  according  to  his  own  ideas, 
regardless  of  his  instructions  or  pattern,  and 'then  begin  to  search  for  points 
of  resemblance,  so  that  he  could  persuade  himself,  and  perchance  his  pat- 
tron,  that  he  had  fulfilled  the  stipulated  contract.  But  if  he  had  observed 
due  caution,  and  strictly  followed  the  direction  of  his  employer,  and  well 
observed  his  pattern,  so  that  his  work  resembles  it  when  finished,  he  can, 
with  full  confidence,  await  the  return  of  his  patron,  and  claim  his  promised 
reward.  Thus  it  will  be  with  those  who  labor  for  the  eternal  inheritance, 
promised  to  those  who  obey  the  Lord  Jesus.  Those  who  use  all  earnest 
diligence,  are  much  engaged  in  the  work  of  self-examination,  and  compare 
themselves  well  with  the  commands  and  figures  in  the  word  of  God,  may 
confidently  await  the  coming  of  their  Lord.  But  those  who  are  careless, 
and  walk  according  to  their  own  ideas  and  imaginations,  will  certainly, 
according  to  the  declaration  of  the  Saviour,  come  too  late  and  find  the 
door  shut. 

Now,  let  us  compare  this  supposed  united  church  with  the  pattern  which 
Jesus  Christ  has  given  us,  and  if  they  agree,  then  this  doctrine  must  be 
good,  but  if  not,  the  whole  structure  must  fall,  and  all  t]ie  labor  of  the 
builders  lost. 

Christ  has  said,  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them ;  and  now  if  this 
structure  is  the  church,  and  one  in  spirit,  then  its  fruits  must  be  the  same. 
We  know  that  all  the  branches  of  a  vine  bring  the  same  kind  of  fruit. 
The  vine  is  of  a  trailing  nature,  and  its  branches  will  spread  and  grow  over 
a  great  surface ;  but  all  spring  from  the  same  parent  vine,  and  where  there 
is  fruit,  the  produce  of  every  branch  has  the  same  taste  One  branch  may 
have  more  and  larger  clusters  than  another,  and  one  may  have  a  little 
larger  berries  than  another,  and  one  may  be  more  sweet  than  another ;  in 
proportion  as  one  branch  ^may  have  a  little  more  vigor,  or  draw  a  little  more 
nourishment  from  the  parent  stem,  and  so  bring  its  fruit  to  a  higher  state 
of  perfection;  but  there  will  be  a  similarity  in  the  taste,  which  is  perceptible. 
But  we  know  there  are  many  different  varieties  of  vines,  and  some  are  so 
sour  and  bitter^  as  not  to  be  esculent.  Moses  speaks  of  the  vine  of  Sodom, 
of  the  field  of  Gomorrah,  and  says  :  Their  grape, s  are  grapes  of  gall,  and 
their  clusters  are  bitter ;  their  wine  is  the  poison  of  dragons,  and  the  cruel 
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venom  of  asps.^^  Now,  as  the  vine  is  of  this  trailing  nature  spoken  of, 
and  will  in  its  growth  form  a  great  cluster  of  branches,  and  where  two  or 
more  vines  are  in  close  proximity,  they  will  cluster  together  so  that  one  can 
not  tell  the  branches  of  one  from  that  of  another,  and  we  might  mistake 
them  by  their  leaves  and  general  appearance  to  be  but  one  vine.  15ut  if 
there  was  fruit  on  them,  and  we  would  come  to  taste  it,  and  find  one  cluster 
sweet,  and  another  bitter,  we  would  at  once  know  that  there  must  be  differ¬ 
ent  vines  here,  and  no  one  could  persuade  us  that  they  proceeded  from  the 
same  root  or  stock. 

The  words  and  actions  are  the  fruits  of  professors  of  religion.  There 
must  then  be  such  a  perceptible  similarity  in  the  doctrine,  words  and 
actions  of  these  professors  of  religion,  as  will  compare  in  this  respect 
with  the  fruit  of  the  same  vine. 

It  would  be  an  almost  interminable  work  to  compare  the  fruits  of  the 
different  branches  of  this  church,  taking  it  in  this  popular  sense ;  but  in 
a  few  words  it  may  be  shown  whether  it  is  so  or  not ;  and  if  two  of  them 
differ  entirely  the  comparison  is  lost.  We  know  that  there  are  some  of 
these  so  called  branches  which  hold  the  doctrine  that  in  our  dress,  man¬ 
ners  and  customs,  we  must  be  wholly  diverse  from  what  the  world  are, 
who  indulge  in  great  extravagance  in  their  apparel,  as  well  as  all  their 
state  and  equipage.  Other  branches  ’’  are  under  no  restraint  in  this 
respect,  but  indulge  in  whatever  the  flesh  may  lust  after,  in  costly  array 
and  putting  on  of  gold  and  expensive  jewelry,  and  living  in  great  style 
and  splendor,  seeking  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

Here  are  fruits  as  dissimilar  as  we  could  well  conceive.  I  would  here 
ask,  can  any  one  believe  that  the  Spirit  of  God  would  teach  these  opposite 
extremes,  as  the  will  of  God  ?  But  to  proceed  with  this  comparison  : 
one  professes  that  we  must  be  harmless  and  defenceless,  and  dare  not  're¬ 
sist  evil ;  if  we  are  unjustly  sued  at  the  law,  and  our  goods  taken  from 
us,  we  dare  not  defend  them ;  and  if  taken  away  by  stealth  we  may  not 
even  ask  them  again.  The  other  advocates  not  only  the  right  to  defend 
himself  by  law,  against  an  unjust  claim,  and  if  his  goods  are  taken  by 
stealth  to  bring  the  offender  to  justice  and  punishment,  but  that  it  is  a 
duty  as  a  Christian  to  do  so,  and  advocates  the  right  and  duty  of  self- 
defence,  even  to  the  taking  away  of  the  life  of  an  adversary,  and  taking 
up  arms  at  his  country’s  call  and  going  to  the  field  of  battle.  Here  are 
fruits  so  dissimilar,  that  we  can  scarcely  institute  a  comparison.  Again, 
some  insist  that  we  must  observe  the  ordinance  of  baptism,  the  Lord’s 
supper,  washing  of  feet,  &c.,  and  others  leave  it  to  the  choice  of  their 
members,  others  reject  some,  and  others  again  reject  them  all.  It  must 
be  clear  that  this  imaginary  spiritual  wine  will  bear  no  comparison  with 
the  pattern  Jesus  Christ  has*  given  us.  Is  this  idea  of  unity  not 
palpably  inconsistent,  to  say  nothing  of  the  dissimilarity  existing  in  many 
instances  between  different  members  of  the  same  branch,”  as  every 
intelligent  reader  knows  to  be  true. 

I  would  here  entreat  every  one  seriously  to  reflect  upon  these  things, 
for  depend  upon  it,  we  must  be  conformed  to  the  word  of  God,  or  else  we 
have  no  promise  in  it. 

If  this  doctrine  of  unity  is  not  tenable,  then  what  must  we  conclude  ? 
either  that  this  is  not  the  church  of  Christ,  or  else  his  prayer  was  not 
heard.  Which  of  the  two  is  most  likely  ?  The  reason  that  the  Saviour 
desired  this  unity,  was  that  the  world  should  be  thereby  convinced  that 
he  was  sent  by  the  Father,  that  is,  that  he  was  Christ,  the  Son  of  God. 

This  unity,  in  order  to  work  conviction  in  the  world,  must  evidently  be 
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sucli  an  one  as  can  be  perceived  by  tbe  world.  Faith  is  not  a  visible  sub¬ 
stance  any  further  than  it  is  so  through  the  works  which  it  brings  forth. 
I  would  ask  how  can  this  church’^  work  any  such  conviction  in  the  mind 
of  a  sceptic?  Would  it  not,  in  truth,  more  likely  be  the  contrary?  and 
do  they  not  openly  refer  to  this  very  thing  as  confirming  their  views  ? 
Any  intelligent  heathen  might  confound  those  missionaries  going  amongst 
them,  by  asking  them  for  the  sign  which  Christ  has  said  should  convince 
them.  They  could  not  show  him  a  spiritual  substance,  for  spirit  has  no 
substance;  and  to  show  a  spiritual  operation  or  influence,  they  must  show 
spiritual  fruit. 

I  have  hitherto  chiefly  confined  myself  to  the  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ, 
as  recorded  in  the  gospels,  and  insisted  on  obedience  to  his  word,  which 
all  will  agree  must  be  our  rule  of  action ;  but  then  they  say  we  understand 
it  differently.  But  now,  is  his  language  not  plain  ?  Can  any  one  believe 
that  so  many  different  views  can  be  taken  out  of  a  work  which  was  written 
by  unerring  wisdom,  with  a  design  to  promote  the  salvation  of  the  whole 
world ;  unless  there  was  a  deceptive  agency  at  work  blinding  the  minds 
of  mankind. 

The  holy  apostles  have  also  given  us  their  views  of  this  matter,  by  re¬ 
cording  their  acts  and  proceedings  in  the  church,  and  also  directions 
written  where  the  enemy  had  made  some  inroads,  and  gained  some 
advantage  in  their  communities.  So  we  have  here  a  double  testimony : 
first,  that  of  the  Saviour,  and  afterwards  that  of  the  apostles,  bearing  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  proper  understanding  of  the  word  of  truth. 

With  regard  to  the  unity  of  the  church,  I  have  already  shown  how 
forcibly  the  apostle  Paul  urges  its  necessity  upon  his  fellow  believers  of 
Corinth ;  and  how  severly  he  reproves  them  for  what  only  had  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  disunion. 

He  tells  them  “  God  is  faithful  by  whom  they  were  called  into  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  his  Son.’^  But  now  he  has  heard  that  there  are  contentions 
among  them  ;  and  in  the  Jrd  chapter  says  “  they  are  carnal;  for  whereas 
one  saith  I  am  of  Paul,  I  of  Apollos,  Cephas  and  Christ ;  are  ye  not 
carnal  and  walk  as  men  I  have  said  this  was  only  an  appearance  of 
disunion ;  for  it  is  usual  for  those  who  start  a  society,  and  call  themselves 
by  the  name  of  some  notable  person,  to  adhere  to  the  doctrine  of  that 
person.  Now,  as  Paul,  Apollos,  Cephas  and  Christ,  all  held  and  taught 
the  same  doctrine,  if  the  parties  followed  their  respective  leaders,  they 
must  all  have  followed  the  same  doctrine.  But  their  conduct  countenanced 
division,  and  the  unerring  wisdom  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  seeing  the  great 
danger  of  this  tendency,  reproved  it  in  severe  terms.  ^^For  ye  are  car- 
nal,^^  he  says,  “  for  whereas  there  is  among  you  envyings,  and  strife,  and 
divisions,  are  ye  not  carnal.^’  The  carnal  mind,  he  says,  is  enmity  against 
God.  So  the  apostle  very  severely  reproves  even  this  small  beginning  of 
division,  and  gives  the  alarm  for  all  time  to  come. 

In  the  conclusion  of  the  epistle  to  the  Homans,  Paul  says  :  Now  I 
beseech  you,  brethren,  7nark  them  which  cause  divisions  and  offences 
contrary  to  the  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned ;  and  avoid  them,  ko.” 
Paul  here  says  such  a  thing  is  contrary  to  the  doctrine  he  taught. 

To  enforce  this  argument,  and  explain  his  meaning,  Paul  also  gives  us 
a  figure  with  which  every  one  is  familiar,  viz  ;  our  own  body.  In  the  I2th 
chapter  of  1st  Cor.  he  sets  this  unity  forth  so  plainly,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  misunderstand  his  meaning.  In  the  I2th  verse  he  says  :  “  For  as  the 
body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the  members  of  that  body 
being  many,  are  one  body  :  so  also  is  Chfdst.  For  by  one  spirit  we  are  all 
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baptised  into  one  body,  whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond 
or  free;  and  have  all  been  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit. In  Komans, 
12th  c.,  he  also  says,  “  For  as  we  have  many  members  in  one  body,  and 
all  members  have  not  the  same  office  :  so  we,  being  many,  are  one  body 
in  Christ,  and  every  one  members  one  of  another.'^  The  apostle  also 
makes  the  comparison  in  the  12th  c.  Cor.,  that  as  the  individual  members 
of  our  natural  bodies  have  care  for,  and  are  disposed  to  one  another,  so 
shall  the  members  of  Christ’s  body  be  for  one  another ;  and  that  we  may 
not  mistake  his  meaning  he  says,  ‘‘Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and 
members 'in  particular.” 

Our  body  we  know  is  so  constructed  that  our  members  are  not  only  dis¬ 
posed  to  serve  one  another,  but  they  are  also  able  to,  and  do,  serve  one 
another.  Thus  the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ  must  not  only  be 
disposed  to  serve  one  another,  but  they  must  also  be  able,  otherwise  their 
disposition  would  profit  them  nothing. 

I  must  frequently  urge  the  infallibility  of  these  comparisons.  The 
church  must  be  like  what  it  is  compared  to,  or  else  the  wisdom  of  God  is 
not  infallible.  If  that  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  church  of  Christ  is 
not  like  this  pattern,  then  it  cannot  be  his  church ;  and  if  it  is  not  his 
church,  pray  then,  what  is  it?  Must  it  not  verily  be  the  church  of  anti¬ 
christ  ? 

I  would  also  ask  in  what  way  can  the  members  of  this  great  Babylonian 
structure  serve  each  other,  as  the  members  of  our  natural  bodies  do  ? 
Christ  has  given  us  directions  how  we  shall  serve  one  another  in  love, 
saying  “  if  thy  brother  trespass  against  thee,  tell  him  of  his  fault,  &c.” 
Here  is  a  complete  example  of  the  service  which  the  members  of  Christ’s 
body  can  render  one  another,  as  the  members  of  our  natural  bodies  do. 
This  is  one  of  Christ’s  commandments  which  we  miist  do  if  we  love  him, 
and  expect  to  inherit  everlasting  life  with  him.  Christ  says  they  that  do 
the  will  of  the  Father  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom.  Now,  I  would  ask, 
how  can  we  observe  this  command  under  this  idea  of  the  church  of  God  ? 
If  all  these  different  societies  constitute  the  church,  then  all  their  indi¬ 
vidual  members  are  brothers;  and  if  any  one  of  them  trespass  against 
me,  it  is  my  duty  to  proceed  according  to  the  command  of  the  Sa¬ 
viour.  This  I  might  do  in  the  first  degree,  but  suppose  he  will  not  hear 
me  the  first  nor  the  second  time,  and  I  am  now  commanded  to  bring  him 
before  the  church.  How  am  I  to  do  this  ?  The  church  consists  of  all 
these  different  persuasions,  and  how  can  I  get  them  together  to  ^rraign 
my  obstinately  offending  brother  before  them.  If  I  should  bring  him 
before  that  “branch”  only  of  which  I  or  he  is  a  member,  he  may  object 
and  say,  “This  is  not  the  church;  Christ  says  bring  him  before  the  church.” 
Now,  here  is  an  insurmountable  difficulty ;  I  cannot  keep  the  command¬ 
ment  of  Christ,  and  he  says  those  only  who  do  so  shall  inherit  the  king¬ 
dom.  Has  Christ  given  a  commandment  which  cannot  be  kept  ?  By  no 
means. 

If  it  should  be  said  the  “branch”  to  which  he  belongs  is  competent  to 
act :  and  suppose  it  does,  and  he  refuses  to  hear,  and  they  do  separate  him 
according  to  the  Saviou;r’s  command,  he  will  turn  about  and  apply  to  some 
other  “  branch”  and  be  received,  and  be  a  brother  still.  A  little  leaven 
leaventh  the  whole  lump,  says  Paul,  and  now,  how  can  we  here  purge  out 
the  leaven?  One  “branch”  will  purge  itself  of  leaven,  and  the  other 
will  take  it  right  in,  and  according  to  this  doctrine  it  becomes  a  part  of  the 
lump  again.  We  all  know  that  this  is  of  frequent  occurence,  and  that  multi¬ 
tudes  leave  one  “branch”  and  declare  it  is  corrupt,  and  say  all  manner 
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of  evil  things  against  its  members,  and  then  join  in  with  some  other 
branch,^’  and  according  to  this  doctrine,  take  up  the  corrupt  parties 
again  as  brethren.  As  well  do  the  members  of  the  different  “  branches'^ 
continually  contend  and  complain  of  one  another,  and  say  all  manner  of 
evil  things  against  one  another,  whilst  yet  they  are  brethren  according  to 
this  view.  What  evidence  is  this  to  all  men^^  that  we  love  one  another 
and  are  willing  to  lay  down  our  life  for  our  brethren  ? 

But  says  some  one,  there  are  good  and  bad  amongst  all  denominations, 
and  the  good  only  form  or  constitute  the  church.  This  makes  the  diffi¬ 
culty  none  the  less,  for  how  am  I  to  get  the  good  of  all  these  different 
denominations  together,  to  bring  my  offending  brother  before  them  ?  The 
bad  members  are  not  my  brothers,  (if  I  am  one  of  the  good)  and  do  not 
belong  to  the  church.  So,  if  I  would  even  bring  him  before  the  ‘‘brancV^ 
to  which  I  or  he  belong,  perhaps  the  majority  are  not  of  those  ^^good,^^ 
(for  the  Saviour  says  they  are  few)  and  how  can  I  proceed  to  observe  mj 
Saviour’s  sayings,  so  that  I  may  have  a  right  to  call  him  Lord  ?  There  is 
no  such  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  members  of  our  natural  bodies  serv¬ 
ing  one  another. 

Might  the  Saviour  not  well  say  of  us,  as  he  did  of  the  Jews,  that  our 
heart  is  waxed  gross,  and  our  ears  dull  of  hearing,  and  our  eyes  we  have 
closed,  lest  we  should  see  with  our  eyes,  and  hear  with  our  ears,  and 
should  understand  with  our  heart,  and  should  be  converted  and  he  would 
heal  us.  These  things,  it  seems  to  me,  are  so  plain,  that  unless  we  vol¬ 
untarily  close  our  eyes,  we  must  see. 

Paul  says,  “  Now  then  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  Grod  did 
beseech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in  Christ’s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.’^ 
This  is  the  office  or  calling  of  every  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  every 
one  who  assumes  the  calling,  virtually  professes  that  he  is  such  an  ambas¬ 
sador,  and  is  endowed  by  the  Lord  with  his  spirit,  to  instruct  Him  on  what 
terms  to  offer  reconciliation  to  sinful  man. 

Now  if  we  remember  that  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord,  that  he  is  the 
Lord  and  changeth  not.  Mai.  3d.  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same,  yes¬ 
terday,  to-day  and  forever ;  that  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost  are  one ; 
then  we  must  look  for  the  influence  of  his  spirit  to  be  the  same.  The 
Lord  did  not  teach  one  scribe  or  priest  one  law,  and  another  a  differ¬ 
ent  one  ;  but  all  had  the  same  unchangeable  law.  So  the  apostles  had  the 
same  doctrine,  all  were  actuated  by  the  same  motive,  and  supplied  by  the 
same  fountain  ;  there  was  no  flowing  of  bitter  and  sweet  water  from  the 
same  fountain.  But  now  these  assumed  ambassadors  teach  doctrines  as 
opposite  as  day  is  to  night.  They  represent  the  will  of  their  sovereign 
as  differently  as  if  he  were  a  reed  shaken  or  moved  by  the  wind.  No 
government  would  receive  or  treat  with  men  professing  to  be  ambassadors 
from  a  foreign  power,  who  would  represent  the  will  of  their  sovereign  so 
differently.  They  would  say,  you  cannot  all  be  representatives  of  your 
sovereign,  when  there  is  so  great  a  difference  between  you.  All  men  would 
at  once  conclude  they  are  a  set  of  impostors,  or  insane;  and  the  man  who 
would  desire  to  treat  with  any  of  them,  would  look  well  to  their  credentials 
before  he  would  venture  to  receive  any.  But  in  the  matter  of  religion, 
where  the  soul’s  eternal  welfare  is  at  stake,  all  are  acknowledged  as  ambas¬ 
sadors  who  make  the  pretence.  It  is  a  true  saying,  that  the  children  of 
this  world  are  wiser  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light;  or,  at 
least,  man  acts  with  more  wisdom  in  all  other  matters  than  in  this  all  im¬ 
portant  one. 

Christ  says  to  his  disciples,  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  there- 
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fore  the  world  hateth  you  and  Paul  tells  us  not  to  be  “  conformed  to  the 
world.’'  Christ  does  not  mean  here  that  he  has  called  his  disciples  off 
the  earth,  but  by  “  world  ”  he  means  those  people  who  are  led  by  the 
god  of  this  world,  or  who  seek  alone  for  the  enjoyment  which  this  world 
can  give,  and  who  are  eagerly  in  pursuit  of  carnal  or  fleshly  delights  and 
pleasures  ]  these  are  called  the  children  of  this  world,  in  contradistinction 
to  the  saints  or  children  of  God,  who  were  also  of  the  world,  but  God 
chose  them  out  of  it,  and  has  transformed  them  into  the  kingdom  of  his 
dear  son.  And  these  being  now  thus  transformed,  and  chosen  from  the  oth¬ 
ers,  they  are  henceforth  not  to  seek  the  things  of  the  earth,  but  those  of 
Heaven,  where  Jesus  is  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high  )  and 
consequently  they  must  no  more  engage  in  those  pursuits  in  which  the 
world  engage.  So  long  as  they  are  in  this  world,  or  in  this  life,  they  must 
labor  for  their  subsistence,  and  in  outward  appearance  are  as  other  men, 
but  in  their  affections  they  diff’er,  or  pursue  those  objects  which  are  lawful 
in  a  difFerent  spirit,  using  the  world  as  not  abusing  it.  The  saints,  in  all 
they  do,  have  respect  to  the  honor  of  God,  as  Paul  says,  whether  ye  eat  or 
drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  honor  of  God.  But  the  world 
have  respect  to  their  personal  enjoyment.  In  seeking  this  enjoyment, 
they  conform  to  all  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  world,  seeking  its 
friendship  and  esteem,  which  Christ  says  is  enmity  to  God  and  abomina¬ 
tion  in  his  sight.  Paul  therefore  will  not  have  the  disciples  to  be  thus 
conformed,  but  to  be  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  their  minds,  so  that 
they  may  learn  to  prove  what  is  his  good  and  acceptable  will. 

Paul  says  we  have  a  natural  body,  and  have  also  a  spiritual  body,  and 
these  lust  against  each  other — the  flesh  against  the  spirit,  and  the 
spirit  against  the  flesh.  Every  unconverted  person  is  living  after  the 
flesh,  of  which  works  Paul  to  the  Gallatians  mentions  a  number,  saying, 
they  are  manifest,  which  are  these,  adultery,  fornication,  uncleanness, 
lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred,  variance,  emulations,  wrath, 
strife,  seditions,  heresies,  envyings,  murder,  drunkenness,  revelings  and 
such  lihe.”  By  the  expression  “  such  like,”  I  conceive  the  apostle  means 
any  works  done  in  a  spirit  of  self-love,  or  for  the  gratification  of  the  car¬ 
nal  mind.  At  least  he  signifies  that  he  has  not  enumerated  all,  and  to  the 
Ephesiai^s  he  has\covetousness,  foolish  talking  and  jesting  enumerated 
amongst  them.  Very  few  persons,  or  I  may  perhaps  say  no  one,  is  living 
in  all  these  sins )  but  in  something  of  this  kind  every  unconverted  person 
is  living.  They  are  carnal,  and  consequently  must  have  kane  carnal  life. 

Such  sins  as  adultery,  fornication,  murders,  drunkenness,  tkc.,  were  pun¬ 
ishable  under  the  law.  and  are  so  manifestly  wicked,  that  every  person  who 
lives  in  them  knows  they  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  but 
few  denominations  of  professing  Christians  will  tolerate  those  in  their  com- 
munit}^  who  are  openly  addicted  to  them.  But  envyings,  revelings.  wrath, 
and  hatred  are  also  enumerated  amonsst  them,  and  how  manv  of  such  as  are 
living  in  these  things  are  members  of  some  Christian  profession  ;  to  say 
nothing  of  variance,  emulations  and  strife.  Who  does  not  know  of  vari¬ 
ance  and  strife  amongst  professors  in  his  neighborhood  ?  and  where  is  the 
minister  who  does  not  know  of  its  existence  in  some,  or  I  might  say  many 
of  his  flock  ?  whom  he  yet  comforts  with  the  bread  and  wine  in  commem¬ 
oration  of  the  broken  body  of  christ,  and  his  blood  shed  upon  the  tree  of 
the  cross  for  the  sins  of  the  world  ;  whilst  the  holy  Apostle  Paul  says  of 
such,  “  of  the  which  I  tell  you  before  as  I  have  also  told  you  in  time  past, 
that  they  which  do  such  things  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

Every  one  who  is  eng-aged  in  variance  and  strife,  will  justify  themselves 
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with  the  cause  they  think  they  have,  but  the  apostle  says  they  proceed 
from  the  flesh,  and  no  cause  can  justify  it.  If  we  have  the  disposition  of 
sheep  and  lambs,  there  will  be  no  variance  and  strife.  But  when  we  come 
to  emulations  what  do  we  find  in  the  world?  1  will  leave  every  one  who 
understands  the  meaning  of  the  word  to  reflect  upon  what  he  sees  himself, 
and  well  knows  to  exist  amongst  professors  who  stand  high  in  “the  church,’' 
and  contrast  it  with  what  Paul  says,  we  shall  each  esteem  other  better  than 
himself,  and  provoke  one  another  to  love  and  good  works. 

It  is  not,  however,  these  things  here  mentioned,  which  are  alone  works 
of  the  flesh,  and  condemned  under  this  sentence  :  a  person  may  be  very 
humble  in  his  garb,  and  separate  himself  from  all  outward  pomp  and  parade 
in  the  world,  but  may  be  very  sensitive  to  the  least  imaginary  slight  or 
insult,  giving  way  to  and  entertairiing  angry  and  revengeful  feelings ;  or, 
he  may  be  mild  and  tractable,  and  his  heart  still  filled  with  covetousness, 
seeking  the  things  of  this  world,  and  loving  them  inordinately.  Covetous¬ 
ness,  the  apostle  says  is  idolatry,  and  it  matters  not  w^hat  it  is  that  we  love 
more  than  God,  it  becomes  our  idol.  We  may  think  we  love  God  above 
all  things,  and  that  we  would  rather  give  up  all  things  in  the  world,  and 
even  our  own  life,  than  give  up  God  and  our  hopes  of  Heaven,  and  think 
this  is  proof  that  we  love  God  above  all  things.  This  feeling  we  may  have 
and  would  in  truth  submit  to  it,  and  we  might  still  be  living  after  the  flesh. 
The  apostle  says  if  we  live  after  the  flesh  we  shall  die,  but  if  we  through 
the  spirit  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  we  shall  live.  This  life  of  the 
spirit,  cannot  be  seen  or  known  by  others,  than  the  person  themselves, 
except  its  fruits,  which  must  also  manifest  themselves  to  a  certain  extent 
where  it  exists,  but  it  cannot  exist  where  the  works  of  the  flesh  manifest 
themselves  ;  for  its  efiects  are  to  mortify,  and  subdue  the  flesh.  But  to 
live  after  the  flesh  we  may,  whilst  its  outward  or  apparent  works  are  not 
visible,  but  on  the  contrary  many  good  works  and  deeds  might  show 
themselves,  and  still  the  flesh  have  the  supremacy  within..  Paul  says  if  he 
could  speak  with  the  tongue  of  men  and  angels,  had  faith  that  he  could 
remove  mountains,  and  had  not  charity,  he  would  be  nothing ;  and  if  he 
would  give  all  his  substance  to  feed  the  poor,  and  his  body  to  be  burned, 
and  had  not  charity,  (or  as  the  German  translation  says,  love,)  he  would  be 
nothing.  Showing  conclusively,  that  we  might  do  as  I  have  said,  and  still 
be  living  after  the  flesh.  We  all  do  either  live  after  the  flesh,  or  the  spirit; 
if  the  spirit  then  we  live,  but  if  the  flesh  we  die.  The  natural  or  unen¬ 
lightened  understanding  might  teach  us  that  we  would  better  give  up  our 
natural  life,  than  lose  our  soul ;  and  we  would  make  our  choice  accordingly, 
even  though  in  this  life  our  treasure  was  so  far  from  being  laid  up  in  Heaven, 
thg-tour  hearts  and  affections  have  been  engaged  chiefly  or  altogether  in  the 
things  on  the  earth.  If  we  are  fleshly  or  carnally  minded,  the  mind  will 
be  engaged  and  have  its  enjoyment  in  earthly  things,  and  it  will  be  trouble¬ 
some  and  irksome  to  engage  in  thoughts  or  conversation  of  heavenly 
things.  If  we  are  spiritual,  we  will  enjoy  pleasure  and  delight  in  thinking 
and  conversing  of  heavenly  and  spiritual  things ;  and  though  we  do  still 
bear  with  us  this  natural  body  and  flesh ;  which  is  continually  inclining  us 
to  the  world  and  carnal  pleasures  and  lusts  ;  the  spirit  which  is  in  us, 
which  will  bring  to  mind  all  things  which  Christ  has  taught,  will  reprove 
us;  and  if  our  will  is  subdued  and  given  up  under  the  will  of  Christ,  the 
spirit  will  enable  us  to  bring,  the  flesh  into  subjection;  and  mortify  the 
deeds  of  the  body.  This  is  the  true  Christian  warfare,  which  every  child 
of  God  must  lead,  and  as  Paul  says  “  though  we  walk  in  the  flesh,  we  do 
not  war  after  the  flesh,  (for  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but 
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mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds)  casting  down  imagi¬ 
nations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of 
God,  and  bringeth  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ.^^ 
This  expresses,  and  shows  very  plainly,  how  the  flesh  will  reason,  and  thoughts 
arise  in  the  heart,ftrying  to  reconcile  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  the  mind, 
with  the  commands  of  Christ  j  but  these  thoughts  must  be  taken  captive, 
as  a  natural  warrior  will  take  every  traitor  and  enemy  to  his  cause. 

This  is  the  warfare  represented  by  that  which  Joshha  and  David  and 
all  valiant  Israelites  of  old,  led  against  their  enemies.  Their’s  was  a  literal 
or  natural  rest  and  reward,  and  their  enemies  were  natural  enemies,  And 
they  had  to  contend  against  them  by  natural  means ;  but  they  prefigure  to 
us  a  spiritual  rest,  and  reward.  Our  enemies  are  spiritual  enemies,  and 
must  be  overcome  and  subdued  by  spiritual  means.  We  wrestle  not  with 
flesh  and  blood,  but  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places;  to  which 
end  we  need  the  whole  armor  of  God.  These  are  the  enemies  which 
Christ  shall  break  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  dash  to  pieces  like  a  potter’s 
vessel,  Ps.  2d.  f 

Now  as  I  have  before  said,  we  have  a  natural  body,  and  we  have  also  a 
spiritual  body.  As  the  natural  body  must  have  its  proper  aliment  for  its 
subsistence  and  growth,  so  must  the  spiritual  also  have  its  means  of  nour¬ 
ishment  and  growth,  as  Christ  says  to  Peter;  and  Paul  and  Peter  also  al¬ 
lude  to  it  in  their  epistles.  When  we  grow  up  to  years  of  understanding, 
the  carnal  mind  leads  our  natural  senses  abroad  into  the  world  to  seek  en¬ 
joyment,  where  is  the  lust  of  the  eye,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  pride 
of  life;  by  this  gratification  the  carnal  or  fleshly  desires  are  increased  and 
strengthened,  and  the  relish  for  spiritual  things  proportion  ably  lessened. — 
In  conversion  this  desire  becomes  subdued,  and  brought  into  subjection  ; 
and  a  desire  for  spiritual  gratifications  and  enjoyments  begotten  in  the  soul. 
For  a  time  they  loathe  those  carnal  delights  which  were  so  desirable  in 
their  unconverted  state,  and  they  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word  that 
they  may  grow  thereby.  This  subdued  desire  in  the  flesh  is  not  destroyed, 
but  only  suppressed  and  brought  into  subjection.  These  two  spirits  are 
now  in  opposition  to  each  other,  and  cannot  harmonize  together.  God  by 
his  grace  and  spirit  supports  and  encourages  the  spiritual  life,  and  the  Devil 
operates  through  the  flesh  to  stimulate  carnal  desires  and  in  proportion  as 
either  gains  ascendancy,  the  other  languishes  and  must  finally  bo  overcome 
and  die.  To  this  end  the  Lord  has  given  his  church  and  children  his  word 
and  promises,  and  has  appointed  his  ministering  servants,  and  endowed 
them  with,  spiritual  understanding  in  his  word,  to  feed  his  flock  ;  and  has 
appointed  them  to  come  together,  and  edify  one  another  by  this  word  and 
spiritual  conversation,  and  to  exhort  and  admonish  one  another,  so  that  this 
new  creation  or  spiritual  body,  may  grow  and  increase  :  till  they  all  come 
to  the  full  stature  of  manhood  in  Christ,  and  are  not  easily  tossed  to  and 
fro,  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,  and  cunning  craftiness  of  man  ;  whereby 
they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.  Without  spiritual  food,  the  soul  can  no  more 
subsist  in  the  love  of  God,  than  the  natural  body  can  without  its  appointed 
food,  or  nourishment. 

Every  faithful  soul  which  has  been  converted  to  God,  and  seeks  to  walk 
in  newness  of  life,  is  sensible  of  this;  it  feels  the  disposition  and  propen¬ 
sity  of  the  flesh,  and  the  enemy  operating  through  it  to  weaken  the  spirit, 
and  draw  the  mind  and  affections  away  from  God  and  the  things  of  eternity; 
and  the  necessity  of  striving  against  these  carnal  desires,  and  using  every 
means  which  God  has  appointed  to  bring  their  affections  to  things  above, 
where  Jesus  is  as  the  source  of  all  joy,  comfort  and  consolation. 
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The  d  uiger  then  of  indulging  in  any  thing,  which  has  a  tendency  to 
strengthen  and  encourage  the  lusts,  or  any  fleshly  and  carnal  desires  ;  must' 
be  apparent  to  every  one  who  has  the  least  spiritual  experience.  This  is 
the  reason  why  Paul  tells  us,  to  crucify  the  flesh  with  its  lusts  and  de- 
sires,^^  and  to  mortify  our  members  which  are  on  the  earth and  Peter 
says  dearly  beloved,  I  beseech  you  as  strangers  and  pilgrims,  abstain  from 
fleshly  lusts  which  ivar  against  the  soul” 

All  this  accords  with  what  Christ  says,  that  we  must  deny  ourselves, 
take  up  his  cross  and  follow  him,  and  must  forsake  father,  mother,  brother, 
sister,  wife  and  children,  houses  and  lands,  and  even  our  own  life,  or  we 
cannot  be  his  disciples.  Now  Christ  does  not  mean  that  we  must  volun¬ 
tarily  forsake,  or  separate  our  person  from  all  or  any  of  these  things ;  but 
rather  leave  all,  than  depart  from  Christ  and  his  doctrine.  But  in  one 
sense  we  must  absolutely  leave  them,  that  is  in  those  carnal  delights,  in 
which  we  formerly  gratified  ourselves  in  them  ]  we  must  forsake  them. 
Our  life  which  we  had  in  them  we  must  lose ;  for  if  we  would  preserve 
this,  we  shall  lose  the  everlasting  life )  but  if  we  lose  this  for  Christ  and 
the  gospel  sake,  we  will  find  life  everlasting. 

But  if  we  now  take  a  view  of  this  popular  church,  we  will  see  many  of 
its  members  as  vain  in  their  manners  and  pursuits  as  it  is  possible  for  the 
world  to  be.  If  we  behold  them  in  their  churches,  in  the  presence  of 
their  teachers  and  spiritual  guides,  we  will  see  many  of  them  adorned  in 
the  finest  array  attainable  to  them,  with  costly  jewels  and  putting  on  of 
gold  and  ornaments,  which  cannot  serve  any  useful  purpose ;  but  rather 
annoy  and  often  pain  the  wearer,  and  can  be  put  on  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  gratify  the  flesh,  and  gain  admiration  and  esteem  of  man,  which, 
the  Saviour  says,  is  abomination  with  God,  and  in  total  disregard  of  the 
teaching  of  the  Apostles  Paul  and  Peter. 

If  we  look  into  the  upper  classes  of  society,  what  pomp,  splendor  and 
extravagance  do  we  behold  ?  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  every  paper  in 
our  country  published  accounts  of  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  of  the 
Queen  of  England,  and  gave  lengthy  accounts  of  the  extravagant  display 
there  made.  I  would  now  ask  every  candid  reader  whether  this  proceeded 
from  the  flesh  or  the  spirit  ?  or  how  the  honor  of  God  was  promoted  there¬ 
by  ?  It  will  not  do  to  plead  their  station,  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons, 
the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords,  made  his  bed  in  a  manger,  and  his 
whole  example  was  condescension  and  lowliness.  Yet  these  people  are  at 
the  head  of  the  church,  and  all  England  give  them  credit  of  being  disciples 
of  Jesus.  It  may  be  said  this  is  going  far  from  home;  but  I  would  only 
call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  doings  amongst  the  ‘‘  branches  ” 
of  this  vine,  and  where  this  doctrine  will  lead  him.  If  all  denominations 
are  “branches”  of  the  church,  then  the  “Church  of  England”  must  be 
one  likewise  (and  by  the  way  a  pretty  large  one,  which  even  extends  into 
our  own  country,  and  our  own  neighborhood)  ;  and  if  we  do  come  nearer 
home,  and  view  the  doings  of  certain  classes  on  similar  occasions,  we  will 
see  those  who  esteem  themselves  members  of  the  body  of  Christ,  and  who 
on  such  occasions  when  the  death  of  the  Lord  is  commemorated,  bow  their 
knees  at  the  altar,  and  receive  the  bread  and  wine  in  token  of  their  being' 
partakers  of  the  broken  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  and  have  received  water 
baptism,  in  evidence  of  having  received  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Yet  here  they  are,  arrayed  in  all  the  style  and  splendor  attainable  to  them, 
engaged  in  revelry,  dancing,  playing,  jesting,  and  every  vain  amusement 
which  can  be  imagined.  Every  intelligent  person  knows  that  these  things 
are  quite  common  amongst  church  members  of  certain  classes,  attending. 
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balls  and  parties,  and  every  kind  of  entertainments  designed  to  gratify  the 
carnal  mind. 

Even  ministers  of  tlie  gospel  countenance  and  encourage  these  doings 
by  their  presence,  and  if  not  openly  advocate  them  in  their  sermons,  many 
at  least  defend  it  in  private  conversation,  as  being  innocent  amusement, 
and  tending  to  promote  social  intercourse  and  good  feeling.  And  if  they 
do  not  countenance  and  encourage  them  by  word,  they  do  at  least  by  con¬ 
nivance,  knowing  their  members  to  engage  in  them,  and  do  not  scripturally 
reprove  them. 

I  know  that  many  of  these  people  are  estimable  citizens,  are  dutiful, 
kind  and  affectionate,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  neighbors  and 
friends,  are  unblamable ;  but  this  though  a  good  fruit,  is  not  all  the  fruit 
that  is  required.  Others  also  may  not  approve  of  then\  to  such  extent 
as  here  observed,  and  even  protest  and  complain  of  them,  but  think  they 
cannot  remedy  the  evil,  and  they  will  endeavor  to  serve  the  Lord  within 
themselves,  and  are  oftentimes  very  patterns  of  kindness  and  charity,  and 
highly  praised  for  their  virtues,  by  all  the  neighborhood.  But  still  con¬ 
tinue  associated  as  church  members,  in  fellowship  with  such  members  as 
before  observed ;  forgetting  what  Paul  says,  Be  not  unequally  yoked 
together  with  unbelievers,  for  what  communion  hath  light  with  darkness, 
and  again,  “  Have  no  fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  dark¬ 
ness,  but  rather  reprove  them,”  and  again,  “  Come  out  from  among  them 
and  be  ye  separate,  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  be  to  }mu  a  Father,  and 
ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  &c.” 

Our  Saviour  has  said  the  way  is  narrow  which  leads  to  life.  I  would 
now  ask  the  advocates  or  defenders  of  such  a  course  of  life,  how  the  way 
is  narrow  to  such  people  ?  If  we  can  defend  our  property  and  rights  at 
law )  our  person  and  estates  by  violence )  take  up  the  sword  in  defence 
of  our  country  )  can  join  in  political  strife  and  contention,  and  seek  popu¬ 
larity  and  promotion  to  authority  and  officej  can  array  ourselves  in  all  the 
extravagant  fashions  of  the  day,  and  engage  in  every  species  of  amuse¬ 
ment  and  recreation,  I  would  ask,  what  is  it  that  makes  the  way  narrow 
to  us  ?  and  would  ask  those  ministers  to  describe  and  point  out  this  narrow 
way,  for  many  are  at  a  great  loss  to  know  in  what  way  it  is  narrow  to 
them ;  and  I  am  afraid  many  of  their  own  members  have  heard  little 
of  it. 

I  know  also,  that  there  are  many  professors  of  religion  who  do  not  only 
not  approve  of,  or  take  part  in  these  extravagant  demonstrations  of  the 
works  of  the  flesh,  and  do  also  not  belong  to  a  community  which  tolerates  it 
in  their  members,  but  as  there  is  every  shade  and  grade  of  profession  and 
doctrine,  between  the  two  extremes,  so  there  is  here  also  every  shade  and 
grade  of  parties,  from  the  masquerade  and  ball,  down  to  the  pic-nic, 
sociable  and  tea-party,  and  even  the  socicil  visit  between  neighbor  and 
neighbor,  where 'every  grade  of  recreation  and  amusements  are  practised 
also  j  from  plays  and  songs,  with  noisy  merriment  down  to  jesting  and 
gossip,  all  of  which  are  only  different  grades  and  shades  of  the  works  of 
the  flesh,  and  alike  fall  under  condemnation. 

We  are  commanded  to  set  our  aftections  on  things  that  are  above,  and 
not  on  things  that  are  on  the  earth,  and  to  let  our  walk  and  conversation 
be  in  Heaven,  where  Jesus  is;  to  seek  those  things  which  are  above,  &c., 
and  Christ  says  we  shall  lay  up  our  treasures  in  Heaven,  and  where  our 
treasui’e  is  there  will  our  heart  be  also.  This  is  a  work,  as  I  have  said 
before,  against  which  the  flesh  strives  lustily,  and  which  every  true 
believer  grieves  that  they  cannot  perform  to  more  perfection.  Nothing 


48 


THE  PRESENT  NOMINAL  CHURCH 


causes  them  so  much  heaviness  as  their  shortcoming  in  this.  The  neces¬ 
sary  duties  of  life,  and  the  intercourse  with  the  world,  has  a  tendency  to 
draw  the  mind  and  affections  away,  and  weaken  the  believer  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  those  commands  above  alluded  to.  This  the  believer  is 
sensible  of,  and  leads  him  when  he  rises  from  his  couch  in  the  morning, 
and  at  all  times,  to  implore  the  divine  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  those 
duties,  that  he  may  not  be  led  astray  in  his  feelings  and  affections,  or  dis¬ 
honor  his  Grod  by  word  or  action ;  and  herein  he  can  with  confidence  pray 
to  Grod  for  assistance  and  grace,  so  long  as  he  does  not  depart  from  neces¬ 
sary  duties  and  intercourse  with  the  world.  When  the  day  is  past  he  is 
again  grieved  at  the  imperfection  he  beholds  in  his  performances,  and 
feels  abased  within  himself,  and  constrained  to  pray  for  mercy  and  forgiv- 
ness.  But  how  can  anj^  one  who  is  sensible  of  his  danger,  cast  himself 
voluntarily  unto  the  way  of  such  danger  as  we  have  before  set  forth  ?  Or 
how  can  they  pray  the  Lord  to  keep  them  from  temptation,  or  preserve 
them  in  it,  when  they  cast  themselves  voluntarily  and  unnecessarily  into 
it  ?  Is  it  possible  that  they  can  have  any  sense  of  their  danger  ?  or  that 
a  person  working  out  his  souks  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  can  run 
into  such  extravagance  ?  Are  they  nourishing  and  encouraging  the  spir¬ 
itual,  or  the  carnal  body  or  life  ?  Even  foolish  talking  and  jesting  are 
not  convenient,  and  are  ranked  amongst  the  things  which  the  apostle  Paul 
says  “  let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain  words  :  for  because  of  these  things 
cometh  the  wrath  of  Grod  upon  the  children  of  disohedience.”  How  also, 
can  one  pray  the  Lord  to  pardon  them  for  sins  committed  under  such 
circumstances  ?  Every  true  believer  is  acquainted  with  the  conflict  he 
has  with  unbelief,  when  he  approaches  the  throne  of  grace  to  ask  for 
forgivness ;  when  he  feels  that  he  has  not  been  so  faithf ul  as  he  should 
have  been,  how  the  Devil  will  cast  his  dereliction  in  his  face,  and  reproach 
him  for  it )  but  presuming  that  such  an  one  were  a  true  believer,  what  a 
power  would  he  here  give  into  the  hands  of  his  enemy. 

One  would  think  it  could  not  be  possible  that  we  could  lie  down  to  rest 
at  night  upon  our  comfortable  bed  without  thinking  of  our  Grod  and 
Saviour,  who  lay  in  the  hard  and  cold  manger,  and  in  the  garden  lay  on 
the  ground,  in  such  agony  as  to  press  the  sweat  from  him  as  great  drops 
of  blood,  and  crying  ‘‘  if  it  be  possible  let  this  cup  pass  from  me.^^  But 
how  can  a  disciple  of  his,  in  the  giddy  throng  of  the  ball  room,  in 
their  glee  and  merriment,  with  their  heads,  hands  and  arms  decked  with 
jewels  and  ornaments,  think  of  Jesus  extended  on  the  cross,  his  head 
crowned  with  thorns,  his  hands  and  feet  pierced  with  nails,  and  in  the 
agony  of  his  soul  exclaiming,  “  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me?^’  Jesus  Christ  has  said  he  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  believers  and  sups 
with  them ;  can  any  one  believe  that  in  such  a  place  as  this  he  could  be 
dwelling  in  the  heart,  or  he  and  they  supping  with  each  other  ?  Can  any 
one  believe  that  ever  a  disciple  of  Jesus  appeared  as  a  participator  in  such 
a  scene.  1  may  unhesitatingly  reply  never. 

But  it  may  be  said,  these  are  necessary  as  relaxations  from  the  more 
exciting;  and  toilsome  duties  of  life,  and  are  innocent  amusements  and 
recreations.  But  where  is  there  a  more  rational  place  for  the  child  of 
Grod  to  resort  for  relaxation  and  recreation  than  to  the  Father.  Oh  ! 
what  inconsisteney  and  blind  reasoning.  These  things  may  be  necessary 
for  the  children  of  the  world,  but  for  a  child  of  God  to  forsake  the  sweet 
and  comforting  communion  with  him  for  a  little  base  gratification  of  the 
flesh,  argues  little  love  to  its  Father. 

Paul  says,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered 
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into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  that  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that 
love  him;  but  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  his  spirit.”  Should 
not  this  afford  sufficient  relaxation  for  the  children  of  God  ?  ^¥hell  the 
trees  went  forth  to  anoint  a  king  over  them,  the  olive  and  fig  trees,  and 
the  vine,  would  not  leave  their  fatness,  their  sweetness,  or  their  wine, 
for  the  favor  of  being  promoted  over  the  trees ;  hut  the  bramble,  who 
knew  nothing  of  this  fatness,  sweetness  and  exhilerating  wine  thought 
this  promotion  a  great  favor. 

Now  if  we  reflect,  that  all  the  figures  and  prophecies  in  the  old  testa¬ 
ment  pointed  to  a  peaceable,  defenceless,  and  united  church  ;  that  Christ 
taught  and  commanded,  and  prayed  for  the  same,  and  represented  it  by , 
figures ;  that  when  the  church  was  established  it  was  such  a  peaceable, 
defenceless  and  united  church  as  had  been  set  forth  of  old,  and  repre¬ 
sented  and  prayed  for  by  Christ ;  and  that  all  the  teaching  of  the  apos¬ 
tles,  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  were  directed  to  and  tended 
to  preserve  this  church  in  this  state,  must  we  not  believe  that  it  must 
still  he  thus  united,  harmless  and  defenceless,  and  that  God  will  recog¬ 
nize  nothing  short  of  this  as  his  church,  bride  and  spouse  ? 

I  would  therefore  urge  every  reader  of  these  pages,  whosoever  they  be, 
as  they  love  their  souls,  and  desire  their  eternal  salvation,  to  reflect  seri¬ 
ously  upon  these  things ;  and  would  ask  every  candid  mind  whether,  in 
view  of  the  things  set  forth  in  these  pages,  we  have  not  reason  for  the 
fears  expressed  in  the  outset,  that  Christendom  is  as  far,  or  I  might  say 
farther,  departed  from  the  teaching  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  than  what 
the  Jews  were  when  Christ  came,  from  what  Moses  and  the  prophets 
taught. 

'We  now,  as  they  were  then,  are  waiting  for  his  coming.  They  acknowl¬ 
edged  Moses  and  the  prophets  as  being  inspired  men,  and  professed  to 
believe  them,  and  gloried  i'a  being  children  of  Abraham  and  disciples  of 
Moses ;  but  they  were  brought  so  far  under  the  influence  of  the  enemy 
of  all  good,  and  their  minds  blinded  to  such  an  extent,  that  when  their 
Messiah  came  they  did  not  know  him ;  and  with  all  their  professions  of 
reverence  for  Closes,  the  Saviour  said  they^  did  not  believe  him.  'We  now 
profess  to  believe  Christ  and  his  apostles,  and  reverence  and  esteem  them 
very  highly;  and  when  he  comes  we  shall  surely  know  him,  hut  we  have 
reason  to  fear  he  will  not  know  its,  and  will  say,  why  did  you  call  me  Lord, 
Lord,  and  did  not  do  what  I  commanded  you. 

Oh,  what  reason  have  we  not  got  to  fear  that  this  evil  influence  has  been 
brought  so  efiPectually  to  hear  upon  us,  as  to  lead  us  to  disregard  the  word 
of  God,  till  our  hearts  and  minds  have  become  fatally  blinded. 

My  remarks  having  been  extended  to  a  considerably  greater  length  than 
I  intended  in  the  beginning,  I  will  now  conclude,  only  noticing  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  church,  as  represented  by  Paul  in  his  epistle  to  the 
Ephesians. 

The  Saviour  in  his  commission  to  his  apostles,  charges  them  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  all  nations,  and  he  that  believeth  and  is  baptised  shall  be 
saved.  This  gives  the  charge,  and  makes  it  the  duty  to  receive  those  who 
believe,  and  though  it  does  not  forbid  to  receive  unbelievers,  it .  is  very 
plain  and  evident  that  the  design  was  they  should  not  be  received.  The 
practice  of  the  apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  to  receive  those  who 
believed.  “  Those  who  believed  were  added  to  the  church.”  When  the 
Ethiopian  desired  to  be  baptised,  Philip  said,  if  thou  believest  it 
may  be  so.  When  Cornelius  and  those  with  him  received  the  Holy 
Ghost,  Peter  said  “  can  any  man  forbid  water  that  these  may  not 
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be  baptised/’  which  is  evidence  that  they  were^  or  felt  themselves  forbid¬ 
den  to  receive  unbelievers  or  unconverted  persons. 

Paul  lays  of  the  church,  that  Christ  loved  the  church,  and  gave  him¬ 
self  for  it ;  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing  of 
water  by  the  word,  that  he  might  present  it  to  himself  a  glorious  church, 
not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing ;  but  that  it  should  be  holy 
and  without  blemish.” 

Whatever  the  apostle  here  designs  to  teach  or  declare,  must  be  true. 
Christ  loved  the  church  and  gave  himself  for  it,  so  that  it  might  bo  as 
here  described  and  declared. 

As  the  term  church  is  not  always  used  in  the  same  sense  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  texts  of  scripture,  the  inquiry  might  arise,  in  what  sense  the  apostle 
here  used  it  ?  The  declaration  evidently  applies  to  the  church  militant. 
This  he  has  yet  to  present  to  himself  as  the  judge  of  the  whole  world, 
and  must  at  his  appearing  be  found  thus  sanctified  and  clean  ;  otherwise 
it  cannot  be  acceptable  to  a  holy  and  pure  G-od.  This  the,n  applies,  as  I 
understand  it,  to  the  church  on  earth  at  all  times.  Those  who  are  sancti¬ 
fied  and  clean  on  earth,  constitute  the  church,  whether  they  are  organized 
as  a  visible  body,  or  as  separate  individuals  in  the  world,  dwelling  amongst 
unbelievers. 

Those  of  the  children  of  Israel  who  were  carried  captive  into  Babylon 
and  there  were  faithful  to  the  law /of  the  Lord,  as  far  as  they  had  oppor¬ 
tunity,  refused  to  bow  their  knees  to  idols,  or  in  any  way  take  part  with 
idolatrous  worship  ;  but  their  desires  were  to  J erusalem,  where  the  tem¬ 
ple  was,  and  whither  they  turned  their  faces  in  prayer  to  their  God, 
were  nothing  the  less  Israelites,  though  they  were  in  Babylon.  But  their 
disposition  is  particularly  to  be  observed.  They  knew  they  were  in  favor 
with  Grod  in  their  present  situation ;  but  they  were  not  contented  with 
it  •  they  longed  and  desired  with  all  tlieir  hearts  to  be  at  J  erusalem, 
where  the  temple  was,  and  where  Grod  had  commanded  them  to  bring 
their  offerings,  and  here  they  desired  to  bring  their  service,  and  worship 
Grod  according  to  the  law. 

Thus  such  souls  as  are  truly  converted  to  Christ,  in  regions  where 
there  is  no  organized  church  established  on  the  grounds  of  Christ  and 
the  apostles,  if  they  adhere  to  Christ  and  his  gospel  in  their  walk 
and  conversation,  keep  themselves  separate  from  all  idolatrous  wor¬ 
ship,  and  adhere  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ  as  far  as  they  have  oppor¬ 
tunity,  are  nothing  the  less  members  of  Christ  and  his  Church,  though 
they  are  not  visibly  united  to  an  organized  body.  But  though  they 
ar^  thus  brought  into  favor  with  Grod  through  faith  in  Christ,  and 
receive  comfort  and  consolation  through  his  spirit,  and  the  spirit  of 
Grod  bears  witness  with  their  spirit  that  they  are  his  children ;  they  can¬ 
not  feel  entirely  contented  and  satisfied,  but  their  longing  always  is  for 
association  with  their  brethren ;  to  be  at  Jerusalem,  were  the  true  tem¬ 
ple  worship  is  observed,  and  where  they  have  opportunity  of  observing 
all  things  that  the  Lord  has  commanded  them. 

Now  in  either  case,  whether  as  individuals  thus  situated,  or  as  individual 
members  of  an  organized  church ;  or  as  the  collective  body  thus  organized, 

conceive  the  words  alike  apply. 

It  is  necessary  also  properly  to  understand,  in  what  sense  the  Apostle 
here  means,  that  Christ  sanctified  and  cleansed  the  church. 

The  word  sanctify,  is  differently  applied  in  scripture;  but  in  whatever 
sense  it  is  used,  I  conceive,  represents  that  which  is  said  to  be  sanctified, 
as  complete,  God  sanctified  the  seventh  day,  and  it  was  completely  sancti- 
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fied  ;  and  when  the  J ews  strictly  observed  the  law  in  respect  to  the  sabbath, 
they  did  not  violate  its  sanctity.  The  tabernacle  and  temple  are  said  to 
have  been  sanctified ;  and  they  were  entirely  fitted  and  qualified  for  the 
purpose  which  God  had  designed  them  for.  Israel  were  commanded  to 
sanctify  themselves.  That  is  make  themselves  entirely  clean.  Their  un¬ 
cleanliness  was  an  external  or  personal  uncleanness;  rendered  so  by  certain 
■acts,  which  the  Lord  had  declared  as  unclean,  and  only  to  be  removed  by 
certain  outward  ablutions  or  services,  which  the  Lord  had  appointed  for 
the  purification  of  such  uncleanness.  If  those  things  which  they  were 
commanded  to  abstain  from  as  unclean,  were  abstained  from then  they 
were  clean,  or  in  a  state  of  sanctification  ;  but  if  committed,  then  they  had 
to  observe  these  rites,  in  order  to  their  sanctification.  But  in  either  case 
it  was  complete.  But  nothing  else,  no  other  rite,  no  other  ablution  or  ordi¬ 
nance,  even  though  it  should  involve  never  so  much  labor,  pains  or  cost, 
could  ever  sanctify  the  unclean.  Nothing  but  that  which  God  had  appoin¬ 
ted  for  that  purpose,  would  do’ it;  and  this  could  not  fail. 

But  as  this  outward  or  personal  defilement  or  uncleanness,  represented 
our  inward  impurity  or  defilerq^nt  before  God,  so  those  means  which  were 
then  in  use,  and  commanded  for  their  sanctification,  were  a  figure  or  repre¬ 
sentation  for  the  time  then  present;  of  the  means  of  inward  or  spiritual 
sanctification,  which  should  be  observed  by  the  spiritual  Israel ;  in  order 
to  their  sanctification  before  Cod. 

The  text  if  not  well  observed,  would  seem  to  imply,  that  Christ  gave 
Limself  for  the  church,  for  this  purpose,  viz  :  its  sanctifying  and  cleansing 
by  means  of  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word.  That  is,  that  the  washing 
of  water  by  the  word,  is  the  means  by  which  the  church  is  both  sanctified 
and  cleansed  ;  and  this  means  was  procured  by  Christ’s  giving  himself  for  it. 

But  it  seems  to  me,  the  apostle  here  has  reference  to  two  different  effects, 
to  be  obtained  by  two  different  means.  Christ  gave  himself  for  the  sanc¬ 
tification  of  the  church  before  God ;  or  that  it  should  be  sanctified  and  holy, 
when  presented  fo  himself  at  his  coming  in  his  second  advent.  And  the 
washing  of  water  by  the  word,  has  reference  to  its  outward  purity,  in  its 
works  and  actions  before  man.  The  german  translation  would  seem  to  favor 
this  construction ;  and  would  read  something  like  this  :  ‘‘  Christ  gave  himself 
for  the  church,  so  that  he  might  sanctify  it,  and  hath  cleansed  it  through 
the  washing  of  water  by  the  word.’’ 

Christ  whilst  on  earth,  was  entirely  without  sin,  and  perfectly  holy ;  and 
was  thus  in  a  state  of  personal  and  spiritual  sanctification  and  purity. — 
This  whole  personal  and  spiritual  sanctification,  or  complete  and  entire  pu¬ 
rity,  becomes  that  of  the  saint  by  imputation,  through  faith ;  so  that  by  it 
they  are  wholly  sanctified,  and  pure  before  God  ;  and  will  thus  be  presented 
before  himself,  at  his  coming.  Christ  in  his  prayer,  John  17th,  says. 
And  for  their  sakes  ”  (the  disciples)  I  sanctify  myself,  that  they  also 
might  be  sanctified  through  the  truth ;”  namely  through  himself,  for  he 
says  he  is  the  truth.” 

Paul  also  says,  1st  Cor.  1st  c.,  30th  v.,  Christ  J esus  is  made  of  God  unto 
HS,  wisdom,  and  righteousness  and  sanctification,  and  redemption.” 

Now  I  conceive  that  it  matters  not  how  wicked  and  ungodly  or  impure, 
our  life  may  have  been  before  conversion,  whenever  we  lay  hold  in  faith  of 
the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  become  thus  sanctified,  and  for  this  purpose 
■Christ  gave  himself  for  us.  This  imputation  we  do  not  receive  on  account 
of  any  good  works  we  have  done,  or  because  we  have.torsaken  our  former 
wicked  and  impure  life ;  and  now  pray,  attend  church .  and  observe  the 
commands  which  Christ  has  given.  But  because  we  receive  that  by  faith 
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which  w^as  made  of  God  to  us  for  this  purpose.  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  means  of  our  sanctification,  which  God  has  appointed  for  this  purpose^, 
and  nothing  else  under  Heaven  can  procure  it  for  us. 

That  faith  which  thus  justifies  and  sanctifies  us,  as  its  infallible  fruit, 
brings  a  free  confession  of  Jesus  Christ  and  his  glorious  gospel,  and  a 
hearty  obedience  to  whatever  he  has  commanded  in  his  word ;  and  this 
word  commands  us  to  abstain  from  all  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  all 
works  of  the  fiesh,  to  die  to  sin,  and  live  unto  righteousness ;  and  will  also 
be  obedient  in  regard  to  all  commands  as  to  gospel  ordinances,  and  fellow¬ 
ship  in  the  church  j  (if  they  have  opportunity,  and  there  is  such  a  bodj 
for  them  to  associate  and  commune  with,  of  which  they  have  knowledge)  ‘ 
and  will  observe  all  the  duties  in  this  relation,  according  to  the  command 
of  Christ  and  his  apostles.  Such  person  standing  in  this  faith,  will  freely 
and  heartily  now  renounce  and  condemn  his  former  course  of  life,  and 
conform  in  all  things  to  the  will  of  God,  as  commanded  in  his  word.  These 
fruits  are  visible  to  all  men,  and  since  his  life  and  actions  is  now  consistent 
with  the  word  of  God,  he  has  thereby  made  himself  free  from  the  charges 
which  justly  attached  to  him,  before.  He  may  be  said  now  to  be  washed 
by  the  word.  / 

Water  is  an  element  which  is  universally  used  for  washing  or  cleansing, 
any  thing  which  is  defiled ;  and  because  the  obedience  or  observance  of 
what  the  word  teaches,  absolves  us  from  all  charges  on  account  of  our 
former  conduct,  it  is  here  by  the  apostle  compared  to  water.  And  the  free¬ 
ing  of  ourselves  from  these  charges,  is  called  by  the  apostle  the  washing  of 
water  by  the  word. 

‘Now  so  long  as  such  person  continues  in  such  state  of  obedience,  he  is 
without  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing ;  but  is  holy  and  blameless. 

So  with  all  associations  of  such  persons,  organized  into  a  visible  body, 
for  their  mutual  comfort  and  edification ;  they  will  individually  and  collec¬ 
tively  observe  all  things  commanded,  and  thus  though  they  were  the  worst 
people  in  the  world  before,  and  are  still  the  poorest  and  most  despised ;  so 
long  as  they  continue  in  this  word,  they  are  a  glorious  church,  and  have 
neither  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing;  but  are  holy  and  blameless 
before  God  and  man. 

But  when  we  insist  on  this  holy  and  blameless  state  of  the  church,  the 
objection  is  raised ;  and  the  question  asked;  where  is  there  such  a  church, 
or  where  was  there  ever  such  an  one  on  earth,  as  here  described?  and  then 
the  apostles  are  referred  to,  that  one  of  them  even  in  Christ’s  time,  was  a 
Devil,  and  in  the  apostolic  churches  irregularities  and  evil  fleshly  works 
manifested  themselves;  and  so  it  is  contended,  no  person  or  church  can  be 
thus  pure,  and  it  is  not  requisite. 

We  have  here  a  positive  assertion,  that  Christ  gave  himself,  and  his  word 
for  this  purpose ;  so  that  he  might  present  'it  to  himself  in  this  holy  and 
blameless  state.  But  there  is  no  assertion  in  the  whole  new  testament,  that 
it  need  not  be  so.  Therefore  those  passages  which  might  be  construed  into 
such  a  meaning,  must  be  construed  so  as  to  harmonize  with  positive  assertions^ 

Christ  said  to  his  apostles,  now  ye  are  clean  through  the  word  which  I 
have  spoken  unto  you.”  He  did  not  intend  to  say,  that  all  who  heard  his 
word  were  clean,  for  multitudes  heard  his  word,  who  were  and  continued 
to  live  in  all  manner  of  uncleanness.  But  the  apostles,  who  obeyed  his; 
word,  were  blameless ;  for  his  word  taught  perfect  uprightness  in  all  things, 
and  they  obeying  it  were  clean  through  it.  He  did  not  say  they  were 
sanctified,  for  Judas  was  amongst  them;  but  Judas  though  not  sanctified 
by  faith  in  Christ,  was  yet  clean  by  obeying  his  word. 
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According  to  this  view  we  maybe  clean,  and  yet  not  sanctified;  but  we 
cannot  be  sanctified,  and  not  be  clean  ;  for  the  sanctification  brings  with  it 
obedience  as  a  fruit,  and  this  obedience  to  the  word  is  a  washing,  which 
will  cleanse  us  from  all  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness;  as  Paul  says  in 
1st  Cor.  6th,  c.,  where  he  speaks  of  these  unfruitful  works,  and  says  “  such 
were  some  of  you,  but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  &c.^^ 

But  to  come  to  the  point  of  this  sanctification  and  cleansing  of  the 
church,  so  that  it  is  without  spot  or  wrinkle  or  any  such  thing,  but  that 
it  may  be  holy  and  blameless,  we  must  consider  that  God  knew  that  we 
were  poor,  weak  and  sinful  creatures  by  nature,  and  that  we  would  be  so 
far  wrought  upon  by  the  Devil  and  the  world,  through  this  sinful  flesh,  as 
frequently  to  give  way  and  fall  into  dark  and  unfruitful  works ;  and  he 
therefore  gave  his  children  and  church  whom  he  had  sanctified  his  word, 
by  which  they  could  wash  and  cleanse  themselves,  and  so  remain  unspot- 
ed,  holy  and  blameless. 

In  this  cleansing  word,  the  Lord  has  given  his  church  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
cedure  very  plainly,  by  which  they  may  cleanse  themselves  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  grades  of  sin  and  uncleanness,  each  of  which  have  their  special 
directions.  The  trespass  of  one  brother  against  another,  the  sin  through 
weakness,  and  the  sin  unto  death,  have  each  their  special  directions,  by 
which  the  church  is  cleansed  and  preserved,  and  prove  themselves  clear  in 
the  matter. 

Christ  say^s  if  thy  brother  trespass  against  thee,  tell  him  of  his  fault 
between  thee  and  him  alone  ;  if  he  hear  thee,  forgive  him ;  but  if  he  will 
not  hear  thee,  take  one  or  two  with  thee,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witnesses  every  word  may  be  established;  and  if  he  neglect  to  hear  them, 
tell  it  unto  the  church  ;  but  if  he  neglect  to  hear  the  church,  let  him 
be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  and  publican. 

Now  as  Christ  says,  “  If  he  hear  thee  thou  hast  gained  thy  brother/’ 
Here  now  the  church  is  clean,  for  though  he  had  committed  a  fault,  he 
has  received  the  reproof,  and  reconciled  the  brother,  and  so  there  is  no 
power  to  blame.  This  sliows  how  we,  as  members  of  the  same  body,  and 
one  of  another,  are  to  serve  one  another,  and  labor  by  the  washing  word 
to  keep  the  church  pure  and  unspotted.  But  if  the  brother  refuse  to 
hear,  till  the  last  extremity,  and  then  has  to  be  separated  and  held  as  an 
heathen  man  and  publican,  as  Christ  has  commanded.  He  was  in  this  time 
not  sanctified  and  clean,  seeing  he  did  not  obey  the  word  ;  but  the  church 
is  nevertheless  unblamable,  for  there  is  no  power  to  blame  her  with,  she 
having  been  the  while  faithfully  laboring  with  the  word  of  God  for  the 
purity  of  the  church.  ^ 

So  also  with  a  sin  which  has  its  origin  in  weakness  or  from  sudden 
temptation.  If  it  becomes  known  to  a  brother,  his  duty  is  to  go  to  him, 
and  endeavor  to  make  him  sensible  of  his  fault,  as  ,Paul  says,  if  any  man 
be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  restore  such  an  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  &c. 
If  such  a  brother  becomes  sensible  of  his  fault,  it  will  cause  sorrow  and 
penitence,  the  fruit  of  which  will  be  that  he  humbles  himself,  and  freely 
acknowledges  it,  and  will  also  be  willing  to  make  all  the  amends  in  his 
power  for  the  wrong  he  has  done.  By  so  doing  the  church  is  cleansed, 
and  the  transgressor  also  again  sanctified.  Not  that  the  outward  confession 
made  and  done  will  justify  him  before  God;  but  the  sincere  penitence 
has  brought  him  to  the  feet  of  Jesus,  by  whom  he  is  reconciled  with  the 
Father ;  for  this  man,  because  he  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchangable 
priesthood ;  wherefore  he  is  able  also  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that 
come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them.” 
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Here  there  is  no  power  to  blame  the  church ;  she  is  washed  by  the 
word,  and  is  without  spot. 

But  if  such  a  brother  would  obstinately  refuse  to  humble  himself,  and 
remain  impenitent,  then,  the  apostle  says,  we  shall  withdraw  from  every 
brother  that  walketh  disorderly,  and  not  after  the  tradition  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  of  us,  and  if  he  obey  not  his  word,  by  this  epistle,  note  him,  and 
have  no  company  with  him,  that  he  may  be  ashamed. 

Here  again  there  is  no  ground  of  charge  against  the  church ;  she  has 
been  faithful  to  Grod’s  word,  and  through  it  has  cleansed  herself,  and  is 
without  spot,  and  blameless.  And  if  a  brother  should  fall  into  some  vile 
and  scandalous  or  criminal  act,  as  classed  among  the  sins  which  are  unto 
death,  Paufs  precedent  in  the  1st  Cor.  5th  c.,  points  out  the  course  to  be 
pursued.  He  says  “  for  I  verily,  as  absent  in  body,  but  present  in  spirit, 
have  judged  already  as  though  I  were  present,  concerning  him  that  hath 
so  done  this  deed.  In  the  nam.e  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  ye  are 
gathered  together,  and  my  spirit,  with  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  to  deliver  such  an  one  unto  satan  for  the  destruction  of  the  flesh, 
that  the  spirit  may  be  saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus.^’ 

There  is  here  no  delay  on  account  of  exhortations,  or  labors  to  make 
them  sensible  of  their  error.  These  sins  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  apos¬ 
tle  says  they  that  do  them,  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  Hea\^en.  The 
commission  of  such  acts  is  evidence  that  they  are  not  led  by  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  and  can  consequently  be  none  of  his.  Therefore  the  Holy  Grhost 
has  ordered  the  speedy  cleansing  of  itself  of  such  members  so  that  the 
name  of  Christ  may  not  be  reproached,  and  his  church  not  defiled  by 
their  presence.  Therefore  in  such  cases  the  church  ever  remains  clear, 
seeing  it  adheres  to  the  word  of  God,  and  there  is  no  power  here  to  blame. 
The  apostle  testifies  that  their  zeal  in  obeying  his  word  proves  them  clear 
in  the  matter  of  wrong  committed  amongst  them,  and  says  he  was  greatly 
comforted  by  hearing  it. 

It  is  however  to  be  observed,  that  all  the  members  of  such  a  blameless 
and  spotless  church  may  not  always  be  sanctified  souls,  since  Paul  says 
they  are  not  all  Israel  which  are  of  Israel :  Neither  because  they  are  the 
seed  of  Abraham,  are  they  children  ;  but  in  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called. 
That  is,  they  which  are  the  children  of  the  flesh,  these  are  not  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God ;  but  the  children  of  the  promise  are  counted  for  the  seed.^^ 

So  there  may  unsanctified  souls  be  united  to  the  church  as  members, 
‘being  led  to  it  by  different  motives,  who  may  lead  an  unblamable  life,  and 
in  outward  appearance  be  unspotted  ;  and  there  may  also  be  such  as  have 
once  been  sanctified,  and  have  again  been  too  much  drawn  off  in  their 
minds  and  affections,  and  thus  lost  their  fellowship  with  Christ  in  spirit, 
whilst  in  their  outward  conduct  they  are  still  unblamable )  or  if  their  con¬ 
duct  Js  blamable,  bji^t  no  brother  is  cognizant  of  it.  In  all  these  cases  the 
church  is  still  blameless  and  spotless  as  a  body. 

But  if  they  begin  to  give  way  in  their  love,  and  neglect  their  duties, 
when  a  brother  transgresses,  the  others  from  weakness  or  feigned  love,  or 
fear  of  offending,  overlook  their  error,  and  disregard  the  washing  by  the 
word,  they  become  spotted  and  blamable,  the  leaven  will  spread  and  increase 
and  the  body  become  unfit  to  present  to  himself  by  Christ. 

With  regard  to  a  single  individual  who  has  been  converted,  and  is  thus 
sanctified  and  cleansed,  but  has  not  the  opportunity  as  observed  to  unite 
itself  with  an  organized  church,  the  case  is  the  same.  Through  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  the  flesh  they  may  be  led  too  much  away  from  Christ,  or  may 
inadvertantly,  or  under  sudden  temptation  commit  a  sin.  The  grace  of 
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<jod  and  his  faithful  Spirit  will  soon  reprove  them  for  it,  and  if  it  is  an 
act  which  is  known  to  others,  there  is  no  way  to  cleanse  themselves  of  it, 
but  to  humble  themselves  and  acknowledge  their  fault,  and  then  the  way 
is  ever  open,  for  Christ  has  opened  and  no  man  can  shut.  But  to  the 
impenitent,  and  such  as  are  unwilling  to  humble  themselves,  and  confess 
their  sins,  Christ  has  shut  the  way  and  no  man  can  open. 

I  would  once  more,  in  conclusion,  call  upon  every  one  who  hopes,  or  has 
a  desire  to  secure  his  souFs  salvation,  to  take  the  matter  seriously  to  heart, 
and  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  deluded  in  so  serious  and  all  important  a 
matter.  There  must  evidently  be  great  cause  to  fear  that  we  might  come 
short,  or  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles  would  not  have  dwelt  so  much  on 
the  subject,  setting  it  forth  in  such  a  variety  of  ways,  if  they  had  not 
designed  to  excite  in  us  apprehensions  for  our  safety. 

No  matter  how  pure  and  spotless  the  community  is  to  which  we  have 
united  ourselves,  if  it  even  is  the  church  of  Christ,  unless  we  have  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  and  are  in  communion  with  him  in  the  light,  it  will  avail 
us  nothing.  .  The  Hebrews,  to  whom  Paul  wrote  his  epistle,  were  brethren 
and  members  of  the  true  church,  yet  he  admonishes  them  to  take  heed,  lest 
they  come  short  of  entering  into  rest,  and  tells  them  the  word  of  God  is 
quick  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword.  By  this  word 
we  will  have  to  be  judged,  as  Christ  says,  it  will  judge  us  in  the  last  day. 
If  we  believe  that  we  will  be  judged  by  that  wbrd,  and  either  acquitted 
or  condemned,  according  as  we  will  be  found  to  have  been  obedient  to  it. 
<Oh,  how  diligently  should  we  examine  it,  and  prove  ourselves  by  it,  for  it 
is  said  if  we  judge  ourselves  we  would  not  be  judged.  And  when  in  our 
diligent  search  we  find  the  word  to  lead  us  into  a  course  of  life  which  will 
bring  us  under  reproach  and  shame  before  the  world,  how  willingly  should 
we  bear  it,  seeing  our  blessed  Saviour  had  to  bear  the  same,  and  he  has 
called  us  to  suffering  with  him.  If  we  suffer  with  him  we  shall  also  reign 
with  him ;  but  if  we  deny  him  he  will  also  deny  us. 

But  to  this  course  of  life  we  will  find  great  opposition.  The  Devil,  the 
world,  and  our  own  flesh,  will  stand  in  the  way.  Every  argument  which 
ingenuity  can  devise,  will  be  brought  to  bear  against  us,  not  the  least  of 
which  will  be,  so  many  of  those  whom  we  have  been  accustomed  to  look 
up  to  as  teachers  and  guides,  and  whom  all  the  world  esteem  as  good  and 
holy  men,  possessed  of  great  understanding  and  gifts,  will  be  arrayed 
against  us ;  and  the  argument  made  use  of,  that  so  many  great  and  wise 
men  have  gone  this  way,  our  near  and  dear  friends,  perhaps  our  father  or 
mother,  our  brother  or  our  sister,  and  can  we  think  they  are  lost  ?  Can 
we  think  all  this  great  multitude,  which  we  now  behold,  are  wrong  ? 
Shall  these  all  have  to  perish  ?  These  are  ideas  too  monstrous  to  be  enter¬ 
tained,  and  in  this  way  we  may  become  involved  in  difficulties.  But 
if  we  remember  that  in  the  days  of  Noah,  with  all  the  multitude  of  man¬ 
kind  on  earth,  but  eight  souls  were  found  worthy  ’  and  that  in  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  not  five  were  found  righteous,  and  that  in  both  cases  those  who 
would  redeem  their  souls  had  to  leave  kindred  and  friends,  neighbors  and 
acquaintances,  behind  them,  and  obey  the  word  of  God,  regardless  of  what 
>others  thought  or  said. 

If  we  see  that  those  with  whom  we  are  associated  in  church  worship ; 
whom  we  have  held  as  brothers  and  sisters,  do  not  walk  orderly,  and 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  the  apostles,  and  we  begin  to 
labor  according  to  the  word  for  their  reformation,  but  find  we  can  accomp¬ 
lish  nothing,  the  current  is  so  strong  its  tide  can  no  more  be  stemmed;  we 
are  now  told  if  they  will  not  obey,  the  loss  will  be  thei:s  ;  we  may  not  answer 
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for  them,  nor  they  for  us — the  father  cannot  answer  for  the  son,  nor  the 
son  for  the  father :  the  soul  that  sins  it  shall  die,  and  if  we  are  only  faith¬ 
ful  within  ourselves,  we  are  not  answerable  for  others,  &c.  All  this  has  a 
show  of  reason,  but  is  it  scriptural?  If  not,  it  cannot  stand.  Paul  says 
be  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  unbelievers,  but  come  out  from 
amongst  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  &c.  2nd  Cor.  6th  c. 

The  Lord  himself  has  declared  of  this  great  Babylon,  that  it  has  ^‘become 
the  habitation  of  Devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  and  the  cage 
of  every  unclean  and  hateful  bird,”  and  calls  upon  his  people  to  come  out 
of  her,  that  they  do  not  be  “  partaker  of  her  sins,  and  receive  of  her 
plagues. ’’  If  our  protestations  against  sin  and  iniquity  is  not  heard,  I 
know  of  no  way  to  remain  free  from  contamination,  but  to  separate  our¬ 
selves,  and  thereby  lay  off  a  standing  testimony  against  all  unrighteousness. 
•Let  him  that  nameth  the  name  of  Jesus,  depart  from  all  iniquity. 
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